The British Infantry Officer
of the Peninsular War (2)

PHILIP .HAYTHORNTHWAITE

Paintings by BRY AN FOSTEN

art 1 of this article described the officer’s uniform
Pclcthing and insignia. In this concluding part we
cover the swords, belts and plates carried and womn
by officers in the field; their campaigning equipment
and privately purchased kit; and some known regi-
mental distinctions recorded among their uniforms.

Shoulder belt plates. That of the
g8t Faot, cafez, i qll, w
silver wine and cenrral snber, the
Lasser on @ matted proused. The ves-
tamguler plate of the 2ot Foay,
warn o r¥o0z-z20, i silver with o
waeited destpn of the regimenral
nusnber in Romean weimerals withi
a crowned  woeath,  abore  the
‘Lgyphan' hadpe awarded 1o the
regrrend e July iBoz.

Right:
Serpent awd Denask awaist belr
clagp, a5 wors by Hight companies.

! Superior sumbers in thas article refer oo so
noces at the end.

Belts and Plates

Although on active service
pistols or even muskets might
be carried, infantry officers
were officially armed only
with a sword, This was sus-
pended from a bele of buft-
leather, worn over the right
shoulder to the left hip. This
was normally worn over the
coatce and sccured by the
epaulette strap; for undress, it
wis worn over the waistcoat
burt under the coatee. The belr
was whitened or, in those
regiments with buff uniform
facings, left in its narural
colour.

The belt was fastened by an
ornate plate situated in the
middle of the wearer's breast;
cach regiment had its own
pattern of plate, in metal
corresponding to the gold
or silver lace worn by regi-
mental officers, with devices
mounted in the contrasting
metal. Devices included any
distinctive badges possessed
by the regiment, and usually
(though not invariably) the
regimental number. There
were, in addition, ]_1!3.[1'5 of
what might be rermed a ‘gen-
eral pattern’, bearing a
crowned roval eypher, which
may  have been wsed by

officers who did not possess
the official regimental plate.

PlﬂTC di:\j;_:l'l S00ms to h‘:l'\,-l.'
been  determined  regimen-
tally, not by orders from
higher authority; indeed, it
was not unknown for dif-
Femenr harralions of fhe some
regiment to wear plates of
different designs, or for the
fank companies to sport vari-
ations  incorporating  their
own grenade  or  bugle
devices. At the turn of the
century the majoricy of plates
were oval and engraved; as
time passed, embossed plares
or  those  with  mounted
designs  (occasionally  with
fine enamelling)  became
mereasingly common, as did
rectangular  plates.  Work-
manship was often of high
quality, involving precious
merals, e.g. silver and silver-
sl

Officers of batwalion com-
panies wore the sword sus-
pended from a frog at the left
hip. For flank companies the
usual suspension was by two
slings, in  light cavaley
fashion, e¢ither from the
shoulder belt or {unofficially)
from a narrow waist belt
instead. Field officers, whose
mounted duries made slings
more convenient, also used
the waist belt; and occasion-
ally 2 whole battalion would
adopt a non-regulation style,
such as the black waist bele
universally worm by officers
of the sth Feot, A belt fitting
favoured by officers of Light
companics  was  a  silver
whistle, used for signalling

S ———

when their men were skir-
mishing in epen order; this
could alternatively be sus-
pended from a buttonhaole on
the jacker.

Swords
Prior to 1796 no definie
regulation pattern of sword
had  existed, the officil
instructions nating only that
it should have a ‘strong, sub-
stantial’, straight blade at least
3z, long, and a hile ofgiltor
silver according to the lace
colour. These  instructions
produced the ‘spadroon’ pat-
tern of 1780, In 1796 a new
sword was ordered, with 2
similar blade and 2 pew gilt
hilt with a single knuckle-
bow, shell guards, and a grip
bound with silver wire. As
the shells prevented i lying
flat against the body, the lefi-
hand shell was often hinged
to fold flat when nat in com-
bat. Handsome though this
sword appeared, it was of
limited use, and the guard
was [fragile: Mercer of the
Royal Artillery noted that
. nothing could be mere
useless or nidiculous . ., [it
wis| good neither for cut nor
thrust and was a  perfec
encumbrance’.! But, as it was
never intended that infantry
officers  should  become
involved in  hand-to-hand
fighting,  the pattern  re-
mamed unchanged for a quar-
ter of a century.

