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A Tale of Two Guardsmen

PHILIP J. HAYTHORNTHWAITE
Painting by BRYAN FOSTEN

Ithough the literature of the Napoleonic Wars is
A vast, the majority of the personal accounts
concern commissioned officers. Memoirs of the
rank-and-file do exist; but rarely is encountered a
new relic or document which brings the
anonymous ranker more sharply mto focus. Two
such collections are published here for the first
time, both referring to members of the British Foot
Guards in 1814-15, and linked by a remarkable
coincidence. One  provides  significant  new
evidence regarding the uniform of the Guards at
this period; the other relates to that most famous of
Napoleonic bartles, Waterloo. They are presented
here in order of seniority of their regiments.

THE PAYNE
SELF-PORTRAIT

It is to John Hall of the Dept.
of History, Albion College,
Michigan, that we are
mdebeed for permission to
reproduce a most significant
uniform-portrait of the st
Foot Guards; and to Capt.
D1, Horn, Curator of the
Guards Muscum, Wellington
Barracks, to which museum
the porerait s currently on
lewan, that we owe thanks for
access.

On 29 March 1804 Thao-
mas Carden, Justice of the
Peace of the Ciry of Worces-
ter, attested a recruit to the
1st  Regiment of Foot
Guards. The recruic  was
William  Payne, aged 18
years, born in the Parish of
Stoke, Worcester, of fair
complexion and dark brown
hair, 5ft. 3%in. tall. In 1802

This frons flap of a “Belgic” shaka
15 preserved in Bruosgels, af one
time o display in e Ropal Anny
Musenm. It was claimed to be @
relic of the Waterloo camipaign,
and  was  displayed  with
Coldstream  shako  plate and a
separare [aegle-Trors hadpe. Since
its provenanie & anecderal af best,
we are nnable to say hase wmeiilt
weight way fe ‘m'.rrm' pen s
combination af irents az geruinely
ronfemparary, evidence of a practice
wehich seemes to ke contradicred n'J]J
the Willianr Payne self-porrrait.
{Crourtesy folm Mallo)

he had served as a volunteer
{which had perhaps given
him a taste for military
service); and was enrolled by
a recruiting  party  under
Ensign  Davenport, whose
corporal, Thomas Birkites,
witnessed Payne's  attestat-
ion.

Having been examined by
the surgeon R LHIL who
pronounced him “fit for his
Majesty's service’ (‘no Rup-
ture, nar was ever troubled
with Fits, and am no Ways
disabled by Lameness or
otherwise, but  have the
pg‘.rﬁ.:l_'l: usc of my ]_.iﬂlhﬁ.)‘
and having received the ten
guineas  bounty,  Payne
signed with a  cross the
Articles of War: ‘T, William
Payne, do swear to be true o
our Sovercign Lord King
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George, and to serve him
honestly and  faithfully,
Defence of  Tis Person,
Crown and Digmty, against
al his Enemics or Oppres-
sors, whatsoever: And
obscrve and obey Fhs Majes-
ty's Orders, and the Orders
of the Generals and Officers
set over me by His Majesty’-

Payne was illicerate wher
he enlisted, bue learned to
write a passable hand —
though he was unable to spel
correctly his own name, &
evident from a note afhxec
to the rear of his self~portrait

‘William Payen he Served a
a voelwnteer in 1802 enlisted as e
Soldier 1804 and in 1803 i¢
Sicily he was in Spata with Si
John Moore at the refreat o
Corunna  then  in Hollans
takeing of Filushing aftenward
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i Spaie under the duke of
Wellington. Retwrned o Eng-
i aned was ordered to Ireland
Servered 21 years and some days
i e Grenadier Grrds &
Comy. his own likeness draws
Iy himnself".

