PREVIEW

Three Scottish Soldiers

On I June 1987 two new permanent galleries
were opened as part of an cxpansion of the

Scottish  United

Services

Museum, Scotland’s

National Museum of the Armed Services in Edin-
burgh Castle. Situated in a prominent 19th-century
building overlooking Princes Street, originally built
as the garrison hospital in the 1890s, the galleries are
the first addition to the SUSM since the 195(0s.

The Story of the Scot-
tish Soldier 1600-1914
is the title of the exhibition
which occupies the two main
galleries. Smaller arcas are to
be used for specialist displays;
and an exhibition dealing
with the history of military
musicis planned for this year.

In the past the military his-
tory of Scotland has been told
mostly through the various
regiments which have
become household names not
enly in Scotland but through-
out the world; this was cer—
tainly the case in the existing
galleries in the SUSM. [t was
felt thae the time had come for
a broad-ranging history of
the Scotwtish  soldier. The
SUSM, with its unique caol-
lection  combined with an
incomparable site — the Cas-
tle 1s the most visited Ancient
Monument in Scotland —
was ideal for this purpose.
The exhibition which has
resulted looks at most aspeces
of the Scottsh soldier from
17th-century mercenaries to
l9th-century  Rifle  Volun-
teers, and ends with the out-
break of the Great War. It is
planned to continue the story
in a further exhibition in the
near furure.

To acr as a focal point, the
exhibition includes 21 full-
length figures cach dressed in
a complete uniform from the
museum’s large collection.
The lifelike fipures have wax
hands, and heads with glass
eves and even human hair.
Each has a distinctive face,
based where possible on an
actual likeness of the original
wearer of the uniform.

Because many  of  the

uniforms belonged to one
individual, and have survived
almost complete, it has been
possible to give an identity to
many of the figures and to

36

present information on cheir
lives and careers,

One drawback inseparable
trom this approach is that 19
of the 21 figures are dressed in
officers’ uniforms. Because
an officer had to buy his
uniforms they remained his
property after retirement or
death; and, being of liule
practical use to a civilian, they
were sometimes packed away
in a trunk, often with a heal-
thy amount of camphor, and
stored in an attic, to be disco-
vered intact by furure genera-

tions. Any deficiencies in the
surviving costumes used in
the  Edinburgh  exhibirion
have been made up either
with originals of the correct
pattern or with  specially-
made and exact reproduc-
tions.

Orcher Ranks” uniforms, on
the other hand, were efther
handed in upon discharge, or
worn until they fell apart; the
discharged soldicr was often
compelled by circumstaneces
to wear whatever he could.
Out-of-date  or  worn-out
OR’s vniform  items were
sometimes cut up to make
fatigue clothing, and eventy-
ally, cleaning rags. Little now
survives from any period; it
15, for instance, a scandalous
thought that to the best of our
knowledge no single example
of the uniform coar of an
Orther Rank of a  British
Guards or Line Infantry regi-
ment  of the Napoleonie
period now survives in any
published collection in the
United Kingdom.
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Starting in the next issue of
‘MI', Allan L. Carswell, 1
Muscum  Assistant  ar the
SUSM, will contribute an
occasional series of three art-
cles which examine in detal
three of the figures in the
exhibition. These will be Lt
Col. John Dalgleish of the
21st Regiment of Foot (Royal
North  British  Fuzileers),
1797, two of whaose uniforms
survive, spanning the 1780s
and 1790s; a ]Jriv;ltc of the
93rd (Highland) Regiment of
about 1854; and Capr. Fre-
derick Phillips of the 2Znd
(Royal North British) Dra-
goons, also  c. 1854, The
accompanying colour photo-
graph, showing in detail the
collar, lapel and cpaulette of
Le. Col. Dalgleish’s uniform
of the 17%s, gives some ides
of the superb quality of the
surviving uniforms which we
shall be illustrating, wherever
possible in colour. 1]




Lt.Col. John Dalgleish, 21st Regiment of Foot, 1797

ALLAN CARSWELL

he uniforms of Lt. Col, Dalgleish now form part
of the collections of the Scottish United Services
Museum, Edinburgh Castle; and a tableau depicting
him as he may have appeared while on recruiting
duty in 1797 is included in the SUSM’s major exhib-
ition “The Story of the Scottish Soldier 1600-1914",

mentioned in ‘AT No.15.