Oiriginally  the  straight-
bladed 1796 pactern  was
intended for use by fank
company as well as by *bat-
talion” officers; but, even
before  its  introduction,
grenadiers and light infantry
had begun unofficially using
curved, light cavalry-seyle
sabres as a further demon-
stration of their élite status. In
1799 sabres were officially
approved; bur no officizl pat-
tern was specihed uneil 180y,
when a version with an exag-
!:l']’ﬂl{'[”‘}" curved blade SOITIE
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o1 long was intreduced. It
had a gile hile with a single
knuckle-bow {sumetimes
mounted with small grenade
or bugle badges) connecting a
lion-head pommel to a small,
voided handguard. Incorpor-
ated 1 the knuckle-bow was
a3 moulded  or  pierced
crowned rayal cypher. Both
the 1796 and 1803 patterns
had black leather scabbards
with gilt mounts, those for
the sabre often including a
very long chape and wide
lockets.

Arractive  though it
appeared, as a weapon the
1HO_‘~| sabre, too, was reviled.
Kincaid deseribed it as “better
designed o shave.a lady's-
maid than a2 Frenchman's
head'.* Thamas Austin of the
3ath, after actually using it in
combar, noted that * . .| the
only use we could make of
our weapons, which were
curved  like  reaping-hooks
- .. was to jab away with the
hiles at the head and faces of
those in frome of us', con-
cluding thar by the end of the
fight there must have been
many Frenchmen in need of 2
dentist!?

It was presumably because
of the impractical nature of
the regulation weapons that
wide use seems to have been

made of’ unauthorsed
swords, ranging from the
t796 patrern highe dragoon
sabre — an unwicldy but
effective weapon — to the
oriental  “mameluke’  sabres

favoured by light companies.
Most of these were acquired
privately by individuals: but
certain regiments  (nocably
the light infantry corps, not
covered in this presenc article)
adopted  distiner  pacterns,
some of which are listed in the
table of facings and distine-
tions which follows. Addi-
tionally, it should be noted
thar the minor variations on
the regulation  pacrerns —
cspecially the 1803 sabre —
were legion. For all types, the
sword knot had a crimson
and gold lace strap with 2
knot of gold bullion or fringe
over a crimson silk pad or
centre,

The cost of a sword repre-
sented a considerable CXpense
for an impecunious subaleern:
even the plain sabre carried by

the sznd. for example, cost
four guineas — tfr davs’ pay
for an ensign.

CAMPAIGN DRESS

A major modernisation in the
appearance of  the  British
officer occurred in 1808,
when  hair powder  and
‘quenes’  were  abandoned,
much to the rehief of all who
had suffered this uncomfort-
able style. Henceforch the
hair was to be cut short, with
sideburns normally  extend-
ing no lower than the bottom
of the ear. However, it
became the style in the Penin-
sula to grow sidewhiskers
and even moustaches (the lat-
ter  hicherto exclusively o
grenadier distinetion in cer-
tain regiments only). When
worn in Britain this facial hair
became the hallmark of the

scasoned  campaigner, and
even found its way into a
popular joke of the day:

Civilian, to veteran on leqve:
When  will your whiskers
go on 1o the Peace
Establishment?’

Veteran: “When  your
tongue gocs on to the Civil
List!”

A relic of the quene
remained i the form of the
black ribbons worn at the rear
of the collar by officers of the
23rd Foot, a traditional regi-
mental distinction worn o
this day, which may  well
have appeared as soon as the
quete was abandoned.

Numerous  modifications
of dress were affected when
on campaign, from personal
cholce or grim necessity.
While describing a regiment
as 4 ‘moving rag=fair’ would
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e weed i ary
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scem to have been a lietle
harsh, hard scrvice often
forced the use of any garment
which became available —
cither  boughr,  stolen,  or
stripped from the dead. Such
practices were not confined to
the rank and file: officers on
campaign were cqually  far
from the wsual sources of
resupply, and cantemporary
accounts make much of the
wretched state of clothing
and the lengths to which men
went to repair or replace rag-
god ArNICNCS. George
Simmons was typical; writ-
ing in 1811, he said: *Clathes
arc expensive and bad. My
Jacket 15 brown . ., Never
was seen such a motley group
of fellows. | luckily got some
French  shirts  and  other
articles, or | should be nearly
naked.”  Twice at  least,
Simmons  rohbed COTPSCS,
taking a French officer’s cloak
in Junc 1813 and a cuirassicr’s
greatcoar at Waterloo ?
Kincaid, the Rifleman,
noted that his jacket, ‘in spite
of shreds and patches, always
maintained something of the
original about it but woe
befell the regimental small-
clathes [1.c., from the sense of
this passage, trousers|, and
they could anly be replaced
by very extraordinary apolo-
gics, of which | remember |
had two ]J;iir:.‘ ... onc of a
common brown Portuguese
cloth, and the other, or Sun-
day's pair of black velver.™
Brown Portuguese cloth
— the LlI]Ll}'L‘t[ wool of the
brown native sheep — was
made vp into all garments
from jackets and trousers o
greatcoats,  adding  to  the
motley  appearance of the
army. Foorwear was also
scarce. Many officers prefer-
red stout shoes and gaiters ro
ordinary boots, and replaced
worn-out pairs with civilian

