| Redcoat:
" TheRegimental Coat of the British Infantryman, ¢1808-15 3) ¥
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style loops were to be set on in pairs
the Clothing Board allowed eight,
which number was also sanctioned
in 1802 for the ‘Gackets’ of High-
land regiments.

The coat has yellow facings, and
its lace is described as having a blue
or black stripe. The wings are de-
corated with thick green tufting. It
has not yet been possible to identify
the buttons, though they are all
‘small’, as is correct for Light In-
Santry clothing. Possibly it is an
Irish Militia coat.

Intriguingly, the  National
Army Museum has a photo of this
coat which identiftes it as being
from the Coldstream Guards. Can
there in fact be any possible associa-
tion? The provenance of the coar is
not clear, but it is said to have once
been in the museum which Cotton
set up at Waterloo. In the latter
years of the Napoleonic wars many
regular regiments received militia-
men as drafts, taking them directly
into their ranks still wearing cloth-
ing provided by their original regi-
ments. Such, clothing was worn un-
til replaced in the next annual
clothing of their new regiment.
Men who had been clothed by the
Militia were indeed serving in the
Coldstream in Flanders in early
1815. All of the Coldstream were
reported to have their coats in a
very poor state and many men had
their coats patched, ‘particularly
those whe were last clothed by the
Militia’. The Coldstream did not
receive their new clothing for 1815
until after Waterloo. Is there a
possibility that this coat was ac-
tually worn by a militiaman serv-
ing in the Coldstream in 1814/15— e
perhaps even at Waterloo? Unfor- ]
tunately it has not been possible to
examine the coat_for other clues.

the rear of the coat, between
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Right:
‘Mess.” J. N. & B. Pearse’, Re-

cords Book, c. 1803-1819. Typical
entries giving details for privates’
coats of the 7th and 9th Regiments
of Foot, with samples of theiy regi-
wental lace. This is a HNIqUe source
Jor the study of early 19th century
uniform, but one constrained by
poor writing, idiosyncratic
abbreviations and later alterations
which make many entries difficult
fo decipher, or to date precisely.
(Canadian War Musewm)

Above:
Grenadier and Light Company
privates of the 29th (Worcester-
shire) Regiment, after Charles Ha-
milten Smith, 1813. While both
are shown with pointed loops, those
on the Grenadier (left) appear to be
set on evenly (‘regular’) while
those of his companion are concei-
vably in pairs. In his schematic
tables (Costume of the Army,
London, 1815), Hamilton Smith
indicates square (‘double-headed’)
loops set in pairs; but De Bosses
(1803) shows pointed loops in
pairs. On the better evidence of
Pearse’s  notations, De Bosser
would appear to be correct: powmted
loops in pairs, Pearse also includes
a sample of the lace, which again
conforms exactly to De Bosset.
The coats have heen left unbut-
toned at the top to expose the shirt
Srill.  (Photo  courtesy  P. I
Haythornthwaite)

coat, with a further four on
cach cuff and on each pocket
flap. Highland regiments
wore jackets, and were to
have only cight loops down
cach side of the front and
three on each pocket flap.
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Alone, the 3rd Foot Guards
had nine loops, set in threes,
on each side of the front, and
three on cach cuff and pocket
flap. In practice, however,
the number of loops appear-
ing on the breast of the coat
varied with the shape of the
loop being used, and might
be further altered in respect of
the size of the man or boy
being clothed.

Whereas the square (or
‘double-headed’) loops and
the pointed varieties pre-
sented tailors with little prob-
lem, the bastion-style loops
were distinctly awkward.
They required more space,
and when set on ‘regular’ the
custom was to use only nine
loops (instead of the pre-
scribed ten) on each side of
the front. In addition it was
‘well known that the Reg*
which wear their Loops by
fwo’s and are made Bastion
Button holes, cannot poss-
ibly have more than Eight on
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the Breast, unless upon a very
large sized Coat, and then it is
too much crowded’®. The
difficulty was brought to the
attention  of the Clothing
Board, and in January 1809 it
was decided to grant permis-
sion ‘to Regiments having the
Bastion Loop to wear eight
Button Holes provided the
Lace is put on by Two’s; but
in no other Instance’™.