That bref statement en-
cipsulates 2 remarkable
arcer e which Payne sur-
vived two of the most costly
ampaigns  of the British
army at the penod:  che
horrors  of the retreat to
Corunna, and the disease-
mdden expedition o Wal-
theren  (the  caprure  of
Flushing). He survived 1o
reeeive the Military General
Service Medal with clasp for
Corunna’,

Sclf-portraits by enlisted
men arc rare, but this one is
especially significant duc o
the uniform: depicted. Payne
portrayed  himself in 1815
wearing his best ‘walking-
ont’ uniform, and is obvious—
Iy a member of the battalion
light mfantry company. The
basic uniform is well known:
ascarlet jacket with dark blue
facings and white lace, the
loops in the design know as
‘bastion’, the widening ends
of which resulted in there
being insufficicnt room on
the breast for the normal ten
loops, hence the number
being reduced to cight. The
shoulder-wings with whire
worsted edging were distine-
tions of the battalion fank
ompanics  {grenadiers  and
light mfancry).  Wich  this
wiform are worn the full-
dress white  breeches  and
black  gairers  (white  long
gaiters were worn on dress
parades, and grey overalls for
ordinary service); and the
single shoulder belt suppore-
ing the bayonet-scabbard,
this belt being worn on its
own for ‘walking-out’. The
rectangular brass  bele-plate
bore the design of a crowned
Garter with “GIIR’ in the
centre. The fob ar the righe
waist emphasizes the “off-
duty’  aspect  of  Payne's
unitorm, such additions not
being permitted on duty,

What makes the Payne
portrait a3 most  important
document is the portrayal of
the shako. Payne shows the
false-fronted  1812-pattern
Belgic' cap, with the grecn

cards and plume of the light
company. The shzko badges
are most significant, as they
would appear to be the only
contemporary  evidence  of
the isignia of the Guards
light infintry, and suggest
that previous reconstructions
would appear to be incorrect.

The ordinary plate for the
1812 shako was a crowned
‘rococo’ shicld bearing the
royal cypher, but amaong
many regimental  patterns
that of the 15t Guards bore an
embossed star bearing  the
Garrer encircling *GR” in the
centre. This plate was womn
from the issuc of the shako;
but on 28 December 1814 it
was ordered chat lighe com-
panies should adopt nstead
separate badges of a bugle-
horn over the regimental
number. As the number was
not appropriate for Guards
regiments, it has been pre-
sumed that they wore the
bugle over the ordinary
plate. Payne’s portraic would
appear to prove  this
crroneous, at least as far as
the 1st Guards’ light infantry
was concerned; for Pavne has
the bugle over a ‘cut-out’
star, the whole design much
superior in appearance to the
rather elumsy arrangement
of a bugle over the large
plate.

The picture thus solves a
minor mystery of military
uniform; and allows a precise
date to be ascribed to the
picture, for the Belgic shako
was replaced by the ‘Regen-

cy’ pattern from the end of

December 1815,
THE BIDDLE

COLLECTION
Although  William  Payne's
portrait dates  from  the
period  of  Waterloo,  his

battalion was not present at
the great batcle; but John
Biddle's was — and he left a
quite remarkable and unique
collection of relics and docu-
ments which  illustrate  the
career and duties of that most
valuable member of 0 regi-
ment, the company colour-
sergeant. We are grateful ro
Alan Harrison for permission
to illustrate and describe this
collection of marterial.

By amazing coincidence,
John Biddle was also attested

The reverse af Jahn  Biddte's
colonr-serreant’s  sleeve badge,
shoseing his band-written name ar
the top.

at Worcester, also by Tho-
mas Carden the magistrate,
and also  became a light
company man. He enlisted in
the 2nd (Coldstream) Guards
on 25 June 1806, but was not
attested  unal 12 Auguse,
probably having been with
the recruiting party until that
date. By trade a labourer, he
was born at Little Shelsey {or
Chelsey), Worcestershire, on
24 June 1788 and baptised on
30 June. He enlisted at the
age of 18 for seven years'
service, and was deseribed as
Sft. Bin. tall (5ft. 83%in, at his
discharge!), of fair comple-
xion, with grey eyes and
light hair. Like Payne he was
illiterate,  his  ‘signarure’
being a cross witnessed by

the recruiting-sergeant,
Joseph Olive. He learned o
write — remarkably well —
in  the army: and was

promoted to corporal (9 June
1809) and then to sergeant in
the 2nd Bn. (24 December
1811).

John Biddle was obviously
a most capable and trusted
NCO, for he was appointed
colour-sergeant  (apparently
responsible  for  company
accounts) in  the batwalion
light company — a most
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responsible pose, given thae
the light infantry frequently
operated in advance of che

battalion in ‘open order’,
when individual  initiative
played a greater role than
usual at the period.