continued on p. 28




Captain, light company,
Jznd (Prince of Wales® Val-
unteers) Regt., 1808

Based wpon o contemporary por-
traat, this regimental variation o
the light company unifora incldes
@ cdp bearing the regiment’s Privce
of Wales' plumes weithin a eraiened
garter instead of the winal fugles
horn, and won-regulation cords; the
large, squared pealk pras @ commean

teature, A further remariable pece-

Harity a5 dhve wearing of epaulenes
instead of the repulaion wings; and
the aese of o waist helt should be
naied, The r8az pattern sabre is
carvied ingtead of the 8 2nd"s stivup-
hilted vegimensal pattern, with a
Rertad wineche Yarger thaw normal, The

Swords, top 1o belton: fwa vari-
eties of 17a6 pattern baitalion com-
pany swond; neo varieties of won-
regilation _ﬁ:’!ﬂfd fompany  sabre;
regulation s¥oy  flaek company
sabre; non-regnlaion flank oni-
pany sahre with brass srabbard,

Officer, light company, 36th
(Herefordshire) Rege., 181

A further variation an the light
catipdty aenifarm, again fram a
catfetiporary  portrait.  The ap
bears tiee eiseeai hadge of regimenial
nantirer el beople-Dover, bue has ase
tnstially bavye cockade, a gold lace
band, aud green cords, The seswral
Jacket hag hee Tapels folded badk as
trigengles, and a whisile s sispended
frone one, The wings are af rego-
Tadiant stple, bet the sasl is of Tie!
partern lnsiead of the prescribed
corded light fnfantry tppe, The eval
golt belr plate had a beaded silver
cige and bove @ selrer srar IINJ'I;FJ\;' a
ol steap besribed  ChEre
FORDSHIRE REGIMENT with a
stlver fion on a cronen aboee 36 o
Hee pilt cenre. Thee 3610 served at
Roleia, Corwnna, Viniera, Sala-
manca, the  Pyeenees,  Nivelle,
Owetiees and Tatlowse,

silver bell plate wsually worn s
oval, breader than sormal, and hore
the Prince of Wales® plumes over
W2" within a scrall. The ¥znd
served at Roleia, Vimiero, Vit-
toria, the Pyrences, Nivelle an
Ortfres. ¥
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Cficers” personal ki, all of the
Penieswlar War period: o porsable

: canteen holidtng a tivsed Jood b,
b vary crier, bone-fraseflod banives
F. aned forks, weith o glass e ased
i @ napking @ porvable fiess spiric
Iﬂi Lo weitly o alags g a ket iefe-
‘ scope 1oith tferpronl costainer;
g and a Peninslar War aceonns
| Hrusarke.
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Officer, light company, 45th
({Mattinghamshire)  Regt.;
campaign dress, 1812

This depsives the regaelation liplu
ompaRy seniformn eeitfons wajor

regimenral peowliarities. The shor
Jucker fuag typical pocket decoration
of silver lace loaps, end the mrm-
Backs bewar silver ewifioidered bugle-
| loms. The wings are of the style
with interfocking chafrs, with bl
linw edpiveg, awd a central device ofa
fold baple-orn an o silver disc.

e

Officer, s3rd  (Shropshire)
Regt.; campaign dress, 1812
Tlese tppical winter campaigs wri-
Jorm ancliedes e selineinons grear-
ity averalls, a covered lhar, and a
Fraversack. The helr plase, the enly
visible sign of regimensal idensity,
cousisted of a gl aval heaving o
CrEt aver gy opera foliate spray,
all in silver. The 3308 Foar sevved
at Talavera, Salamana, Vittoria,
the  Pyrenees,  Nivelle  and
Toulose, (




purchases or those captured
from the enemy; or, i
extremis, copied Assistanr
Surgeon Brookes of the 8=th,
who was compelled in June
1809 ta resort to burglary o
cover his bare fect! By the end
of a campaigning season a
regiment might well appear
like Ross-Lewin's description
of his 32nd Foot: ‘Noone . | |
could possibly  have dis-
covered the  original
colour of our dothing, for it
was so patched with a diver-

sity  of colours, and so
bespoke  a variety  of
wretchedness that . . . we
must have borne an un-
Below:

Hilt, and scabburrd, of e r7o6 par-
tevse afficer's surond carried by bat-
talion campariies: the hinged lefi
shell gaeerrd is cxtended here, {Black
Watch Repamensal Mesewnr)

desirable  resemblance o
Falstaffe’s ragged regiment. ™

CAMPAIGN
EQUIPMENT

Campaign kit was limited ta
what could be carried by the
individual in his haversack, or
on his mule {which mighe be
shared with other officers) n
a portmanteau or valise. The
extensive campaigning
equipment which some took
with  them  was usually
reduced to a pracrical mini-
muim as an officer’s increas-
ing experience taught him
what was really necessary and
what was an cncumbrance,
Le. G R Gleg of the 85th
described assembling his ki
for the Peninsula in spring
1813:

.. A selection was made

from our respective ward-
robes  of such  arricles of
apparel as, being in a state of
tolerable preservacon, proi-
ised to continue for SOOI
time  serviceable:  canteens
were hasuly fiteed up, and
stored with tea, sugar, and
other luxuries; cloaks were
purchased by those who pos-
sessed them not, and put in a
state of repair by those whao
did ... I... packed up in
two small portmanteaus [sic),
so formed as to be an equal
balance to ecach other when
slung across the back of a
mule; my kit was not
remarkable cither for ies bulk
Or its teniity . . .

‘In one of these portiman-
teaus, then, Tdeposited a regi-
mental jacket, with all its
appendages of wings, lace,

etc.; twao pairs of grey trou-
sers;  sundry  waisteoats,
white, coloured, and flannel;
a few changes of Hannel
drawers; halfa-dozen pairs of
worsted stockings, and as
many of cotton. In the other
were six shirts, two or three
cravats, a dressing-case com-
pletely filled, one undress pel-
1sse, three pairs of boots, twa
pairs of shoes, with pocket-
handkerchiefs, ete., ete., in
proportion.  Thus, though
not encumbered by any use-
less quanticy of apparel, 1 car-
ried with me quite enough to
load a mule, and ro insure
myself againse the dangers of
falling short for at least a
couple of years to come, "’
.U‘j the autumn of thac year
Gleig was a hardened cam-
paigner and, typically, had

Right:

A waricty of fank company sabre
leilts rypical of the ratiige of weapons
carvied by Brivish officors of the
periad:

[A) 1807 flank company sabre. (B)
Ome af seweral varievies of cyplice
berme wpon the meard of the 183
sabre, (C) Mon-repselation bilt with
cheqieered ivory gripg and Yon-head
pommel. (TV Non-regilarion hrass
stirvege Wile with reeded |::J|:|?:|l g,
(E) MNasereguelation brags srivmup
hiift, the leather grip bound with il
wire. (F} A cet-price way of pro-
ducineg the fashionable ‘marpelle’
hilt: a flaske company sabire swith e
stirvip Rl cut away. The porwel
and quillon neight Fave bee jo
by a devachable length of chiat,

28

™ T n N R owom



reduced  his  immediate
impedimenta  to a  black
leather haversack slung on his
back contammg a  few
clothes, cold mear, biscuit
and rum, plus a pair of
pistols, his sword, belt, and a
‘pelisse’ {in chis case probahly
used in the sense of an over-
coat). He had, however,
added to his kit those items
indispensable to an English
gendleman, even on cam-
paign: a fishing rod, a fowling
piece, a spamicl, two grey-
hounds and a pointer!

Portable dining-sets exis-
ted ina variery of styles; some
mcluded  food  containers,
cutlery, sale and pepper pots,
evena glass tumbler and a ser-
viette, all packed in a stout,
portable box which would fir
ina haversack. Another vari-
ety included cutlery
tamed in a leather roll, o rake
up even less space. But such
nchly  equipped  canteens
were more often replaced by
the kind of basic kit described
by Kincaid:

A haversack on service is a
sert of dumb waiter. The
mess have a good many
things in common, but the
centents of the haversack arc
exclusively the property of its
owner; and a well-regulated
one cught never o be with-
out the following furmiture,
unless when the perishable
part is conmsumed, in con-

con=-

scquence  of  every  other
means  of  supply  having
tailed, viz, a couple of biscuir,
a sausage, a little tea and
sugar, a kmife, fork and
spoon, a tin cup (which
answers to the name of rea-
cup, soup-plate, wine-glass
and tumbler), a pair of socks,
a piece ol soap, a tooth-brush,
towel, and comb, and half a
dozen cigars.™