In 1802 it was also noted
that the coats and jackets of
corporals and private soldiers
were ‘to be exactly similar

. In setting on the Lace,
Buttons, Shldr. Straps, &
BocketiElap SR, s i 1o
cribed for the Serjeants of
their respective Reg.™ or
Corps’. This indeed seems to
have been the usual practice
(though a narrower white
‘braid’ was used on sergeants’
coats), but there were excep-
tions. In the 22nd Regiment
of Foot the coats of the pri-
vate men were made with
eight Jew’s Harp loops set in
pairs, but those of their ser—
geants were made with five
pairs of  square-ended
loops™.

Buttons

The buttons, apart from
being themselves distincti-
vely marked to each regi-
ment, were used to make a
further distinction between
regiments and  companies,
depending on the size and the
number of buttons used. Bat-
talion and Grenadier com-
pany coats were adorned
with both ‘coat’ and ‘breast’
buttons, the former being
used on the cuffs, pocket flaps
and hips, the smaller ‘breast’
buttons appearing down the
front of the coat, on the
shoulder straps and fre-
quently as a closure on the
pocket flap. The number of
large buttons used on such

coats seems to have been 18;
but the exact number of small
buttons depended not only
on the number of chest loops,
but also an whether or not
the coat was made with a but-
ton with which the soldier
could close his pocket. The
number of small ‘breast’ but-
tons thus varied from ten to
fourteen®.

The jackets of the Light
Infantry companies and of the
Light Infantry regiments —
and also of the 5/60th and the
95th (Rifle) Regiment — were
embellished only with small
buttons, the usual number
being 30 (and 44 on ‘rifle
Jjackets’). Evidence on the
43rd Regiment of Foot shows
that prior to its conversion to
Light Infantry in 1803, the
Battalion and Grenadier coars
of the regiment had required
a total of 32 buttons (18 coat
and 14 breast); but the regi-
ment’s new Light Infantry
Jackets” needed only 30 (all
breast buttons), on account of
the pockets being sloped dia-
gonally and the opening into
the pockets being moved to
the pleats, where no bucton
was used to close them. The
Battalion and  Grenadier
companies of Highland regi-
ments, although  wearing
Jackets’, seem to have had a
conventional combination of
both coat and  breast
buttons®,

‘Mess.”™ J. N. & B. Pearse’

Reconstructions of the sol-
dier’s coat worn during the
Napoleonic period have had
to rely heavily on the infor-
mation supplied in schematic
form by Charles Philip de
Bosset’s A View of the British
Army . .. 1803 and Charles
Hamilton Smith’s Costume of
the Army . . . according to the
Last Regulations, 1814.
Neither, however, tells us
everything.  Although un-
noticed in modern uniform
studies which use De Bosset’s
work as a reference, De Bos-
set was in fact careful to dis-
tinguish  between  those
bastion loops which were
Jew’s Harp’ and those which
were ‘Flowerpot’. Hamilton
Smith was less so, and fre-
quently his bastion shapes are
indistinct. Some of the differ-
ences in detail between De
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Bosset and Hamilton Smith
can certainly be explained by
changes which were made
after 1803 in the lace patterns
and loop shapes of some regi-
ments; but confidence in both
these sources, especially in
Hamilton Smith, can be
shaken by discrepancies in the
original colouring (done by
hand) between one version
and another. Some of the
resulting problems can now
be resolved by evidence from
an early 19th century records
book associated with the
London clothiers ‘Mess.™ J.
N. & B. Pearse’.

The acquisition about ten
years ago of scveral Pearse
items by the Canadian War
Museum is of no small
importance, for during the
Napoleonic Wars Pearse was
a principal supplier of regi-
mental clothing. The Pearse
family had a long association
with the military clothing
trade; and in the early 1800s,
as evidenced by their records
book, supplied clothing at
one time or another to over
70 different regiments of the
Line. In addition they sup-
plied Militia clothing, and
that of various of Britain’s
‘foreign corps’. Their impor-
tance is further indicated by
the fact that in 1814 all of the
standard patterns held by the
army’s Inspectors of Cloth-
ing, for infantry coats and
jackets, were supplied by
Pearse™.

