No, 21 UK £2.50 USA $6.00 Auvstralian 5895 Spain 800pts.  France 25FF  Belgium BFI50




VH:‘I

his issue could have been sub-itled Rum, Bum and Concerting, if George Melly hadn't

already used it for his autobiography. | have wanted to include some naval topics for a little while, so
am quite pleased with this crop.

In case you missed it in the newspapars, Napaleonic enthusiasts are now recognised. Yas, the new
edition of Chambers Dictionary includes trainspotiars, with a definition of obsessed by trivia. | think

this is & scurrilous slur: trying to paint regimenal numbers on the buttens of 15mm figures 15 socu-
raty, not obsession. Obsession is a perfurmne by Calvin Klgin,
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The Battle of Loano 23rd Nov. 1795

By Simone Mambriani,

n the summer of 1995, strange news swept the Wastemn Ligurian Riviera
in Italy, One quiet marning in September, men dressad in threadbare uni-
farms of the French Revolutionary Armigs of the last decade of the 18th
Century had taken the Doria Palace, the sixteenth century Tewn Hall of
Loana, by starm, Then, at bayanet point, the Austrian defendars of the historic
building were farced into the Town Sguare together with a substantial number
of municipal employges and, for good measure, the mayor and an administratar!
This colourful episode announced the beginning of the bi- centenary celebra-
tions of 1he Battle of Loano, which took place on the 23 Novernber 1795,
Cor .|,ar¢n.-ell,- Iittle known and overlocked, it is the first on the list of many French
viclories engraved on the Arch of Triumph in Paris. This Battle is of notzble impor-
tance to the history of the Napoleonic era. Although Buonaparte (at that time
Mapeieon still used the original talian diction for his name) was not present on the
battlefield, he gave decisive strategic planning to the cycle of operations that ek
minatad in the Bartle of Loang, Follaw ng this victory, in the Spring Mapeleon him-
self led what is remembered in histary as “The First Campaign of Inaly™

A French revolutionary mfantneman
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Infantryman of the Pedmoniese Light Troops Legion. French rovelutionary iroops are attacking




At the end of the 18 Century, each frontier of the Republic that had arisen
from the Revolution constituted  frant. The Italian frontier was no excep-
tion. Because of the nature of its geophysical terrain and the relatively lit-
tle importance given o Piedmont as an adversary, the operations lan-
guished and the Franch Ministry of Wer considered them of sscondary
importance. By chance, at the beginning of 1794, the ambitious Genaral
Buonaparte was assigned as Artillary Ingpector of the Army of Italy,

The assignment was illsuited to produce battlefield laurels. Napoleon,
in order to impose his own operational ideas, knew how to play on the
insecurity that the political leadership had instilled in itz qenerals.
Disrissals, imprisonment and the guillotine were often the lot of unsuc-
cessful commandars, Ha first gained the support of the palitical commis-
sars Cristoforo Saliceti and Augustin Robespiare (the brother of Maximilien
Robespierre), Then he succesded in persuading General Pierre Dumerbian,
the Commander of the Armée d'ltalie, 10 accept his schame of a diversion
on tha strong positions of the Pledmantess in Szorgio, against which
Franch attacks had failed for two years. In the meantime, the main effort
would be developed on the coast in the direction of Savona.,

About two weeks later General André Masséna reached Loano and, at
the baginning of May 1784, he ook the mountain passes which gave
access 10 the Pianura padana, the plain of the River Po. Mapalean had
wanted the campaign to continue, but his peremptory suggestions went
against Minister Lazare Carnol’s intentions. Carnot was corvinced that it
was not worthwhile sacrificing forces on the: Italian front which could
affect the ane on the Rhine. Buonaparie’s view was that the war against
Austria had to be won, but by farcing that country to withdraw from the
Rhing in arder to plug the gap in lialy.