In 1814 Thomas Austin of
the 35th Foot noted: Our
stock of cutlery was confined
to a clasp-kmife and a clasp-
fork, the handles of which fit-

ted by pins and slots to cach
other; and, with the addition
af a clasp-spoon, attached to
the opposite end of the fork
handle, made a very uscful
pocket apparatus, bue at the
same time one that was by no
means sutted to delicate and
skilful carving.™

The remaining kit would
include all the other items
needed by a gentleman when
travelling: razors, writing sct,
perhaps a portable Tamgp (all
made to pack into the smallese
space possible); an account
book; usually, something to

SURK D A VIAMAS L UBLVEY

Erching by Thomas Rowdanadson
from The Military Adventures
of Jahnny Newcome, a satirial
verse stary of t rewces af @
parne officer going our fo e Peu-
inanda, Here wee see Jolwiy, prr-
sued by hegrpars, visiring aw ot ftter
t order fis campaioning kit before
leaving  Englond.  Clarfcarures,
gl dissarted, e be wseful refer-
ejices fe wnifinn srples: they may
exageerale poticealle feanres, b
¢ eeldonn inaend deme. There are
 fo note i th canrple:
fowe iicorn, shee dadifeed
seck=cloph at the throar, and the
key" boots (2 ) or deep
{Mational

very shonl Jacke
overall renifercement
Artry Musewm )

continued on p. 32
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PENINSULAR WAR LINE REGIMENTS

The fallowing regiments of British line infantry all
served at some time during the Peninsular War. In addi
tion to details of e, Facing colour and officers’ Ly
and/or button colour, a few regimental features are noted
{immediately below the unir concerned) to demonserare
the type of varie ¥y which existed. These are sclecred g
examples only: most regiments had some distinetive
features, even if only in the minutiae of ez turnback
badyes and cpaulette design, Shoulder belt plate varictics
are only noted in those cases where plates exhibited o
wide divergence from the usual shape.

Repiment

Facirgs Larce

15t (Royal Scors) Blue Giald
Regimental pattern siword 1700 and iy patteris i ping reginicial
atdye on guard. Bras scabbards for field officers.

2id (Queen’s Roval) Blue Silver

3rd (East Kent, Buffs) Buall Silver

4th (King's Own, Stlver (gold
Lancaster) Bl from 18a7)

Felver facings, tradiy ally of extra weidel. Flank cop. wngs ved it
oold =fg-zap lace, beariug silver gresade o v ol patch, or lfan o erore
aver silver buale.

sth (Morthumberland) Gosling green  Silver

Whole regr. had s grenadier caps i fiull dyess, CORTHTEN O )
captetee af French caps ar Willielmstahl, LPA2 00ty fae brew retained
o this era, but 18 ro fnspection wored ‘o grenadier caps”. Wiiole wait
may also have contivened o wrear wlize plumes. 18y Trspection noged
that officers were Mack waist helts i ad of shoudder belts. Headdyess
decarated with fuurel on s April after 18r 2, contmeorating Haduajos,
Bth (15t Warwickshire) Yellow Silver

gth (Royal Fuzileers) Blue Gaold

Pusilier caps worn for dress oo sions, and perhaps i carly part of
Peninsudar War. Epaifeties fad gilt cale straps bearing 'R and 'F' on
either side of rose within erownied parier.

uth {East Morfolk) Yellowa Silver

Very small showlder belt plate vecorded. In o officers of 1ot B
wore blie pantatosns, and may have contimied to do so,

roth (Neorth Lincolnshire)  ¥ellow Silver

Epanletses and wings had silver seale sivaps; wi-shaped shonlder
helt plates; batly these and epardetses hore "o wredth.

tith (Narth Devonshire) Deep green Gold

Light cop.: mamehitee sabre with Lilt guand, back prip | steel scabhard,

tyth (Bediordshire; from it Silver
8oy, Buckinghamshire)

Crenadier cap plates red weith silver deriees

2o0th (East Devanshire) Yellow Silver

23rd (Royal Welsh Blue Crold

Fuzilecrs)
Fusilier caps as nored forz th; epailenes ol pilt seale straps bt wedips
were red, Repimenial sabre lilee T¥ag pattern bt with et stivrnp hiils
with lavge lanpers bearing regineental Iaidye,

24th (Warwickshire) Gircen Silver
26th (Cameronian) ¥ellow Silver
27th (Inniskilling) Buff Gaold
28th {Morth Yellow Silver
Gloucestersh ire)

Extans flank coy. sabre fras gile soabband.

zgth (Worcestershire) Yellow Stlver
Jeth (Cambridgeshire) Pale Yellow  Silver
jrst {Huntingdonshire) Buff Silver
32od (Cornwall) White Crold

Horn badge on ipht coy, eap — offivers aistaken for msicians!
34th (Cumberland) Yellow Silver

3bth (Hercfordshire) Gosling green Gald

White piping to facines. For hall dre officers wore tight proen itn-
falvans witl gold stripe, and gold-laced Hessian bogrs.