Ejn]m Dalgleish sac in his
Spartan inn lodgings in

the small town of Paisley,
south of Glasgow, on a cold

The  fignre  representing  Jolm
Dalglersh in the SUSM exliit-
froue, slodeny Fein as e might fave
appearcd in Jois quarters at Paisley s
Abercorn Inn in Janvary 1797, He
wears smallclothes: shirt, breeches
and aeatsecoar. The waisteoat and
regitental cvat dhovred a frill of the
shirt ar the weck; new officers were
recommrended o buy 24 shing,
Dralgleish’s waistcoar is made of
winte cassimeere, a heilled woellen
dloti; it s single-breasted, with
sewall, palt, cast repivienial buitons
fearing "21°, a thistle wnd a croun
writhine a falate horder — see colour
phatograpis. The skirts are ot
squiare af tite front, and do ot taper
Ay A3 ONE MR EXpiee,

The breecles are of the some
wiaterial; the trap fly is sevured by
tia ferge prilt bations, and the vent
at ilie bastom af eacl leg, ontside the
krree, a5 clesed by five small pilt
regimental bitftons, aeith o buckle
beloie the lence. White leather
breeches wenld also lave beem worn
on sone accasions, Black clath paii-
ers and half-hoars, ar top-haots,
woreld wormally have been arom,
though stackings and shoes would
mot he sennisial when pareding with
traops, A Mack silk stock or blagk
craval teas uam af e neck over the
shirt; amd o crimson sille set gazh
oeer the radsteont, knotred ar she
Tt aiaist.

Officers” hair dresiing depended
ot the feeaddress bring seore, With
the dress fur cap the Tong back fuiv
was plaited and tied with a rilibon,
fien fixed up the back of e fead
with @ comb, For everyday wear the
Jeair s either elubbed (the Tong
Trarir gdthrrrd nlzmr{ a F\q.'f i‘l[ !Iu'
back af the seeck, and tied sith a rib-
bon it a black leather rosciie
attached); or wort in @ guee — as
here — like a pHgtarl I-"FCIPP!'J
raend it a back witlion decorated
with the leather rosette. The fair
was ot every month by the repis
mental barber, and was o be well
illed reith poveder and posnatim —
i pigtment oviginally made from
aple fuie,

"Superior numbers refer 40 the noces at the end of
this arvicle.

January evening in 1797, he

may well have reflected upon
his life and career as an officer
in the King's army, He was 42
years of age: a man — by all

accounts — of frugal tastes,
through necessity i not
through inclination, after

serving for 20 years in the
SAME reglment,

At this moment in his life
he was in command, albeit
temporarily, with the rank of
lieutenant-colonel of his regi-
ment; and was busily recruit-
ing men to take the places of
the hundreds who had died
during the 21st"s most recent
campaign in the West Indies.
The deaths of many officers
senior o Dalgleish had con-
tributed in large part to his
present position. Dalgleish
was one of hundreds of Army
officers whose lack of wcealth
or influence doomed them to
responsibility for the mun-
dane dav-to-day running of
their regiments; frequently
passed over, they had lictle
hope of promotion or recog-
nition except by the death of
comrades.

DUTCH SERVICE

John was born in 17585, the
third son of a minor landed
family, the Dalgleishes of
Westgrange in the county of
Fife. As the third of five chil-
dren he would have to make
his own way in the world;
and like many of his class and
county (including his
younger brother), it was
decided that he would
become a soldier. Having
neither the money nor the
influence o acquire  an
ensign’s commission in the
British Army of the day, John
Dalgleish was commissioned
at the age of 19 as Faandrig

[ensign) in the Znd Battalion

of McKay’s Regiment, part
of the Scots Brigade in the
service of the Dutch — a force
of three two-battalion regi-
ments  originally  recruited
and officered entirely from
Scotland. By 1774, however,
the heavy recruitment of
Scots for British regiments
during the Seven Years War
had  much  diluted the
Brigade’s national character,
though the officers continued
to be Scottish,
The  young

Dalgleish

served for two years in the
Brigade, whose main func-
tion was to garrison a series of
fortified towns known as the
‘Barrier of the Dutch'™, This
duty cannot have been cither
particularly exciting or —
since Dutch sympathies lay
firmly with the Americans in
the fortheoming conflier —
particularly congenial.