Magolean's viswpaint was one of grand strategy, ranging far and wide
over braad horizons. In the meantime the General was sent to Genga to
occupy himself with less important administrative matters - a poor assig-
ment for his ambitions. It was sbave all risky in that it coincided with the
caup d'état of 9 Thermidar - 27 July 1794, Buonaparte was imprisaned
and had to find inexhaustible excuses to avoid the warst, ,

Waiting for clarification of Mapoleon's personal affairs, the Armée
d'ltalig was champing at the bit, The General's worries were justified:
Austria was beginning 1o warry about the lalian frant and had decided 1o
reinfarce it. Mot anly this but Austria and Pisdmont were callaborating, an
arrangement that uniil then had meant little more than verbal co-operation.
During this pause in circumstances, whilst discussing strategy, a sugges-
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tian made by Mapcleon was accepted, This was that 1o hald the front it
would be necessary that Savona remained Franch, The Armée could then
penatrate along the Rwver Barmida in such a way as to divide the
Piedmontese and the Austrians, thereby threatening 1o surround the latter.

A swift campaign which began on the 19 September was unexpect-
edly highly successful. By the 24th, howaver, General Dumerbion con-
sidered that his exhausted forces had to establish maore secure positions
by falling back a considerable distance and setting up a new frant ling.

The oscillations in the fortune of Mapoleon correspanded closely with
the aperations on the Italian front. Invalved in one of the periodic expul-
sions of supernumerary officials and then averwhelmed by the flaring up
of his pride, enly in the summer of 1755 did Napoleon retum to the situ-
ation in Italy. In fact, following the offensive taken by the Austrians on
2% June, General Franois Christophe Kallerman, the new Commander
of the Armée d'lialie, had baen driven back to Loano. The Bureay
Topographigue {more or less the French General Staff) recalled
Buonaparte because of his accurate knowledge of the front.

He had just completed detailed reports on the subject when he
found himself yet again in an awkward situation on the 15 September,
The difficulties Buonaparte exparienced in his career came to an end on
5 October - 13 Vendémiare. This was the day he fired on those demon-
strating in front of the Tuilleries. It was also the day of the French, wha
were about to attain a victory, advanced in laly,

MNapaleon strongly advised the withdrawal of the troops fram the
Rhing and the Pyrenees in favour of the ltalian frent, in order to recover
the lost positions and to finzlly divide the Austrian troops from those of
Piedmant, Buonaparte's point of view was accepted, but put inte prac-
tice over 100 long a penod of time. Operations came 1o 2 standstill when
serious conflicts arose between the rapacious Austrian Commandar in
Chief, General Baron De Wins, who was mainly invalvad in the plunder
of Liguria, and his Piedmontese equivalent Lieutenant-general Baron
Michelzngelo Alessandra Marchini Colli. Colli was also supparted by
natables fram Genoa, but even though the French were also affected by
the delays, these proved advantageous in their case.

The lull in operations gave Kellerman the apportunity to reorganise
his own traops now positioned on the Borghstto line. Based on a moun-
tainous rampart, it started from Loane, and cut across the Maritime Alps
10 join in the defence of the River Tanaro. The rugged tarrain of the
Western Ligurizn mountzins heavily restricted the lines of cammunica-
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tion whilst at the same tima it proved effective as an excellent defence.
In addition the Piedmontesa and Austrian troops, although well drilled,
wara disonented because their training did not include mountain com-
bat. It was too static and tied to defensive tactics.

The French were not affected by such limitations. Their demi-brigadas
(the term “ragiment” was abolizhed dunng the Revolution because it had
strong tigs 1o traditional noble connections) had not been so strictly drilled
and therefore were not particularly preoccupied by tactical principles. This
was actually to their advantage since it rendered them maore flexible than
other detachments. They were led on by the impetuous courage of their
woung officers, wha were full of idealism for the Republic. The French
armies wavelled lightly with cnly their basic needs and consequently ware
not encurmbered with excessive equipment and provisions, Admittedly,
the men themselves were in great need of shoes, the chronic shortage
of which characterised the campaigns of the Republican period, This the
lack of shoas would affect their fighting and marching ability, not unlike
the situation in the summer of 1795,

While the French were protacted behind the line of the Borghetto,
their adversaries organised defensive positions on the cpposite bank.
The Austrians positions ran from Borghetta (situated one kilomatre west
of Loano) to the Scravaion, This is 8 pass cutting between the summit of
the extremely sheer and rugged mountains, in particular those extending
daown 1o the coast. The Piedmont troops were lined up from Scravaion
1o Garéssio, fellowing the Tanara Valley on and an until the Tenda Pass,
The Piedmantese were the anly ones 1o maintain pressure on the
French during the summer months.