The Pearse book is an
important find, but it is not
without its difficulties and
limitations. It was very much
a‘working’ record and conse-
quently there are numerous
alterations, rubbings-out and
new entries. Not all is legible,
and much is in a very cursory
note form. The precise dating
of many entries is uncertain.
The paper 1s watermarked to
‘1803* and internal evidence
suggests that the book was
probably begun ecarly that
year. Most of the entries date
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between 1803 and 1817 or
1819, and a few towards the
end were added as late as
1840%. The book was used
principally to record the
amounts of regimental lace
and the number of buttons
needed for each coat or
jacket, but includes other
mncidental notations as well.
Samples of many of the laces

were glued to the pages, but
sadly many are now missing.
As entries were changed from
time to time, there are often
several different ones for the
same regiment. Some are
extremely sparse on detail;
the most useful are summar-
ised here in tabular form.
While the Pearse records
add a great deal of new infor-
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Left:

Loop shapes: (A)*‘Double-headed’
or ‘square’. (B)‘Jew’s Harp’.
(C)‘Flowerpot’. (D) Cold-
stream’.  (E)‘Straight  Point’.
(F)Pointed (a type of folded point
later ascribed by Pearse to the 93rd
Regiment). Britain's early 19th
century military clothing trade re-
cagnised at least five loop shapes for
infantry coats, and possibly more.
The bastion-style loops were of two
sorts,  ‘Flowerpot’  and  ‘Jew’s
Harp’, while the pointed loops in-
cluded a common ‘straight point’
and a ‘Coldstream’ loop, and poss-
ibly another variation folded in a
manner noted by Pearse, ¢.1840s,
for the 93rd Regiment. The Pearse
notes of ¢.1803-1819 indicate a
‘Coldstream’ loop for the 93rd.
The ‘Coldstream’ loop shown here
is taken from a surviving coar of the
Coldstream Guards, ¢.1790.

Matching the terminology used
in Pearse’s records to the actual loop
shapes is not straightforward, and
has been deduced from internal evi-
dence from Pearse and by a compar-
ison of the Pearse notes with De
Bosset. Just to confuse matters,
hotwever, there is also other early
19th century evidence which indi-
cates that some in the military cloth-
ing trade may have switched the
terms ‘Flowerpot’ and ‘Jew’s Harp'
as given herel The labelling used
here, however, does seem to be
what Pearse meant by these two
ferms.

As in all other aspects of the
tnaking of the soldier’s coat, there
was always variation due to hand
working, poor workmanship, etc.,
and the neatness of the results in the
folding and sewing of the lace was
o exception. It was common, upon
receiving the year's clothing from
the clothier, to have the lace com-
pletely resewn by the regimental
tailors.

Bottom:

Battlion Company, 83rd Regi-
ment; coat (6); Musée de I’ Armée,
Les Invalides, Paris. An excellent
view of a Battalion Company
‘Cross Pocket Flap® with a small
functional button as a closure. As in
coat (7} — Grenadier, 87th Regi-
ment — access to the real pocket is
from the top of the pocket flap.
Note also the diagonal forward
slant given to the two loops nearest
the  turnback. Unfortunately
Pearse’s notations on the 83rd Re-
giment are very scant, mentioning
only that there were ten ‘double-
headed’ loops in pairs, the lace to be
set on with the ‘Green Edge in’.
All of these details are seen in both
surviving coats of the 83rd, nos. (5)
and (6). The facings are yellow;
the lace has one red and one green
stripe. (Musée de I’Armée, photo
courtesy Martin Windrow)

mation on the details of the
soldier’s coat, they also point
very clearly to the fact that
there remains much which is
unknown. This is certainly