THE
REVOLUTIONARY
WAR

In spring 1776 Dalgleish had a
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stroke of good fortune, and
managed to  obtain  an
ensign's commission in the
21st Regiment of Foot, The
Royal North British
Fuzleers, then under orders
to sail for Morth America to
help put down the rebellious
colonists. The following vear
saw the 21st raking part in
Burgoyne's expedition down
the Hudson, ending with
defeatat Saratoga at the hands
of Maj.Gens. Horatio Gates
and Benedict Arnold. The
215t suffered heavily during
the long march and in the
final confrontation. Cut off
and outnumbered, Burgoyne
was forced to surrender,

The offered terms were
honourable, the Britsh
troops being granted repatri-
ation on condition they never
returned to America. Perhaps
unsurprisingly, the Congress
failed to ratify these terms:
the captured officers were to
be exchanged for Americans
of equal rank, while the rank
and file were to be kept as
prisoners  of war. John
Dalgleish remained a prisoner
at  Charlottesville, Virginia
until 1780; of the 200-odd
men of his regiment who sur-
rendered at Saratoga, nothing
more was ever heard. Back in
Scotland  Dalgleish and his
brother officers began to
rebuild their destroyed regi-
ment.

IRELAND, CANADA,
& THE WEST INDIES

Back to strength in 1782 after
recruiting around Dalgleish's
home county of Fife, the 21st
was sent to Ireland, where it
remained for six quiet years
— although Dalgleish comp-
lains in his diary of the
expense of living in Dublin®.
A sharp contrase to this fash-
ionable society was provided
by the next posting, to Nowva
Scotia, The prospect of the
fogs and chills of the Cana-
dian  Maritimes  persuaded
several officers to sell their
commissions and purchase
others in regiments based in
more comtortable surround-
ings. This expensive option
was, of course, not open
to  John Dalgleish, who
remained with the 21st, and
was promoted captain in

August 1789,

After four inactive years in

Canada the regiment
embarked, on the outbreak of
war with France in April
1793, for Barbados. During
the  disastrons  campaign
against  the  French-held
islands of the West Indies the
215t ok part in the unsuc-
cessful  attempt on  Mar-
tinique;  then  landed  en
Anrigua, where they fell prey
to the vellow fever which at
that time made the West
Indics one huge graveyard for
British soldicrs. By the end of
1793 the regiment had lost
nine officers and 94 rank and
file to the discase; Dalgleish
contracted it, but survived, to
find himself the senior sur-
viving captain in the regi-
ment,

In 1794, reinforced by
drafts from other units, the
21st once again formed part
of a force fAlung against Mar-
tinique; this time the attack
succecded, and the expedition
went on to capture St. Lucia
and Guadeloupe. Trying to
hald the islands in the face of
disease, native revolts and
French counter-invasions
was a different and costly
matter. By 1796 the 215t was
again in a low state, split up
between various islands and
worn down by sickness, For
most of this period Dalgleish
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acted as commanding officer,
vet still only with the rank of
captain. Eventually many of
the able-bodied men were
transferred to other units and
the remnant of the regiment
was sent home, after three
years of appalling hardship
suffered in a campaign since
judged an expensive and
unnecessary disaster,

* w *

And so we recurn o John
Dalgleish in his chilly room in
the Abercorn Inn in Paisley in
January 1797, rebuilding a
shattered regiment for the
secand time in his career. Of
the 31 officers who had sailed
for Canada eight years
before, only he and six others
remained  with  the 21st.
Dalgleish had finally been
promoted major in Sep-
tember 1793, and to lieuten-
ant-colonel  the  following
year. Mow he was acring
commanding officer as the
21st recruited in Scotland; the
senior lieutenant-colonel was
arranging for new uniforms
and equipment to be sent
north from Londaon.

