





Russian Infantry at Austerlitz,1805

PHILIP J. HAYTHORNTHWAITE
Paintings by GERRY EMBLETON

ontinuing our occasional series of articles on the
C characrer, organisation, and uniforms of the
major armies engaged at significant Napoleonic bat-
tles, we follow our examination of the French infan-
try at Austerlitz (‘MI’ No.15) with an introduction

to the Russian army of Alexander I — an
nevertheless deserving credic

soundly beaten, but

army

for the efforts already made to undo some of the
damage inflicted by the Czar’s mad predecessor,

THE ARMY

Unlike the majority of Eurc-
pean powers, the Russian
military establishment  was
not concerned in the early
wars of the French Rewvolu-
tion. Only in 1798 did the
mad Czar Paul | (1754-1801)
elect to joimn the fight against
France, and only then largely
for no better motive that the
French occupation of Malta,
the Czar having declared
himself Grand Master of the
Order of St. John! His infiu-
coce upon Russia’s mighty
army had undone most of the
maodernisation  achieved by
Prince Potemkin in the last
years  of the reign  of
Catherine the Great (1762~
96}, mainly from hatred of
anything associated with his
maother; so that under Paul,
out-dated uniforms and tac-
tics  were re~introduced,

much to the army’s decri-
ment. Only after Paul’s mur-
der in 1801 and the installs-
tion of his son as Czar
Alexander I was the damage
redressed,

Nevertheless, the resources
of the Empire were vast. In
1795 the College of War cal-
culated the enrolled army at
541,741 men, plus about
150,000 cossack light cavalry
which could be mobilised in
wartime, the immense popu-
lation permitting the mainte-
nance of such vast forces (a
his accession Alexander ruled
almost 44 million people),
Ower half the male popula-
tion were serfs tied to agricul-
tural estates, with which they
were bought and sold, and
from among whom the army
was raised by conscription.
Enlistment was for life (25
years after 1793), with no
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Captions to colour plates averleaf:

(1} Musketeer, Narva Rege.; his
cartridge boxe s pualled rosnd 1o e
front far easy access, e weare his
tindvess cag, and his greatcoat i rol-
led and sking, serving as sudioeen-
fary profeciion aeainst sword-cas,
{2} Crenadier, Kiev Crenadiere,
He wears the nep shake, and his
dreatcoat, which i siis case fas reg-
tilation Dnspection-coloured collar
ad regimentally colored shonlder
siraps, Note howe e cplingdrical
valise was carried ot an angle acroes
the bacl,

(3} Muskereer, Perm Repr, ; he has
uat pet received the shako, and
wears s old bicorn, minws e
pompo,

(@) Undress cap, Lirde Bscic
Crrenadiers,  Ulraine Inspection;
the bfue tassel identifies the rd
Caempany.

(b) Undress cap, Rigzan Repr,,
Finland Tuspection; the ved tassel
tdentifics e Zud Comparry,
[e)=(£): Old Grenadier caps, many
afuhich mese still have bee i ser-
vice il 1805, Metal cap frants were
aften itt the button colowr of the ol
tiniform, and designs varied. {c) is
taken from an extant aap; (£)
resenihles that weore by the Pavipy
Repr., wihose caps were Taded
down to sugceeding  penerarions
complete with dents and heles made
by blows and smusher Dalls, an0
FERAIRiG G uge as lte as (917
The other caps shor variations: (&)
fras the ‘old” colwring of tee Kursie
Regt., with a soliite badk, et
b, wdiite mesal plare amd pal-
toter/black griping: (d) shows e
‘e’ patterti of the Pern Repe,,
witle the rear in Smolensk Inspec-
dian color and tive band i reginren-
tal showlder strap colour.,

The caps of Fusiliers of Gre-
stadier veginients were sl squar-
tex tlaun slee pattern shays,

(4} Grewadier, Javagiap Bugr.,
wearing an Cold’ cap (raspberry
rear, preen headband), and o varia-
tion of the greateoar witfiont facing-
colonred distinetions.

(5) Musketeer, 3rd Bn., Narvg
Regiment, His muskes fus a water.
prronflack cover; and, wansially, fee

carries the aponet seabbard — por-
mally these were siot tmken on casie.
Paign, dte hayonet being perma-
.r.'mﬂy__f"l-.\(rv.l'.

(6), (F): Musbeteers in grearcoats
of the Kupsi (lefi) and Rigzan
Regs., the fomur teearing thy ofd
bicom sivipped of amanense —
apparently a common campaipn
Bractice,

(&) The infantry sfrako.

(h)  Faviation with the leatlier
neck-pratecior, abolished in 1812,
{i)-{k): Poseyprons of, respedively,
the dst, 2nd ard Ird Buss, — slve ol
oned gentres varied with each regi-
RICRL.