At Waterloo he served as
second-in-command of the
company’s 1st Section (out
of four), which was under
personal command of Cape.
the Hon. Robert Moore

(second son of the Earl of

Mountcashel, 1793-1856)
The fact thar Biddle's com-
pany commander was only
18 years of age, and that the
light company had only one
other officer (Ensign Henry
Gooch; the senior caprain,
Willam  Lovelace  Walton,
served at Waterloo as acting-
adjutant) must have pur even
greater  responsibilicy upon
Biddle,

Many of John Biddle’s
papers have survived, both
personal and those of his
company, Among these are
his own atrestation form, and
testimonials from his officers
i'From his gencral conduct |
can with confidence recom-
mend him  as an  honest
trustworthy person. "), and
order-books concerning the
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Left:

Tentative reconstroction  af  the
Payue wniform. Note grees shako
phane and cord; and particularly
the badyes — a separate bagle-horm
dbove a star, the latter presumably
enclusing the 150 Guarde' device of
g Garter encircling e ropal
eyplier. From e waif self-portrait
an oval recher shan o cirodar
Garter may tensavively be dediced,
If the Bidille cut-mee srar badpe
itstrated elsewhere i this anticle
15 a fight company sfuko badpe, it
wanld tend to confirm feis, a5 unell
ai the sorall size. The lece
decoration on the fringed shodder
wing is puzzling: althaugl Payne
painted bastion loaps on the offs
amd breast with seme e, Je
shows a simple zig-zap shape on
the wings. We have guessed at
bastion dvops here, following all
ather ksomen sovrces, but withou
omplese confidence. (Bryan Fos-
fett ).

duly duties of 2 company
sergeant and those under hus
command; but perhaps the
most interesting  are  the
documents which relate to
Waterloo, which are prob-
ably unique survivals of their
ype.

The company roll (too
extensive to be reproduced
here) lists cach member and
the date of his promotion,
the section in which he
served, and the equipment
with which he had been
issucd. For example, Biddle
himself carried ‘firelock’ no.
42, no bavonet (presumably
@ sword mstead?) and had
greatcoat no. 67, Private
George Wild (whose Water-
loo Medal is still in existence)
crricd  firelock no. 28,
bayonet no. 28 and greatcoat
no. 1296, Drummer George
Hinekley carried *horn’ no. 1
(‘drummers’ carried bugles
in light companics) and
greatcoat no. 329, Against
Hinckley's name is the note
‘Prisner — Returnd’.

Mose fascinatingly, it is the
Waterloo papers which illu-
minate the actions of the
company, which was en-
gaged throughout the battle
in the most bitter fighting
around Hougoumont, one of
the grear  epics  of  the
engagement. In chis fighting
Biddle himself was wound-
ed, but not so severely as to
disable him in the immediate
aftermath of the battle; for he
was apparently given the task
of completing a roll of killed
and wounded in the 2nd

Coldstream, doubtless com-
piled from the rolls of
company-scrgeants like him-
self.

The list, which still exists,
was drafted onto a sheer of
paper which bhears the
account tor the washing of
Sergt, Thomas Lloyd, Bid-
dle's companion in the lighe
company {4 Shirts 10d, 2
Pairs of Stockmgs 3d...7).
Biddle's ewn company ('Lt
Infintry’) recorded  three
sergeants and 40 rank-and-
file killed or wounded, and
had  nine  men ‘missing’
(probably  still in  the
Hougoumont woods when
the roll was called). Biddle's
estimate  of the batralion
casualties s calculated as 13

sergeants and 263 other ranks
(in addition, one officer was
killed and eight wounded).
OF the wounded, some are
noted as ‘since Ded’
Biddle was rtemporarily
evacuated from his barralion,
spending the period from 18
ta 24 July at Haslar Hospital.
Waterloo was lus last active
service, though many of his
papers relate o the post-
Waterloo period when  he
Joined  the 1sc Battalion,
including service in Ireland.
Afrer 21 years and 3 months
service (including the two
years' notional service which
presence at Waterloo  bes-

towed) he was discharged in
consequence  of ‘length  of
(presumably  threc

service”
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seven-year cnlistments) on
15  Seprember 1825, He
returned to Worcester as an
Out-Pensioner  of  Chelsea
Hospital with a pension of
1/10d. per diem, paid in