PROMOTION AND
RECRUITING

It had taken Dalgleish 20
years to reach this position,
and many men of his means
would have regarded him as

e R ——

Claricanere of @ receniting party of
tee 1790s, showing o grenadier or
Fuzileer officer with the al
accompanying drommier and fifer.
The contemperary popular i
of typical Avny reaueits is i
conveyed.

fortunate. Unable to buy
himself up the ladder of
promotion, he had had the
luck w survive a rterribly
costly campaign, advancing
without purchase and purely
by seniority. The subalterns’
toast to ‘a bloody war and a
sickly secason’ was all too
understandable,

For those with wealth and
connections the story could
be very different. In the 17805
it was feasible for a wealthy
man to advance from ensign
to lieutenant-colonel in the
space of three weeks, without
serving a single day with
any regiment™,  Although
attempts were made to regu-
late the prices of commis-
sions, they were nearly
always sold through special
brokers for the highest price
available, The system was
open to the most fagrant
abuses, and schoolboys could
be bought commissions over
the heads of cxperienced
junior officers.

Another means of achiev-
ing promotion was the sys-
tem  of ‘raising for rank’,
Whenever the army needed
building up quickly the gov-
ernment would offer com-
missions  to  anyone  who
would undertake to recruit
an independent company,
which would then be drafted
mto an existing battalion —
thereby putting a totally inex-
perienced captain above the
battalion’s  serving ensigns
and lieutenants. The short-
comings of this method were
displayed during the Duke of
York’s disastrous Flanders
campaign of 1793, when
many of these companies
were found to  contain
nothing but untrained boys
and old men enlisted by
unscrupulous and self-seek-
ing officers. The inadequacy
of most of the senior regi-
mental  officers who  had
purchased their commissions
was also starkly revealed dur-
ing this campaign. A letter
from the Duke’s Adjutant
General described the pitiful




condition of the otficer corps:

‘There is not a young man
in the Army that cares one
farthing whether his com-
manding officer, the
brigadier or the commander-
in-chief approves his conduct
or not. His promotion
depends not on their smiles or
frowns. His friends can give

Officer of the Tth Regiment of Foot
{Rayal Fuzileers), 1792 emprap-
ing after @ watercolanr by Edwand
Dayes. The 2051 woudd hase wern
very similar weiform,

Until 1792 officers of Fuzileer
regiments still carvied fhe fizil, a
Hlet meskeet fasacered o the 17706
by inafantry afficers in place aof the
imwicldy spoutoon ar kalf-pike.
Thiz latter was abolished in 1786
antdd the fivst afficial instrection was
isaied fur officers to CAFFy SHATS
alone; as stated, Puzileer officors
only complied in 1792, The suord,
weitly a straighe 3200, blade, was to
frave a ilt of wnspecified desion in
eitiver @ilt or silver, according ro the
regiment's buttent colour, Officers’
swords nnslin one repfinent wers to
e wriform; aud in pracice many
wnits adopred the *fee ball” kile, @
plain desigr identified by five foined
hyls incorporated  inte thie
kncklebour and side ring. 1t is s
ko exactly  what hift g
evoured in the 2150, A crimson and
gold sword leeor wonld e wors.
TTee saond weas carvied fn a scabbard
ehrouglh a fiog in the wivitened buff
teatizer spord belt swom gver the
vight sheslder and fastened with an
oval copper-gilt plate enpraved
with a crowned thistle devige ser-
rovnded by the matta Nemo Me
Trmpuene Lacessit and the mineher
XD When ou dury an officer
wonld wear the belt aver the coat,
wirent off dury, under the cont,

Thwe athier mark of an officer on
ity was the gorget, sugpended on
ribboss iwith rosettes, wswally in
regimensal  facine colowr,  either
Srome the collar buttons or the top
lagrel buttons ™, Betweeen 1768 aned
1796 dite gerget bore the Rayal
Arms and vegimental number, plus
any ather devices the regiment swere
entitled to wear but, as in all sud
questions, individual regiments ad
colomels indulped  themielves n
ronmithorised embellishments. Dur-
ing this pericd, tea, the gorget metal
matched the n'_qfnwur': .fm_fmn_s and
lace. In 1796 @ newr nativersal par-
derm was intodced in copper-pilt,
bearimg the Royal Cypher and
croum, The only 20sr Regiment
gorget i the SUSM bears the
Ropal Anms and regimental title
and ssmber — but it ie inade i
silver, not wsed by the 2158 for their
lace stnce mnech earlier in the cen-
tury, wiven porgers were of a dif
event desige, Wiether theis particu-
lar cxample had been gilded ar ome
time, or whether the 215t wore
sileter pargets as some wnanthorised
regimental idiesyncrasy, i not
kenewen (Mational Ary Museson,
Londos)