These operations were for all practical purposes ineffective, They
ware arganised by Ganeral De Wins, who far his part avoided exposing
his command to the risk of an offensive. He was aware that Prussia and
Spain were possibly in the process of abandoning the First Coslition, in
which case the French could troops to the Italian fromt, as suggested by
Mapoleon. The Austrian Commander had no wish to provoke reinforces
ment of his adversary in the Castelvecchio area by attacking the French
on the 19 September.

The attack by Austrian General Count D Argenteau’s army corps was
nat a particularly strang one, but it resuled in faillure as it was directed
ageinst the strongest point of the French line. Known as “Little
Gibraltar”, some soldiers were entrenched and some were defended by
a redoubt consisting of a high dry-stonea wall, & determined coumerat-
tack, however, allowed the French to conclusively overturn the situation
in their favour within a few hours.

Franch reinforcemeants were in fact beginning to arive, 6,000 men

e

came from the Rhine and 10,000
from Spain, but the final addition

San Giacono B il
- . 10 the Armée d'ltalie was only

i SPrd By 12,000 men - the difference eing
=:: F, caused by strategic consumptiaon.
With them an 21 September
) AR arrived General Barthélemy

Schérer who replaced Kellerman,
translerrad 10 Armeéa des Alpes.
The new commander suggested

e ' that it was not possible 10 carry
S, out the plan that had been decided
T upon in August by the Committee
= -\ of Public Safety, based upon

Mapaleon's first thoughts, He pra-
posed an attack on the village of
Ceva, intended to separate the
wwo coalition armies, follewed by
the recapture of Vado, near the
city of Savona. It was too ambi-
tious an objective far the Armée

CASTEL d'Itale which, although having
oM f reached the strength of 33,000
#’/’ men, was still autnumbered by the
e 30,000 Austnans and 12,000
,« g Piedmontese.
v BORGHETTOD The plan was therefore reshui-
;" fled by Scherer and Masséna,

although preserving the intantion
] of dividing the Piedmontese from
the Austrians, Mow the main body
of the French army would attack
the troops of Colli at Garéssio and Maunt Spinarda, outilanking the
Imperials in the Scravaion Pass which actad as the hinge betwesn the
twio armies. At the same time the remainder of the Armée d’lalie would
fin the Austrians with a demonstration between the pass and the coast.

The movements behind the French lines did not escape the
Piedmontese commander. He took all the precautions he could, but both
his plans and also those of Schérer were nullified by the abundant snow-
fall of the 15 Movember. The conditions of intense cold, coupled with
inadequate clothing and equipment, made it impossible for the any units
to remain on the harsh Ligurian mountains: The French soldiers ware
shabbily dressed, but their Austrian colleagues suffered in equal mea-
sure since their clothes and equipment were worm-out by the long cam-
paign too. The units, therefore, began to disperse and withdraw 10 the
zone behind the frant line, The French thought it would be easy to seize
this opportunity to advance but, appreaching the Austrian quarters, the
registance stiffenad. General Charlet succeeded in occupying the impor-
tant positens of Pian dei Prati abandoned by the Imperial troops.

The subsequent French attack began right from this area, in accar-
dance with a new plan devised by Genearal Masséna. The mancauvrg
was rather simple; fiang the flanks and breaking through the centre. The
key of success depended on the elemeant of surprise, the achigvemeant
of which was helpad by tha exchange of command between De Wins,
who was disliked by both the Austrians and the Piedmontese, and
General Baron Wallis, and also by the adverse weather conditions, The
bad weather in particular made it extramaly likaly that the French units
wauld withdraw to their billets and convincad the elderly Austrian com-
manders that operations would be resumed anly in the following spring.