continued on page 46



Privates’ Coats: Notations from ‘Messers. J. N. & B. Pearse’, c. 1803-1819

Regt Facings Lace Sample Yards of Loops Buttons Sergeant’s
(a) (b) Looping Type (c) No. (d) | Spacing (¢)) Large Small ‘Coart (f) Other notes (g)
1st ~ - ) R = = = -
2nd 10 R - — | ’Broad Bread for| -
serjeant’
3rd ‘Buff One narrow black stripe 12 DH 10 T 18 12| Same as private -
between one red and one yellow
stripe, all together and to one
side, red stripe near edge
4th “Blue" Narrow blue stripe along one 13 FP & R 18 13(11) | Same as private 'Bluc edge of lace in’
edge
Sth ‘Olive 14 JH 9 R 18 11 | Same as private =
drab’
6th Yellow” | One red stripe near one edge and 12 DH 10 r 18 12 [ Sameas private | "Red edge of lace out’
one pale yellow stripe near other
edge
Tth ‘Blue’ Blue stripe near one edge 12 DH 10 R 18 12 | Same as private "Blue edge of lace our’
dth - - - D 10 R - - Same as private "Yellow edge our”
9th ‘Lemon’ Ome black stripe near each edge 12 DH 10 T 18 12 | Same as private -
12th “Lemon’ Missing 12 H 8 T 18 10 - -
13th = = 12 - 10 i 18 14 — -
= 5 ~ JH 8 T 18 10 | Same as private =
14th ‘White' Narrow pale yellowish-buff 12 DH 10 r 18 12| Same as private | 'Broad edge of lace out®
stripe near one edge with a blue/
red worm near other edge
15th - - - DH 10 - Same as private | "as 34 lace’
16th Yellow™ | Dark red stripe near one edge 12 DH 10 R 18 12 [ Same as private ‘red edge of lace out”
17th Wi One yellow stripe between two 12 DH 10 18 12 | Sameas private | Broad edge of Lace out’
black stripes, all together and to
one side near edge
20th - - 12 - - - 18 14 -
21st ‘Blue’ One blue seripe along one edge 12 DH 10 T 18 12| Same as private "Blue edge of lace in”
22nd “Buff’ 12 JH 8 T 18 10 10 loops by =
Twos, Dbl. Hd.|
23rd. - - JH 9 R = Same as private =
24th - - 12 = = E 18 14 = -
25¢h ‘Blue' | One warmed blue stripe in 1214) FP(JH) 9 = 18 13(10) | Same as private =
centre
26th = - 12 - - - 18 14 - -
28th = One yellow stnipe in centre, and - DH 10 T - - -
one black stripe near each edge
29th Yellow” | One yellow stripe along cach 12 Ptd 10 ar 18 12 | Same as private -
edge with a black stripe running
beside it
32rd “White Missing 12 DH 10 ar 18 14 | Same as private "narrow edge of lace in’
33rd = One red stripe in centre - JH 8 e 18 -10 - ‘Loops reverst on cuffs
Haps white shoulder
strap’
34th Yellow' | One wormed scarlet stripe near 12 DH 10 T 13 12 | Same as private ‘red stripe of lace m’
one edge, and one blue/yellow
worm near the other
37th “Yellow” | One broad scarlet stripe near one 12 DH 10 i 18 14| Same as private | 'red edge of Lace out’
edge, with a broad yellow stripe
next to it,
38th “Yellow” [ One scarlet stripe near each edge 14 JH 9 R 18 14 [ Same as privare
and one yellow stripe in centre,
39th ‘Green’ Missing 12 DH 10 T 18 14 | Same as private ‘green edge of lace our’
41st - One wormed black stripe in - JH 9 R 18 1 Same as private -
centre
42nd - One broad scarlet stripe near one 12 JH 8 R 18 10 ‘Serjt. same "red edge our’
edge except turnback
lac’d on Blue
cloth and Silk
Bread’
43rd “White One black stripe near one edge 12 DH 10 T 18{X) 14300 Same as private -
and one scarlet stripe near the
other edge
44th Wellow” | Missing 12 DH 10 R 18 14 | Same as private -
46th - One red and one dark blue stripe - DH 10 I - - - "Black cdge in’
set together in centre
47th - - DH 10 T - — | Same as private -
48th = - - DH 10 T = — | Same as private ‘Black edge in’
49th - - - Fp 9 R - - -
Sich ‘Black’ One scarlet stripe in centre 12 DH 10 T 18 14 | Same as private =
51st = = 14 - = - 18 14 = =
‘Green’ Missing 14 Coldsm. 10 i = 30| Same as private ‘Green edge of lace our’
52nd - = 15 - - - 30 - ‘Privates Jacket’
53rd - One scarlet stripe in centre 12 DH 10 r 18 12 | Same as private =
S4th ‘Olive Missing 12 DH 10 i 18 14 | Same as private -
drab’