Below:

The first page of Biddle's namine!
roll of casualties in ks battalion oo
Waterloo, apparently compiled on
the ewening of the T8k or an thee
Jollmeing d.q}l,

Bottom:

Comrpany roll, light campany, 2nd
Bu., 2nd Foot Guards, Waterloa,
18 June 1815 Spr. Biddle's
natehook shows the name of each
man, wwith calwnris recording —
feft to right — his “firelock’
smber, hayoner neonber, gredtcoar
mamiber, and fate during the banle
of that day, i wroreeded ar KT
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The Coldstream Garter star badpe,
i brass, mow om a gufeenl soerles
dloth backing, measardng 4T by
dihne; the sturdy rear atachment,
asil the Payne self-portrait, ko
seiggest vt it pray be the fower o
the light conpany shala badges,
despite ats omall size

quarterly instalments, a toral
annual pavment of
£31 15s. 8¥id. (when deduc-
tions were reckoned).

Four other items  are
included in the Biddle collec-
tion: his Waterloo Medal, his
colour-sergeant’s badge, and
two others. The sleeve badge
of colour-sergeant was insti-
tuted in July 1813 as a reward
of merit, worn on the right
arm. It is conceivable that
this 15 the mlly extant
example of the unique design
worn by the Coldstream: a
representation of a crimson
Colour bearing the regimen-
r;l] G.‘IrE{:r sEaT 0T a
wreathed  sphinx,  with
crown above and crossed
swords below, i gold and
silver embroidery.  The
badge was so highly re-
garded that it is mentioned
on Biddle's regimental tes-
timonial (13 Years ... as a
Serjeant in which Rank he
abrained a Badge as a reward
for his good conduct’), and it
15 even named on the reverse.

Anather item is a brass
Garter star badge with a
scarler cloth backing. les use
is uncereain, its large fitting
on the reverse precluding its
use on the uniform, but the
badge being too small for use
on the knapsack or careridge-
box. The rear fcting would
be ;|pprmpri;ll,.u for a head-
dress, but the badge would
be too large to secure the
cockade. Its possible use has
been revealed by the Payne
partr it: the h:ldgc below the
bugle on the light company
shako, perhaps?

The final item is more
perplexing: a large six-armed
star made of yellow, scarler
and dark blue ribbons
attached to a blue pasteboard
backing. It could well be that
this is the only surviving
cxample of the ‘favours’
worn by recrmiting-parties,
given to newly-enlisted men
of Worn o attract recruits.
Could it be char Biddle
preserved the ‘favour” he was
given when he enlisted, or
one that he wore when he
was himself on recruiting-
duty? We shall never know;
but raken  together, the
collection provides a possibly
unique and historically most
imporant insight inro che life
of one of Wellington's stal-
warls. [MI
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REVIEWS

‘British Commandos in Action®
by Leroy Thompson, colour
plates by Ken MacSwan, illus-
trated by Joe Sewell; Squadron
Signal Publications, Combat
Troops in Action MNo.B; 50pp,
illus. throughout; 3pp col. illus.;
£4.50

From the fiese glance 1t 1s clear (o any
reader with a reasonable knowledge
of the subject that this work will not
e breaking any new gpround. This s
a pity, because the wartime Com-
manda Forces are one  of  the
relatively few topics so far un-
rouched in any derail hy devotees ol
umiform  and  insignia  (although
recent cles by W.¥. Carman in
MIP have rectilicd  this  situation
somewhat)

The rext 15 a predictable, albeit
onably accurate potted history of
wartime s, and of craming,
weaponry, and the standards re-
quircd. The first section of photos
amply illustrare this phase (though a
minor point emerges already — no
mar weartng 4 Commanda flash can
properly be described a ince’).