M-{a): Sword knar sassels shoqe-
g campany disinctions in e

Sringes: avhite, red, shy bl and

orange far Ist to 4y Cas, TSI
tively, The Inspection colors af
the “Beils™ are Ukwtie, Dnieerer
pre-1805, Finland, Smolensh,
(p)-(r): Coar details of (p) V-
dimir Regt,, Disicster Tnspectivn;
(gl Apcheron Repr,, Brest Inspec-
tion; (r) Rigzan Regr., Finland
Inspection.

O a profosged ctmpaim the
evats st offen have resemibled ()
— patched and repaired fn places,
bt whenever possible in corvect col-
ours: there are wany references 1o
Napoleanic  mroaps repairing
wseifrmis awith clod from ceat tails,
discanted conts, ete. From a distance
shey st fave loaked smart, bur
case up, a mass of dams and
patghes; the men Lived in fhese
coats, ond of doors in all weathers.
The artist has bandled o Russian
coat of tie 18305 writh mamy such
petichies.

The wniform cloth wes suppesed
t e very darke green feven Back
clotl yas used for simmie jackers ) ; bug
Pintings show many diferent tones
— dyes must Tave paried particu-
fwr.fy_,l'a:J.l‘;njm'.:r_qa!,lr.'u_,"q;.u‘ng_c, anid
aniforss mnst fuve faded and
weathered wnevenly.

A good refesence for fiter iy
may be faued in plates tn Parrice
Courcelle’s  serjec “Coux i
Bravaient "Aigle”, reviced in
‘MI" No. 14,

provision for leave: a recruit's
tamily mourned his departure
as death, for the chances of
seeing  him  again were
remote, As it was possible to
buy substitutes for those con-
scripted,  landowners  nor-
mally only surrendered their
most inefficient serfs.

The soldier’s daily life was
as wreeched as that of the serf:
despite  Paul's attemprs  to
decrease the severity of dis-
cipling, beating by the canes
of NCOs was the usual
method of instilling obedi-
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ence, which the men, inured
ta flogging as serfs, accepted
withour complaint.

The officer corps was univ-
ersally regarded as the most
incfficient in  Europe, its

continued on page 38

Line infanery, ¢ 1800; Grenadiers
fieft) urear their mitve caps and hive
greades on their cartridge boes:
all wear the earlier ‘open’ cout with
colatired lapels which was replaced
by the closed jackst. The officer
[Tght) ctrries a spontosn; wext ta
hith i an NCO awith @ battalion
marker  flag, (Contemporary
CHaving ).



members largely minor gen-
try and its higher ranks the
preserve of the nobility, so
that chances of promotion
were limited. Largely unedu-
cated and usually untrained,
the officers were brave but
inept — spending more time
drinking,  gambling  and
slecping than training their

men,  as one  observer
remarked.
Mevertheless, from  such

unpromising material  was
forged 3 formidable army,
possessing  astonishing  for-
titude and blind obedience to
orders, and a total reverence
for Czar, religion and

The 1805 shako shewing Gre-
sendier distincions of sall, hushy
Mack plume and a grenade belon
the cockade. (Engraving afier Fis-
kovator).

motherland. Living under the
most miserable of conditions
and with the most appalling
rations (in 1805 an infantry-
man’s annual maintenance,
excluding  grain, cost 95
rubles — 25 rubles less that
the cost of his uniform!), they
behaved like machines which
only death could halt. Marbot
wrote  with  incredulity  of
Golymin (1807), where Rus-
sian regiments marched to
wirhin 25 paces of the French
musketry, yet the many who
fell wounded made not a
sound, having been forbid-
den o make a noise. Well
might the English observer,
John  Spencer  Stanhope,
remark: ‘T found them a fine
hardy race, almost insensible
to pain; they were, indeed,
men of iron. .. though I
witnessed the sufferings of
many of their wounded men,
I'do not think that [ ever heard
a single one utter a groan,
They really seemed to be
made of different stuff from
other men; their frames and

sinews were, apparently, as
hard as their minds""

Upon his accession Ale-
xander I began to repair the
mad Czar’s damage; though
the process took some time, it
Is interesting to note  the
improvement between 1799
and 1805, Mast of the
forcign’  commentaries  on
the Russian army concern the
post-1805 period, the most
familiar (at least in English)
being Sir Robert Wilson’s
two books™; but 1 witness
who served alongside the
Russians in both 1799 and
1805 was Sir Henry Bunbury.
In 1799 the Russians were
regarded as idle, inefficient,
plundering drunkards, as an
anonymous  British witness
colourfully remarked of those
in the Netherlands thar year:
“The Russians is people as has
not the fear of God before
their eyes, for [ saw some of
them with cheeses and buteer
and all badly wounded, and in
particklar one man had an eit
days clock on his back and

fiting all the time which made
me to conclude and say all his
vanity and wvexation of
spirit"™.