The Revolution had braken the rules traditionally fallowed by the
armies and inclement weather had now become a part of the elements
to be exploited in order to attain success. During the night of tha 22
Maovember, the Austrians descended from the summit and the ridge 1o
miake their way 10 the winter quartars prepared at the bottom of the val-
ley. Without disturbance the 25,000 French saldiers completed their
manoeuvres of approach 10 the enemy lines, now sparsely guarded by
dapleted detachmenis.

The Austrian-Piedmaontese armies consisted of meore than 44,000
men scattered batweaen Savana and the Col di Tenda Pass. Although
19,000 Austrians were drawn up between the coast and the Castle of
Raocca Barbena, there were few defendars in the zone where the French
had attacked. In contrast, having been Torewarnad by their informers,
the Piedmoentese, arranged between Rocca Barbena and the valley of
Tanaro, were ready for action, as demonstrated by the facts of the day
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of the 23rd. For the whole day their sector held off the right flank of the
French, commanded by Ganeral Philiber Sérurigr, which concluded with
toth adversaries still oceupying their ariginal positions,

The French attacks began early. One, conducted by General Miollis,
wias directed to the Vallsy of Tanare, west of Garéssio, The ather, led by
Sérurier, was aimed at the San Bemardo Pass to cut the raad 10 Racea
Barbena. By mid-marning the French found themselves in great difficulty
in both directions, whilst the Piedmontese manoeuvred their units and
cleverly exploited the hard terrain 1o fire incessantly upon the enamy
with their muskets and cannans. The fact that Sefuner had alraady
begun to withdraw at midday, withaut losing touch of the enemy, should
not be taken as an indication that this attack of the future Marshal
was & weak ane. The task entrusted to him that day was
carmied out, namely 1o detain the Piedmont army in its
proper pasitions, This prevented it from assisting the

Imperial traops who were being subjected to
Greater prassures by Masséna
In fact Masséna, whao was in charges of

more than 13,000 men, lsunched an attack
before sunrise against the hinge batween
the Piadmontese line and that of the
Austrizns. On the left, Division Genearal
Ameadé Laharpe initisted two atizcks. The
ane commanded by Genaral St.Hilaire
against the Seravaion Pass was stopped

by Austrian and Piedmontese troops who
were sirongly antrenched within the

pass.. The other calumn was directed
instead 10 the Fiedmontese positions in

the upper valley of the Meva, a swil flow-
NG Mountain siream, with the intention of

distracting the attention of tha defenders,
At the same time a strong cantingent infil-

rated, unseen, to cutflank the defence ling

which united the Linga and bric Schenasso

mountains.

Barthéfamy Lows Joseph Sehérar
{1747-1804)

ORDERS OF BATTLE FOR LOAND

FRENCH ARMY -Armée
Joseph Schérer, with 2 tolal strength

Left Wing: Gangral Ivisi ifi drurier;
Généraux de brigade: Guirlauie, Pl i i

Cﬂl"ﬁfl!! Général de division André Masséna:
nge‘mux da division: Charles, Laharpe '
brigade: Bizanat,
145 Infantry batialions: strength 13,276

Généraux de

Généraux

AUSTRD-PJEDMDNTESE ARMY, commandeq by General Baran

Austrian Arrmy:

-Army of Lum_bard',.r, Genaral Bargn Wallis:
-Argentqau Brigade, General Caynt d'Argenteay:
-Neapolitan cavalry:

3,000 inf.
1,200 cav,

Piedmantese Corps, Liewtenant-ganaral Baron Colli:

Total strength (in the: front line and in the zane behind the front)

d'halie- commanded by Général de division Barthélemy Lovis
n the frant line of 25,342 divided into:

Miollis, Pellgtier (15 Infanitry battalions: strength 5,115

Cervoni, Menard Pijon, St. Hilaire

Right Wing: Gengral de division pj i
i erre Frandois Charles Augareay
de brigade: Bannel Dommartin, Victor (28 Infantry hatraJinf: =

{replaced in 22 Navember 1795 by General Baron Wiallis), divided into-

22,836 inf./1,629 cay.