him a thousand pounds with
which to go to the auction
rooms in Charles Screet, and
in a fortnight he becomes a
captain, Out of fifteen regi-
ments of cavalry and twenty-
six of infantry which we have
here, twenty-one are com-
manded literally by boys or
idiors™

By the late 1790s the posi-
tion had improved following
a series of reforms institured
by the Duke of York as Com-
mander-in-Chief. A mandat-
ory period of service was
required in cach rank prior o
promoton; a mummum age
of 16 was set for officers; and
a Royal Military College was
founded.  Despite  these
improvements  the officer
corps was still dominated by
privilege and wealth. For
men like John Dalgleish the
system  offered a  hard,
monotencus life spent often
in unpleasant and unhealthy
postngs, for lele reward or
recognition.

Filling the ranks

When the 21st returned from
the West Indics in 1796 it was
a regiment in name only
Dalgleish and his officers
faced the daunting rask of
recruiting  and  training  a
whole new unit, the estab-
lishment of which had just
been raised to 1,000 men, [t
took over four vears to fill the
ranks, and this was only
achieved by raking volunteers
from the wvarious Fencible
units, and by recruiting while
stationed in Ireland™. The
Fencibles were at least par-
tially trained; and Ircland had
become a vast pool of poten-
tial recruits since the easing
of restrictions on Roman
Catholics serving in the ranks
of the Army in the early
1780s.

While Dalgleish was at
Paisley in  winter 1796/97
recruiting  parties  were
despatched throughour cent-
ral Scotland, each consisting
of an officer, several
sergeants, and  usually
drummer. They enlisted
frem the social groups wha
had always filled the army:
farm labourers unemployed
following the harvest, unskil-
led workers, petry criminals,
and the occasional adven-
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turer. At this time the only
qualifications required of a
recruit  were a  minimum
height of 5ft 8in; that he *have
no rupture’ nor ‘be troubled
with fits” or any other lame-
ness; that he not be an appren-
tice, or serving with the
Militia. In peacetime the
army would gladly rake any-
one outside these categories;
in wartime, even these
restrictions could be waived,
Enlistment was generally
for life, bur in wartime a
limited period of service was
introduced,  along  with a
more attractive bounty. Con-
ditions and pay were poor;
the daily wage of a soldier
was increased from 8d o a
shilling in the 1790s, but vari-
ous deductions for food and
‘necessaries” were made from
this. While rations were basic
in the extreme, and irregular
when on campaign, at least
enlistment normally guaran-
teed a full belly, and this alone
would have been a sufficient
inducement for many. Brutal
discipline, inadequate medi-
cal services, scant attention to
hygiene, a monotonous daily
round in peacetime and the
very real risk of death or
mutilation on active service,
without even the assurance of
a pension for the turned-off
wounded — these factors add
up to an existence harsh
enough in 20ch-century eyes
to justify the soldier’s almost
universal recourse to the bot-
tle. The fact remains, how-
ever, that given the social
backgrounds of many of the
men  who  volunteered 1o
serve in the late 18th century,
army life must have had its
comparative attractions.

THE UNIFORMS

The figure in the SUSM
exhibition which represents
John Dalgleish i his inn
room is dressed in surviving
clothing presented to  the
Museum in 1949 by his
descendants; the gift con-
sisted of two regimental
coats, a pair of breeches, and a
waistcoat, all in excellent
condition.

As a semor officer in a
Fuzileer regiment in  the
17905, Dalgleish would wear
a uniform based on thae pre-
scribed in the 1768 Clathing

Warrant and its subsequent
amendments™, Tt would, of
course, have been personally
ordered and paid for. There
arc no known surviving
illustrations  of the 2lst
Fuzileers from this period;
but one of a superb series of
engravings after the water-
colours of Edward Dayes,
draughtsman to the Duke of
York, shows an afficer of the
7th Foot (Royal Fuzileers) in
1792. Although a little earlier
than the Dalgleish figure, its
main difference lies in the face
that the Dayes figure 15 sell
carrying the fuzil, bayonet
and cartnidge pouch then the
persanal  armament  of  all
Fuzileer officers; chey were
replaced in that year by the
sword for all pceasions.