The author then gocs on
describe various Commando opera-
tions,  hsting  ‘orbats’  for  each
c;}.mp‘jjgn, U||r"g|r|1111.|lr|}-, the
second  part of the |1|'|{|Il‘|$1’.‘l'|‘|]]1c
coverage s where the ereors creep
i, A elearly identifiable member of
2 Cda. is deseribed as ‘thought o be
a member of 30 Cdo.'; Army
Commandos  are  identifiable  as
Raval Marines; two .-:igna]]urs cap-
tioned as “members of 2 Cdo. Bde”
Iy not Commandos ac all
member of 3 Cdo., dearly dated by
his insignia as 1943744, is captioned
as ©.1941... One conld go on. The
frequent use of weasel phrases such
a5 ‘thought to be' or *believed o be'
in captions betrays the authocs basic
unfamiliarity with the visual details
af a subject on which he presumes to
alfer the public a boeok whose mam
appeil lies in phetagraphs, This = all
the more irritating, becanse  the
photos include some splendid illus-
trations of lede-known and rarely-
seen imsignia — e.g. the swordfish
flash of 101 Tp., 6 Cdo., and the
insignia of the French element of 4
Cdo. at Dicppe, 1942 — of whose
importance  the author 15 clearly
g forant.

The choice of colour o
drab and uninspired, considering the
great  variery  of clothing  and
cquipment worn by these units in
action;  and  the  hgures are not
executed to a high standard of skall.

Ar L4500, wmless the prospecove
buyer simply Tas to have it for the
sake of the photographs, this boak is
oo expensive. It leaves the average
military  enthusiast  lictle  berter
enlightened on a fascinatng subject
which demands greater care. Sorry,
Mr. Thompson; but yow're out aof
vour depth with this one. BJH
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“The Dragon’s Teeth® by John
Robert Young: Century Hutch-
inson; 24pp, 20 biw ill., 111 col.
ill., & maps, 7 charts, 37 line
drawings; £16.95

John Robert Young i a skilled and
imaginative  photographer  whose
last hook — on the French Foreign
cpion — was widely prased. The
present voelume s his record, m
words and picures, of o journey
‘Inside China's Armed Forces’
1986 — a wmgue achievement for a
Western  photo-journalist, and 3
tribute to his persistence,

As China has hecome more open
and the West has developed greater
interest, “The Dragon's Teeth’ s a
unigue slo; it is almose a mih
travel book. Though basic e
ment diagrams  and - organisagon
charts are ncluded at the back, the
hulk ul_- t]w bmui: 15 J[\llll Roben
Young's personal vicw. Visitors o
China will recognise "By now, | was
becoming Gmiliar with the arrival
procedure at umits 1 haed heen cleared
o visit, Cold Hanncls, cold drinks —
arange or heer — and consideration
ol my requirements.” The Chinese
are hospitable and friendly, and keen
w present 2 modern face o the
warld.

The boock shows the efforts thar
the PLA are making to up-date ther
forces; and conversely, 1t may have
been this desice o present a modem
image which prevented the author
from  Dbeing given  permission to
cover a ficld training, exercse, which
might have presented an undesirable
picture: there are fine photographs
of men and vehicles in barracks, but
none in the feld. One  senss,
reading the book, that as the visi
progressed the author experienced
that  growing frustration  which
pnaws at Westerners who see their
plans frustrated by their bosis,

The reviewer 15 forecd oo add char,
the spectacular cover  apart, the
seem to have been
well=served h}.’ s
.
are not used with
le the Forecign
Legion title so arcractive. The text
sits safely i a one-column layout
with captions in the margin; there
are only two double-page spreads in
the book, and bath of these are
clurtered by texr or insct pictures.

These  reservacions apart,  the
reviewer recommends  ‘The Tha-
gon’s Teeth’ not only to the military
enthusiast, but alse  to  mor
generally  Simophale  readers. The
PLA has dominated Chinese life for
over 40 years; and to fail to study i
is to neglect a wvital part of that
nation's recent history, This book i
e insight  into a3 vast
arganisation, putting a human face
on what history has always dism-

sed a5 a “horde™. EWWE

author docs ne

pacticularly
publishers in the matver of des
The photographs

the flair which ma




Above:

Self-portrait af William Payne, It
Foor Cluards, I814-15. {Conrtesy
Jahn Hall)

Lefi:

Pagsible  recruiting  favosr  pres
served i the  Jolm  Biddie
colleetione

Right:

Jahn Brdale's  colosr-sergeant’s
sleere hadpe — light company,
2nd Bn,, 2nd Foot Guards.
Tl by T8mm.
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