Regimens Facings Lrice
a7th (Narth Hampshire) Yellow Silver
38th (13t Staffordshire) Yellow Silver

auth (1 Yorsetshire] Pea grreen Crold

4ath (znd Somersershire) Buft Ciold

Extant sivord of 1746 paiteri s ekl fog repliaced by v Gl
cop. wrodification ?

44th (East Essex) Yellow Silver
45th [Nutril}gh:unn.hin-_: Iark green Silver
47th (Lancashire) W hire Silver

48th [N:u'[h:unplm.\:-hm-) Bt Cold
soth (Wese Kenr IHack Stlver
Silver epanlene svaps frad intereeoven back e,

53rd (Shropshire) Ked Cionld
Flanke cop. wings very richly eohroidered with gold (pire.

stth (Woese Essex) Purple Silver

s7th (Woest Middlesex) Yellow Crold

stth (Rutlandshire) Hlack Gold

sgth (2nd Whire Croslel
Mottinghanishire)

st (South Buft Silver

Gloucestershirg)
Stonider belts had il ookl ane slider ingread of bedt plare

fiznd (Wiltshire) Bufr Silver
Obth (Berkshire) Cosling green Silver
O7th (Souwth Hampshire) Yellow Silver
74th (} ri!_qltJ:IHLL'I White Croald
Die-bilted 180g ; thereafier. fine HHiform.

76th {Hindoostan) 2o Silver
77th (East Middlesex) Yoollow Silver
Bt Butt Silvey
Sand {Prince of Wales Yellow Silver

Volunteers)
Lixtant fight coy. sabres have cither stivreig el seith Lanegers hrearing a
begle, ar ave 1803 patern bt gl all-meral scabbard.

Bard ¥ellow Silver

fgth {York & Lancaster) Yellow Silver

Agth (Prince of Wales' Green Cinld
Own Irish)

S8th (Connaught Rangers)  Yellow Silver

GIst Yollow Silver

De-kilted 1800 ; lipht coy. ware ot thistle o cap fromt,

o4th [Scotch Brigade) Grecn Gold
giith Bulf Silver
u7th (Queen’s Germans) e Stlver

The 1'c1”i:wi|1_|_r, regiments, which also served in the Peninsuly,
are not included in the main Jisc a5 none were uniformed as
ardinary line regiments, and they thus Gl aueside the scope of
this present article:

Highland regiments: 42nd, ggth, gand, g3rd
Light Infantry reginsenes: a3rd, srst. sand, 68l F1st, #5ch
Rijle corps: foth, g5th

Distinctive badges granted o regiments which served in the
Peninsula, according ro 180z Clothing regulations:
stz thistle and crown 2md Queen’s cypher and lamb qrd:
dragon goh: lion seh: St.George and dragon 6ih: antelope 7 ih:
rose within crowned gartergih: Britannia 27rd: Prince of Wales®
feathers 27k eastle with three mrrets and St. George's fag,
The ‘Egyptian badge’ — 4 sphinx upon a plinth inscribed
‘Egvpt' — was authorised for the s {znd Bn. only), 2nd, 1oth,
2oth, 23rd, 24¢h, anth, 27th, 28th,3oth, a7th, qoth (Hank coys
only), 44th, soth, s8h, and 61st. The honeur “Minden® was
authorised for the 2oth, 23rd, and 37th: and the honour
‘Gibraltar’ for the fank coys. only of the 3gth, s6th and 58th,
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continued from p- 32

night and morming. At
IV Sil[g‘ ‘.'\'.‘!”I\'.L'I.'l an
Irish nurse, carrying slung
across her shoulder a bassinet
made of green silk, in which
fay an infant, the hope of the
family. Behind  Madame's
mule marched a huge grena-
dier, the caprain’s faithful ser-
vant, with his musket over
his shoulder, urging on with a
stick the lady’s long-cared
steed. Behind him again came
a donkey laden with the vol-
uminous baggage of the fam-
ily, surmounted by a tea-
kettle and a cage of canaries,
A groom or jockey in livery
brought up the rear, mounted
on asturdy English horse . .
and . . . kept order among
the four or five hunting dogs