Abowve:

Rear of the coar worn by Johm
Dalgleish, ¢ 1790,

Lefi:

Rear of the coat wem by Jolm
Dualaleish, ¢ 1780,

Headgear

Fuzileer officers wore three
different forms of headdress,
Far full parades the Fuzileer
cap was worn: a black
bearskin cap with a blackened
metal front plate bearing the
King's crest and the motto
Nec Aspera Tervent picked out
m gilt, with gold cords and
tassels, and a white frather
plume on the left side, This
cap was very similar to that
then worn by grenadicrs
except in lacking the small
rear grenade badge, and in
being slightly shorter than the



Lrone view, and detail of epanlere,
auff, and dnmback oreament, of the
aral warn by Jol Dalpleish,
o 1780,

12in. height of the grenadier
type. It would appear that this
fur cap was kept very much as
a full dress iem (probably
due to the expense of replac-
ing it).

For everyday wear the
‘cocked”  felt bicorn  was
waorn, This had a gold lace
loap, regimental button, and
a black cockade, with the dis-
tinctive white hackle of the
Fuzileers and grenadicrs.

There is also evidence that

Furileer regiments wore what
is referred to as a Chelmer’
with a white feather hackle.
This would seem o have
been of similar appearance to
the ‘“Tarleton” helmer worn
by light dragoons, horse artil-
lery, and some light infantry
regiments. The 7th  Foot
{Royal Fuzileers) were cer-
tainly wearing such a helmet
i about 1788, and mention is
made of an officer requiring a
helmet in the regimental

12
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standing orders of 17987
Whether the 21st wore such
helmets is not known.

Regimental coat

This was the most expensive
part of the uniform, and an
officer would be expected to
own two. Dalgleish certainly
had two: both have survived,
though they were obviously
made at different dates. Both
follow the 1768 Warrant
t:h:(tl.-pf in ]J;uring npright col-

Frant viewe, aud detail of epanlerre,
enff, and siveliack grvaneceny, af the
coal wom by fohe Dalelvish,
TN

lars rather than the buttoned-
down type stipulated in those
regulations. They are made
from scarlet superfine wool-
len cloth, with cuffs, collars,
and waist-length lapels in the
regimental facing colour of
dark blue. The body lining is
of white shalloon, a Ii;ﬂit—
weight worsted fabric; the
sleeves are lined with a linen
flax, and the coat-tail
turnbacks with whire cassi-
mere,



Oeastenmaster. Taplor of the Tth
Foat {Royal Fuzileers), 1788:
nate the headpear.  (From John
Kays, A Series of Original Por-
traits)

The main datable differ-
ences between the two coats
lie in the cpaulettes, and the
button loop decorations. The
earlier coat has the usual two
epaulettes worn by Fuzileer
officers of all ranks™, but of
the design without the cres-
cent above the fringe, and
with the strap of facing colour
embroidered  with  gold
thread — a typical design of
the 1780s. The button loops
{ten in pairs on each lapel; one
on each collar; and four in
pairs on each cuff) are of gold
thread embroidery, square-
ended, 2Vn. long on the
lapels. On the rear of the coat
are two tail pockets with
three-pointed flaps cach deco-
rated with four false button
loops of the same gold wire
cmbroidery, corresponding
to four gilt-covered bone but-
tons of the same design as
those on the lapels, collar and
cuffs. Berween the pocket
flaps are two buttons and four
more embroidered loops; and
two  embroidered  thistle
devices decorate the points
where the tail turnbacks
meet.