_—
25,836 inf /2,829 cay,

lfrem Loano 1o Scravaion Pags there wara 18,045 inf /347 cav,)
17,800 inf./2, 100 cay.

43,836 inf /4,929 cay,

This position was taken at abaut 07.00. The French Gengral Pijian
divided his forces instructing ane column 1o cutflank the Piedmaoniese
who were engaged in a skirmish with the diversionary attack ordered by
Masséna. The other column, meamwhile, converged on the Seravaion
Pass reaching the rear of the Coalition units facing St.Hilaire. At 10.00
the main part of the Piedmontese was driven back towards the Marth, to
the slopes of Mount Cianea. They were naw cut-off from the troops of
Austrian General D'Argenteau, in spite of the vigorous counterattack led
later by Baran Colli, whe in the meantime succeedad in raarganising his
awn forces,

On the right of Masséna, the fighting had a less favourabia beginning. In
fact, at zhout 0B.00 D'Argentean, becoming aware of the movements
of the French troops led by General Charlet, immediately rain-
farced his own lines between the Saddie of the Alzshecchi
and Rocez Barbena. The Austrians here demanstrated
the guality of thair own training and the ordarky and
precizs fire of their line began to mow down the
French columns. When General Charlet was
among the victims the revolutionary troops hesi-
tated but, with immediately Masséna took
command of Charlet's troops and also com-
mitted the reserve units of General Bizanet,
Despite the Imparial troops solidly holding
Rocea Barbena, thay could not resist the
bleww when they were attacked by Masséna
and consequently
bagan to with-
draw,

Philibert Sdeurizr (1742-1819)

strength 5,951)

In dafence, the Austrians’ cemmander of the sector
General Liptay, recrganised his trocps in the valley near
the centre of the wvillage of Bardineto. Irnrmediately, how-
aver, his positions appeared threatanad by the conver.
gence of the French vanguards, Laharpe's, led by General
Fijion, dascended from the Scravaion Pass and Masséna's,
under General Jean-Baptiste Cervoni, came from the
Saddle of the Alzabecchi,

Against the French columns spread on the roads
and the ridges, D'Argenteau had an available fighting
faree of not more than 2,000 men, now lacking in sup-
plies and ammunition. The Austrian General found it
practically impassible to reorganise the front, The anly
possibility he had of holding the French back was s}
withdraw along the valley of Bormida to the village of
Calizzano. Then, since ha was throatened by tha
Republican column that had arrived a1 Malogno Fass, 1o

De Wyns

'




MES AL 1
SPINARDA \
A
LY
ME.
e Mt
,ﬁﬂw AN LING
Beg | Swmmmul’n —a

g <
g IURIALDD

W, RoccA BARBENAL
H i,
1 HN h
o L

- i"- L, Bl

tASl‘fLLARn
W7 LOAND

TRATI \

that of Murnialdo, about 30 kilometres north of the positions held that
morning. Mot only was the Imperial centre routed, but 1owards evening
the flank of General Wallis was also left exposed, with the remnant of the
Army of Lombardy scattered along the coast.

On the 22, General Piarre Franfeis Charles Augereau had concentrat-
ad his 7,000 armed men against the balance of the Army of Lombardy,
estimatad at zbout 13,000 men, At 06.00 on the 23rd the French ling ink-
tiated its attack. Augereau used onky two of his four brigades. That of
General Bannel attacked Toirano, and thet of General Ruscs, Boissano,
Both effarts were successiul and the Austrians were driven back
beyond the gorge made by the Varatella, between the houses of Toirano.
General Bannel, wounded in the course of action, was replaced by
Colongl Jean Lannes. A rising star fram the revelutionary armies, he now
had the cpportunity 10 show the courage and 1actical ability that charac-
terised his career. The Imperials ware compelled to bamcade them-
salvas in tha nearby Charterhouse. Colonel Lannes, ignoring this garri-
san, centinuad his impetuous advance on the clifis above Loano,
destroying the strongpoints of the line of defence and those units routed
by Masséna wha were withdrawing 1o the coast.