- which served as scours o
the caprain during the march

of his litele cavaleade, 2

wdame's

As an example of the type of
cxpenses  which an  officer
would mcur., and the pur-
chases which he would make,
the following are random
extracts from che Peninsula
account book of Wellington's
engineer Sir Richard Flercher.
Bt.. for t811-1q;0

Many officers vquipped themselies
with aravelling dressivy cases; ois
black leather example belowoed o
Le.Cen. Sir Rowland  Hill,
{Matiaral Arry Museum )

Milicary Hae 3
25 bight-

dallar

Pieces 45
Crrchs
Silver Cups
Subscriprion

to Lishon

Chazette
Braga Shawls
Paid

Portupguese

Farrier for

Horse

Shocs
Spanish

Dictionary 3
Paid Mr,

Lindergreen

for Flannel 2
d1z Income

tax 148
Cash paid for

50 Bank of

England

MNaotes 40
Paid to Cook

Domingus 3
Paid Mr,

Batchlay

for Poultry
Pad Antonio

for a Mule 40
Faid Cal,

Hareman

for a Horse 9o
Paid

Damingus’

Wife z
A View of

Coimbra
Loancd 1o a

French

Deserter 21

wn

wn

-1

£

g
15 b
g o
I 3
18 o
8 o
12 Th
6 6O
3
3 8
15 8
17 10
[.1 a
Ic o
o a
(A
8 o
Gl

Sroma Riflewan  (Londan,

While few line officers
would trouble with carrying
with  them  pictures  of
Coimbra, such expenses are
otherwise typical, and reflect
the demands upon the pocket
of ordinary officers.  The
prices ofitems of uniform and
cquipment (see also Pare 1)
can be seen to be consider-
able, if compared with the
average price of 30 for a
horsc. (The price of go
quoted here probably reflects
both the distance from the
ports ar which the deal was
struck, and thoroughbred
quality. In 181z Fletcher
bought another animal for
L18.)

During the height of the
campaigning  season, how-
ever, when an officer’s world
was that which could be car-
ried on his mule, his horse, or
his own back, the comment
which rings most crue is that
of Ensign Frederick Main-
waring of the 515t Foor: *No
one thought about the cur of 3
coat, or the fashion of 4 baot,
or looked coldly upon his
neighbour because his ragged
garment was less fashionable
than his own; sufficient was it
that he had a coat on his

back.'! M1

Source notes:

{1} Héstry of the Dress of the Koyal
Reginent of Anillery, R, |, Macdonald
(London, 18gq)

2) Advenmres in the Rifle Briyad
(London, 1830), and Randaom  Shore
qu;_:.

Capt. Sir |, Kineaid, combined edn.
Londan, undared

(3 Qb Seick Leg: Extraces jrom the
Driartes af Major Thomas Awstin, e,
Brig.Gen. H. H. Austin {London,
1)

(41 A Brirish Rifle Min: Jonm
respanidence of Major George S
duving the Pestnsular War, od. Col W,
Vemer (London, 1)

(3) Kincaid, wp. gir,

[0} Lile of a Soldier, @ Narative of n
Years" service fn varions parts of ahe
Hiorld, May. H Ross-L
(London, 1834)

() The Swhaiterr, Rev, G, R Gleg
(London, 18agz)

8) Kincad, op. at.

(9 Austin, ap. cit,

(10 Kincad, op. cit.

(11} The Life of Jafen Colbome, Fielde
Marshal Lord Seano, conipiled from
letters ... . G. C. Moore Smith
{London, 1503)

(13 Mémaives du Gendral Lejene, En
Prison et en Cuerre. A Travers I Ewrope
18og=r8ry (Paris, 1806)

(L3} Author's collection

(4] Fowr Years of A Soldier's Life.bya
Field Officer, Frederick Manwanng;
Coolbarn'’s Ulnired Sevvice Mapazine ami
Nir and Milirary Joumal {London,
18.44)

In addition to the sources noted
abowve, the following will be found of
(1R
Wellington's Ay, Sir C, W. ©
Orman (L . Ig1a)

& Car

Histary o forms af the Brivish
Anny, Vols, 11 and V', C.C, P, Law-
som (London, rohf & 1y

Meletary Dhess of the Bestisesselar Wy,

M. C. Windrow and G. A. Embleton
(London, 1g74)

Undforis of ilee Peminsular War, P 1
Haythormthwaite [Toole, 14578}




The British Infantry Officer
of the Peninsular War (2)

PHILIP [ HAYTHORNTHWAITE
Paintings by BRYAN FOSTEN

P:{rt 1 of this article described the officer’s uniform
clothing and insignia. In this concluding part we
cover the swords, belts and plates carried and worn
by officers in the field; their campaigning equipment
and privately purchased kit; and some known regi-
mental distinctions recorded among their uniforms.