Regt Facings Lace Sample Yards of Loops Buttons Sergeant’s
(@) (b) Looping Type (c) No. (d) | Spacing (e)| Large Small Coat (f) Other notes (g)
55th = = = DH 0 qE = Same as privare =
56th "Blue’ Missing 12 DH 10 T 18 12 | Same as privare =
58th - = 12 | - - = 18 14 -
- = = DH 10 R = — =
Glch 'Blue’ Missing 12 DH 10 T 18 12 | Sameas private | "Broad edge c
*New regulation’
5/60th - - - - - - 447 - “Rifle Jacker’
- - - - - - - 44 - "Red cuff and collar”
Glst "Salmon One blue stripe near one edge 12 DH 10 R 18 14 | Sameas private "Blue edge out®
Coulered’
62nd - - 12 - = - 18 14 = =
64th "Black’ One red stripe near one edge, 12 DH 10 T 18 14 = “red edge in’
and one black stripe near the
other edge
65th = — 12 = = - 18 14 = -
= One black stripe near each edge = JH 9 R — | Samec as private =
66th | "Olive drab’ | Missing 12 DH 10 R 18 14 | Same as private -
"Olive’ - 12 DH 10 R 18 12 | Same as private | 'narrow edge m’
68th ‘Green’ Missing 12 DH 10 i 18 14 | Same as privare "Private Coat altered 1o
Jacket
“yellow edge in’
69th 'Green' One green stripe in eentre and 12 DH 10 T 18 14 > a5 private -
one searlet stripe along cach
edge
T0th “Black’ One black stripe in centre 12 DH 10 R 18 14(12) | Samc as private -
Tlst = - 12 = = 30 = "Privates Jacket”
T2nd - - 14 = = 18 14 - -
Yellow' | One green stripe near one edge 13 JH 9 R 18 11 | Same as private | 'Green edge out’
Tath "White' Omne searlet stripe st off centre 12 DH 10 R 18 14 | Sameas private | ‘red edge out’
Tith Wellow' | One red stripe near one edge, 12 DH 10 R 18 14 | Same as private | ‘sky blue edge in’
and one black stripe and one
yellow stripe set together near
the other edge, the black to the
outside
T8th = 14 - - - 18 14 Jacket
- = - FP 9 R - — | Sameas private -
80ch - - 12 Prd 10 a 18 14 - -
"Yellow’ | One red stripe in centre, and one = Pud 10 T 18 12 | Same as private -
black seripe along each edge
83rd & - z DH 10 iy = = = "Green edige n’
85th "Yellow” | Missing 12 DH 10 i 18 14 | Same as private B
87th "Green' Missing 12 Pud 10 T 18 14 | Same as private "red edge out’
- 12(X) Ped(X) 10(X) T(X) 18(X) 12(X) | Samcas -
private(X)
88th "Yellow" Missing 12 DH(Prd) 10 1 18 14 Same as private -
89th - - 12 - - - 18 14 - -
= - - Prd 10 i - - "Blue edge in’
90th it B = DH 10 i - - - "Blue edge in’
93ed - - 13 - = - 18 12 - Tacker®
One yellow stripe along one 13(15) Coldsm 8 R 18 10 | Same as private "yellow edge of lace out’
edge
94th = - - JH 9 R = = 'red edge out'(X)
95th = - = = = "44 Buttons’ - '3 yards wte. Braid for
feathering’ "Rifle Jacket’
(Rifle - - = = = 44 Burtons' Same as private | '3 yards of white braid
Brigade) for feathering. Coller
straps & cuff only.’
Y6th  [White One black stripe near one edge 12 DH 10 i 18 12 Same as private ‘red edge in’
('Light Buff’)| and one red stripe and one
yellow stripe set together near
the other edge, the red on the
outside.
97th "Blue’ ‘One blue stripe in centre and 12 DH 10 R 18 12(14) | Same as private =
one yellow stripe near each
edge.
99th = - DH 10 T = - = “late 100ch”
103rd - - DH 10 Ay = = Same as private -
Explanatory Notes: DH - ‘Double-hcaded” (squarc) sergeants’ coats, usually entered simply as *Same for
FP = ‘Flowerpot’ Private’, but occasionally there are other notations, all of
JH - ‘Jew’s Harp" which are reproduced with-out correction of spelling or
Larer alrerations are given in brackets. A *x" in brackets Ptd — *Pointed’ punctuation. Thus braid has been left as ‘Bread’, etc.
ndicates that the entry was later struck out. Coldsm — *Coldstream” Some entries include no reference to sergeants” coats,
{a.) Description in Pearse entries, if given and are left blank.
{b.) Description of lace sample glued into book, some (d.) Number of loops on the breast. (g.) These not aally refer to the placement of the
are now missing, other entries were originally without (.} Spacing of loops: R — ‘Regular’ (single, or even) regimental lace in forming the loop. They are
any sample. T = by 2' (in pairs) reproduced without correction of spelling or
(c.) Abreviations for the loop shapes are: (f.) The notations include many terse references to punctuation.
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Left:

Grenadier Company, 87th (The
Prince of Wales's Own Irish) Regi-
ment; coat () in the sequence
adopted in Part 1 of this series,
‘MI’ No.20; RIF Museum, Ay-
magh. Prior to 1811 the regiment's
title was without the word ‘Own’.
The coat is of special interest, being
both an example of @ Grenadier’s
and also one having pointed loops.
Pearse made coats for the 87th Re-
giment, but not necessarily this one.
The coat has the usual 18 large
buttons, but only 12 small. No-
tations on the 87th are entered three
times in the Pearse records — the first
two include 14 small buttons, and
what appears to be the last entry
mentions only twelve, but this final
entry is entively struck out. The
lining of the survivor is stamped
with what appears to be a maker’s
name, but it has not beeen possible
to decipher it. (Royal Irish Fusi-
liers Museum )

Right:

The wings conform to the 1802
requirements for Grenadiers, being
of red cloth with ‘6 Darts of Lace on
Each’ with ‘a Row of Lace on the
Bottom’. It cut they are of a more
oval shape and much fuller than the
common Light Infantry wing. As
they are, the wings are without any
of the additional fringe so popular
with many other regiments —
though possibly the tailors of the
87th would have intended to add it

themselves? The small shoulder
strap buttons, apparently contem-
porary, are quite unlike those used
elsewhere on the coat, Unforiuna-
tely it has not been possible to ident-
ify them.

Above right:

Grenadier coats, like those of the
Battalion Companies, had ‘Cross
Pocket Flaps', adormed with four
large “coat” buttons, each with a
loop of the vegimental lace. The
diagonal slant given to the pair of
loops nearest the ‘turnback’ is also
seen on the surviving coats of the
83rd Regiment, (5) and (6) in our
sequence. The buttons bear an ara-
bic ‘87’ surmounted by a harp, over
which appears the plumed device of
the Prince of Wales.

An opening along the top edge of
the pocket flap admitted the hand
into the real pocket, but is without
any small functional button to close
it. The Pearse notes, calling for 14
stnall buttons, presumably included
two which were to be used for clos-
ing the pocket flaps, as on the coats
of the 83rd Regiment —(5) and (6);
that of the 9th Regiment — (1); and
one of the 26th Regiment coats (2).

Above left:

The cuffs bear the usual four large
‘coat” buttons, each with a loop of
regimental lace, formed here into a
common ‘straight point’, the lace
being set on with the ‘red edge out’
as per Pearse’s notes.