Mearer the sea, General Rusca was advancing, supported by the
reserve of General Dommartin. The laner was at last involved in the
fighting ground the Charterhouse of Toirano, from which Austrian
General Ternyey had led an attempted sally, Having forced back the
demi-brigade left by Lannes to besiege him, he could have succeeded in
ascaping had he not been impeded in his withdrawal towards Loano by
hospital parsonnel and wounded soldiers of a republican field infirmary.
At this point Dommartin intervened driving the Imperials back to the
Charterhouse and then by cannon shots forcing then to surrender.

The brigade of General Claude-Victor Parrin "Victor” held the
axtreme right of the French front. He developad his awn action 2gainst
Loans with the suppen of about ten small gun-boats who, tacking near
the coastling, created a disturbance without acteally inflicting any real
damage 10 the Austrian defence. The republican troops attacked on
favourable ground for cavalry, so that two sguadrens of Austrian Unlans
and a regiment of Meapolitan Dragaans succeedad in driving back
Wictar's attacks three times. The cavalry action, although contained by
French lght infarmey fire, oalvanised the Imperial regiment surrounded on
nearby Mount Castellara. In the afternoon they succeeded in farcing
their way through the besieging Republicans and jained with the
Austrian defendars of the foriress of Loano. They were heedless of the
fact that they would have 1o pay the high price of many lives.

B
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Mere or less all the
French line was marching far-
ward, but the prudent Schérer
did not yat have a clear view
of the situation. By mid-after-
ngan, therafare, he stopped
ihe traops that he was able to
reach, instructing them to hald
thair positons. This convinced
Wallis that, after a night of
rearganisation, the Imperial
units would be able to counter-
attack. Tha Austrian comman-
der then learned of the fall of
tha Charnerhouse of Tairano
and of D"Argenteau’s dizaster
At that moment D' Argenteau
was rapidly withdrawing with-
out worrying about keeping
the way of escape open for
thie Army of Lombardy.

During the might, amid the
pouring rain that had started
during the afternoan, Walls
withdrawr in a disordarly mannar
towards the village of Finale.
The French columng, in spite of
thair confusion, were impetu-
ously advancing. Masséna
found himself in a suitable pos-
tion to give a coup da grace 1o
the Austrians. Howeever, with
his exhausted troops and a ratio
of more than three 10 ane to his disadvantage, he considered it expedient to
await reinforcaments and the naw day bafore resuming action.

The Austrian retreat re-commenced the morning of the 24th. Like
DrArgenteau, Wallis also scught to reach the valley of Bormida and he
therefore despatched a strong vanguard to guarantee possession of the
Pass of San Giacomo. Due to the lack of aggressiveness of Genaral
Pittoni, its commander, and Masséna's impetus, assisted by Laharpe and
Charlet, the Austrians wera preventad from reaching the pass. The
French attack routed the Austrians, driving them back towards the sea,
all the time losing men and matenals, Wallis' routed troops were running
towards Savona, on the only remaining coast road.

The shartage of French provisions and supplies, and the exhaustion
of their units permitted the Allied armies 1o regrganise themselves, On
the 25th the Impearials withdrew to Savaena and Vado, where they burned
depats, and then resumad their retreat towards the Pass of Cadibona.
The trocps of Generals Pittoni and Rukavina parformed an effective rear-
guard action because the exhausted French were unable to develop &
strong attack. The survivors of the Austrian units arrived at their base in
Acqui on the 23 November,

For his part General Coll, who for all of tha 24th remained without
news of Wallis, began to reorganise his own lines. He recalled troops
from the valleys that extended towards Tenda Pass, certain that the
heavy snowdall had impeded French movement in that area. lgnoring his
own disastrous state, Colli even considered a counteratiack. Once he
appreciated the situation on the 25th the Piedmontese commandear cre-
ated a flank defence in the valley of Tanarp, parallel 1o the withdrawal of
D'Argenteau along the Bormida valley.