Belts and Plates

Although on active scrvice
pistals or even muskets mighe
be carried, infantry officers
were ofhicially armed only
with a sword. This was sus-
].'.IC]]L{CI.] from a bele of buti-
leather, worn over the right
shoulder to the left hip, This
was normally worn over the
coatee and secured by the
epaulette strap; for undress, it
was warn aver the walstcoat
but under the coatee. The hele
was whitened or, in thaose
regiments with buff uniform
rﬂt‘.iﬁ_l:.';s. left i its  natural
colour.

The belt was fastened by an
omate plate situated in the
middle of the wearer’s breast;
cach regiment had its own
pattern of plate, in metal
corresponding  to the gold
or silver lace worn by regi-
mental officers, with devices
mounted 1 the contrasting
metal. Dreviees mcluded any
distincrive badges possessed
by the regiment, and usually
(though not invariably) the
regimental number.  There
were, in addition, plates of
whar mighr be termed 3 ‘gen-
eral pattern’, bearing 2

Shoulider belt plates. That af the
H8th Faot, calrz, is gilt, witl a
silver st ard central nemeber, the
larrer ot a enatted grownd, The ree-
tangnlar plate of whe 2eih Foer,
worn cafoz—20, i shrer with a
wiatineted desiyer of Moo regintenial
neet t Romam senrerals witliin
aO Crount wreatle, ahare  the
‘Epyptian” badge awardyd 10 the
regivent i _fuly rdoa.

crowned royal evpher, which
been used by

may  have

Right:
Serpent and lon-mrask awaise el
clasp, as wors by light companies.

! Buperior mumbsecrs in this artsde refer o soarce
moies ai the end.

officers who did not posscss
the official regimental place.

Plate design seems to have
been  determined  regimen-
tally, not by erders from
higher authority; indeed, it
was not unknown for dif-
ferent battalions of the same
regiment to wear plates of
different designs, or for the
flank companies to sport vari-
arions  incorporating  their
own gremade  or bugle
devices. At the turn of the
century the majority of plates
were oval and cngraved; as
time passed. embossed plares
or those with mounted
designs  {occasionally  with
fine  enamelling)  became
increasingly common, as did
rectangular plates.  Work-
manship was often of high
quality, involving precous
metals, c.g. silver and silver-
gilt,

Officers of barttalion com-
panies wore the sword sus-
pended from a frog at the left
hip. For flank companies the
usual suspension was by two
slings, in  light cavalry
tashion, either from  the
shoulder belt or (unofficially)
from a narrow waist belt
instead, Field officers, whose
mounted duties made shings
more convendent, also used
the waist belt; and occasion-
ally a whole battalion would
adopt a non-regulation style,
such as the black waist bele
umversally waorn by officers
of the 5th Foot. A belr fitting
favoured by officers of light
companics  was a  silver
whistle, used for signalling

when their men were skir-

mishing in open order; this

could alternatively be sus-
}

pended from a buttanhole on

the jacker.

Swords

Prior to 1790 no definie
regulation pattern of sword
had  existed, the official
instructions noting only thae
it should have a ‘strong, sub-
stantial’, straight blade at least
3z2in. long, and a hilt of gilt or
silver according to the lace
colour.  These instructions
produced the “spadroon” pat-
tern of 1786. In 1796 a new
sword was ordered, with 2
similar blade and a new gilt
hile with a single knuckle-
bow, shell guards, and a grip
bound with silver wire, As
the shells prevented it lyving
Hat against the body, the lefi-
hand shell was often hinged
to fold Aar when not in com-
bat. Handsome though chis
sword appeared, it was of
hmited wse, and che goard
was fragile: Mercer of the
Royal Arvllery noted thar
‘. . . nothing could be more
useless or ridiculous . . . it
was| good neither for cut nor
thrust and was a perfect
encumbrance’.! But, as it was
never intended chat infanery
officers  should  become
involved in  hand-to-hand
fighting, the  pattern  re-
mained unchanged fora quar-
ter of a century.

Originally  the  straight-
bladed 1706 pattern  was
meended for wse by fank
company as well as by ‘hat-
talion® officers; but, even
before  1ts  mtroduction,
grenadiers and hght infantry
had begun unafficially using
curved, hght  cavalry-seyle
sabres as a further demon-
stration of their élite status, In
1799 sabres were officially
approved; but no afficial pat-
tern was specified uneil 1803,
when a version with an exag-
geratedly curved blade some
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