The second coar follows
much  the same pattern,
except that the button loops
have now changed to applied
gold  lace  rather than
emnbroidery™. The lapels area
little fuller. The design of the
epaulettes is now thae of the
17%0s5: a solid strap of gold
lace with a crescent of gold
embroidery  and  spangles,
and an applied crowned this-
tle badge at the end of the
strap, above a gold bullion
and thread fringe. The same

badge is also used on the tail
turnbacks.
* * *

Jehn Dalgleish was not an
exceprional  soldier, neicher
was his career particularly
remarkable — which is what
makes him importane as an
exemplar. For every famous
personality of the period
there  were hundreds  like
Dalgleish: ordinary men whao
looked on the Army as their

career, and had long experi-
ence  of s soupiditics,
inadequacies and injustices.
Left to try to run their regi-
ments as best they eould, they
saw themselves trampled by
privileged youths and weal-
thy fools, but lacked the inde—
pendent  means —  and
perhaps the radical temper —
to challenge the system. Most
were, after all, the deeply
conservative products of a
social  background  which
regarded the challenging of
traditional authority with dis-
trust, if not horror.

It is well-documented that
Scotland produced hundreds
of such younger sons of the
gentry, to whom the Army
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offered the only secure
future, albeit, in terms of rank
and fortune, a distinctly mod-
est one. Scotland's relative
lack of wealth, relative isola=
tion from the prosperous
centre of the state, and long
tradition of service in other

peoples’ armies reinforced
this tendency.
In October 1797 John

Dalgleish sold his commis-
sion and left the regiment he
had served so long and faich-
fully — and the Army. It is
pleasant to record that with
the money he received for his
hard-carned rank he married
the daughter of a local Fife
family in 1798, and settled
down to father eight children,

—'_

Om the deaths of his two elder
brothers in 1811 he succeeded
to the family estate; and died
mn 1829 ar the respectable age
of 74.

In late 1797 Dalgleish’s suc-
cessor as lieutenant-colonel of
the 2ist Foot (Roval North
Brinsh Fuzileers) arrived in
scotland to join the regiment.
Lord Evelyn Stuart, formerly
of the 1st Regiment of Foot
Guards, was then 24 years
old,

Nuotes

(1) This chain of foreified towns gar-
risoned by the Duech bevond their
own southern fromtier in the then
Austrian Netherlands, ro act as a
defence against Fresch invasion, was
fixed by treaty in 1713 as including
Namur, Tournal, Menin, Fumes,
Warneton, Ypres, Knocke and
Dendermonde (3 shared garrison),
The Scots were thought betrer suited
than Durch troops for the sengitive
duty of garrisoning  towns  well
within a foreign, and Catholic, stae,
(Pagers Testrating the History of the
Scots Hrigade in the Seviice af the Uited
Nedherlands 1572-1782, Vol.IT, ed.
James Ferpuson (Edinburgh, 1899
pp-108-111.

(2] An Inspection Return dated 24
July 1787 at Dublin describes che 21s
as a ‘Very showy, good regiment’.
Bratish Military  Uniforms  1768-9¢,
Hew Strachan (London 1973), p-215,
(3) The Purchase System in the Beitich
Army  1860-1871, Anthony Bruce
(London 1980, p. 38,

() Quoted in TThe Stary af Sandhurst,
Hugh Thomas (London 19617, p, 20
[3) Fencible regiments were units of
infantry and cavalry raised at various
times of national emergency during
the second half of the 18th century,
mainly m Scotland, Full-time home
defence troops, they enlisted for 2
limited period for service restriced
te within the British Isles, All were
disbanded after the Peace of A micns,
1502,

(6} As Dalgleish left che Army in 1757
his uniform was unaffected by the
new regulations issued in 1796-97,
which macde major changes to the
infantry officer's clothing and equip-
ment,

(7} Stamding Cwders of the Roypal
Fuzileers, 1798 ed. Percy Sumner,
JSAHR, Val.27 p.120,

(8) The pracrice of Furileer officers
wearing two epaulettes arose from
their requining owa crossbhelts, since
they alone carried the cartridge box
and bayonet.

(9 The change from embroidered
loops to applicd lace would usually
have been made at che behest of the
Regimental Colonel. Gen,  James
Inglis Hamilton, colanel of the 21
from 17494, may have been responsi-
ble.

(10) Mouneed officers within a regi-
ment, c.g. the adjutane and the field
officers (such as Dalgleish) would not
wear a gorger. fnfaniry Clothing Reg-
latfons, 1802, W.¥, Carman,
JSAHR, Val19, p.211,
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