The intention of Colli to hold his awn position was soon revealed as an
illusicn, During the night of 27/28 November, Schérer, convinced that he
was unable 1o pursue the Austrians further, despatched strong contingems
against the Piedmantese. By mid-moeming of the 28th, Miclls had taken the
positians that had been usalessly attacked an the 23rd and had driven his
men 1o gutilank the left of the Tanaro. At that point the Fiedmontase, threat-
enad by encirclernent, abandored Mount Cianea, San Bemardo Pass and
the villzge of Garéssio 1o retreat to Mount Spinarda. The positions were
immediately occupied by the nght flank of the purswng French, but the
mast dangerous push came from the troops on the read from Garéssio lead-
ing 1o Ceva, resolutely led by Sérurier. In the end Ceva became the mainstay
of the line of defence that Coll was forced to farm, and which would
become the stage of the battles of the following spring. The 29 Movember
was the day that concluded operations. The Austrians had repaired to Acoui,
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the Pizdmontese were fined up
IN Becure positions and the
French had exhausted their
energies and resources neces-
sary 10 feed a further offensive,

At Loana between tha 23
and 29 Moverrber (243 Frimairg,
according 10 the calendar of the
Revolution) 1795, General
Schérer achiaved a noteworthy
success. This is confirmed by
the figures: 5,500 Imperials
tiead, wounded and impris-
oned; 500 French dead, 800
wounded and 400 imprisongd,
aralio decidedly favauable 10
tha latter, especially if one con-
siders that thay were attacking.

In addition, the Ausirians lost
therr Ligurian depots, as well as
48 guns and 100 caissons,
which represented practically
the whole antillany-park of the
Army of LomBardy. This loss
resulted in falal consequences
far the Imperizls during the fol
lowing spring’s campaign
against Napoleon.

It was Napolean, however,
wha bitterly criticisad Schérer for
not exploiting Masséna's wictony,
After Loang, thundered Mapolaon, it was necessary 0 pursue the
Pizdmontese praventing them from forming a new fina in the area of
Cevz. This would have forced Victor Amadeus lllo of Savoy, King of
Fiedmant, to make a treaty with France, and would have isplateg the
Austnans in lialy. The Young general protested so much that in the end he
was given the command of the Armée d'ltaliz and thus the responsibility
aof realising his own ideas, For his part, Schérer rermained of the: opinian
that the condition of the traops did not allow for a further effor and ha
continued to urge the despatch of reinfarcemants and supplies, In the
&nd, as his requests were not satisfied, Schérer rasigned laaving {he
Armee d'ltalie 16 face 3 hard winter in the mountaing between Liguria and
Piedmant. Augeresu was given the credit for maintaining cohesion of the
units in the cold and left practically without supglias.

From the Batile of Loana it became evident that the heavy line farma-
tion, applied without any flaxibility by the elderly Austrian com manders,
s becoming ahagether insufficient to contain the dynamic tactics of
the French. The demi-brigades were quickly avalving their own tactics,
passing from the disarderly mass of the firsy revolutionary armies ig wery
manoeuvrable and flexible units, Without doubt, this result was aceredit.
ed 1o the ability and decision of the afficers who were gmerging from
the tough selection of the revolutianary wars

It the eyele of cperations of 1784/1795 appears to be canstantly infly-
anced by the will of Mapoleon, one must not forget the determined
action of men who rapidly foune themselves collaborating with
Bucnaparte and whose glory and fame grew slongside his own. OF the
twenty-six Marshals who were nominatad by Napalaan, the following
were at Leana: Masséna, Sérurier, Augereau and Victor with the rank of
general, Lannes and Suchet were celonels: whilst Kellerman and
Berthier, alsa gensrals, ware indirectly involved,

Itis centainly significant that such a large number of men destined to
be successiul were in that battle. Mot ta be overlacked ara ather loss
fartunate commanders of great value whe distinguished themselves ar
Loana. Ameng these was General Charlet who was killed an the 23 dur-
ing the arduous encounters of the Alzabecchi, his colleagues Bannel and
Laharpe who fell in the campaign of 1796 and also Joubert, who was
killed in the Battle of Movi in the summer of 1799

isiling the locations of the hattle of the 23rd 10 29 Movamber 1795, is
notan easy matter becausa of the slesp nature of the terrain an which they
occurred, In addition, the contradictory reparts of some writers have creat-
ed uncertzintias that have enly recently been clarifiag by careful research
canducted by local members of the Mapeleanic Association of Iealy.

The difficult mountain road from Loana ta Garéssio leads 1o the logs-
tions of some of the Bncounters. It passes through & landscape that is a

French troops attack Austrian fornfied pasitions o the Mount Casteltare, near Loans.

much severe as it is rich in splandig viBws, in which intarast in history
overlaps with natural beauty, A few kilometres outside Loano, one 085
the remains of the Charterhause. The church with its whita walls ang
caved-in raof survives in a state of abandonment on the road, within the
boundary of Tairano, ascending 1o the Saddle of the Alzabecchi and laad-
ing to Bardineto, At Bardineta, where the troaps of D*Argenteau with-
drew in the aftarnoon of the 23, there are some battery pasitions which
are often accepted as being from the Mapoleonic era. They are, however,
part of a nineteenth century firing range of the Piedmoniess artillary,

Following the valley of Bormida in the direction of Erli, one reaches the
Scravaion Pass. Here, immadiately at the back of the maintenance worker's
house, one finds the remains of four Austrian artillery positians, and two
Piedmontase, Othar positions, less easily accessible, remain on the fidge of
the mauntains of Lings, Schenassg and Subanco, cut by the Seravaion
Pass. A few kilometres from the PESS, an an abutment jutting out from tha
side of the MNeva vallay, risas Roeca Barbena. This is a small and anciant wil-
lage with houses clinging around the ramparts of an imposing castla,

The winding road follows the ascent to the San Bemardo Pass, dami-
nated an the right by Mount Cianes, on which there are traces of trench-
es. To reach these positions one neads 1@ abandon the car, without
attempting to use the prohibited road of the Farest Wardan, Tha same
applies if one wishas to see the most interesting works af Mount
Spinarda where, in addition ta the trenches, there is & redoubi natable
for the height of its dry stone walls. It was constructed by the French
and was repeatedly lost and retaken by tham,

More commitmant, however, is required if one includes in the itiner-
ary an interesting excursion on foot. Leave fram Cape Santo Spirito, by
the sea near Borghetto, 2scend Mount Croce and then head far the
mountaing of Monte Acuto, Pogaio Grande and Rocea Gran tde. Mext 1o
the sanctuary of Our Lady of Balestring, one finds the stranghold called
“Little Gibraltar”, which same historians have incorrectly located alse-
where, although nineteenth century sources clearly demonstrata its plag-
ing in this area, At last one reaches Pian dei Prati, beautifully positioned
under the landscaped outling, where one can abserve mast of the frant
and also nearby the remaining traces of trenches ang Encampments.

Farther to the East, above Finalg, ascending from Fagling for the road
fram San Gizcomo ta the Melogno Pass, ona passes Pro Bug, where the
Ausirians abandoned their arlillery, Al across the vast area where the
battle was fought there are vanous ferifications. They, like the forress
blocking the road from Toirzno to the sea, are of slightly more recant
construction, being built during the Franch/Piadmoantess crisis of 1300,
This was when the mare impenant Apsnnines Pazses became fortified,
with particular reference 1o those used by the French precisely in 1795,