Bunbury wrote with sur-
prise ac the difference bet-
ween the Russians of 1799
and those of 1805: ‘Those
who had served with us in
Holland were exactly the
stiff, hard wooden machines
which we have reason to
figure to ourselves as the Rus-
sians of the Seven Years' War,
Their dress and equipments
seemed  to have remained
unaltercd;  they  waddled
slowly forward to the tap-tap
of their monatonous drums;
and if they were beaten they
waddled slowly back again,
without appearing in either
case to feel a sense of danger,
ot the expediency of tking
ultra tap-tap steps to berter
their condition,

‘But [ must do their troops
in 1805 the justice to say chat

"Superivrnumsesals refor to notes ot heend afehils
article.

Russian infantry regiments present at Austerlitz
Regiveent Trspection Collarfenffs Shonlder Pampan Hulherd-
strags centre shiafis &
drtistichs
Fanagoria Smalensk wihine white white white
Grenadicrs
Fiev Grenadiers Lkraine pink white whire white
Litele Hussia Ukraine pink red white lack
Grenadiers
Apcheran Brest seraw vellow rasplerry light green black
Archangel Lithuania light green light green HIrquoise black
Azov Brese straw vellow rurguaise Ted vellow
Boutirsk Kiev raspberry white TUrGUOise black
Briansk Ukraine pink raspherry light grees coffee
Calitz LUkramne pink targuoise - -
Jaraslaw Dniester dark green yellow furguoise vellow
Kursk Smalensk white pink pink black
Moscow Kiev raspherry red red white
MNarva Kiev raspberry pink light green white
Mew Ingermanland Crmester dark green pink lilac coffee
MNevgorod Kiew raspherry raspherry white white
ONd Ingermanland Breste straw vellow redd yellow whire
Perm Smalensk white raspherry vellow white
Podolsk Brest steaw yellow pink - -
Pskon Lithuania light green yellow white yellow
Riazan Finland yellow yellow white white
Smolensk Ukraine pink vellow vellow vellow
Viazma Kiew raspherry turquoise white coffee
[or vellow?)
Vibarg Birest straw yellow vellow whire coffee
Vladimir Diniester dark green white light green white
Note: it is not possible to determine which of the abave was completely newly-equipped at Austerlitz;
some may have retained their old caps and ather ourdated jtems: far example, prior to 1805 the distinctive
colour of the Diniester Inspection was lilc,
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in appearance at least . . .
they had made a surprising
progress: they were now well
armed and equipped, and had
very much the outward
character of good German
soldiers. They were regular
and firm in their movements,
but they were still slow; and
their  regimental  officers
appeared to be very deficient
in intelligence and activity.
Even some of their major-

1 Right:

Line nfantry, ¢ ABO0. Wilst this
depiers the earlier uniform, it shones
o mieher of connmon aanpaion par-
wariors, incleding fhe renoral of
bar-onements and the wse of feide
knapsacks, The officer fleft) cavrivs
aspontiati; the saller mitre cap is
| wamby @ Corenadier and the shorier
| by Fusilier, trough the latter i
 portrayed vather oo tall. (Engrio-

ing after L. Ebuer).

Below:

J'nfﬁr.'l_'!]' l’!._':liu'e'rJ shouring the bicorn

amd fill ormaments, and e lace-
| edped shoulder straps. [ Engraving
| affer Fiskopator ).,

The Cirenadier witve; fiis illwstra-
lion  shows the Paelov  Regr.
¢ 8. (Engraving  afier  Vis-

kovatow ),




NCOs afthe Pavlow Reg. c 1803,
depacting the quartered  pampan
fadsa woars on e shaka), the lace
eidpisty ta collar amd enffs, and
{centre) the partizan, Tlee cane was
Ilﬂhr.”?' warried I fe manerer
sha n, su.tpe-.-rah.u'_ri'.:-m a [reffang on
the facker, {Enpraving afier Vis-
Eovatar).

generals were little  betrer
than semi-barbarians, ignor-
ant, sensual, selfish, and
perhaps venal . . . as hrave
as the soldiers may be, 1 can-
not regard their armies as
very formidable out of their
OWN country, or in a pro-
tracted campaign. Their hos-
pitals  and  commissariat
were . . . deplorably  bad;
they are always in want of
meney, nor ever have they
credich

The criticism of the higher
command was valid through-
out the period; in 1812, for
example, Admiral Chichagow
dismissed Gen. Markov whao
confused roads and rivers cna
map! Bunbury's account of
the Russian commander-in-
chief in the Mediterranean in
1805 he regarded as cypical:
Gen. Lacy (of Trish descent)
‘had been, no doubt, a brave
and meritorious officer: but
he was now between seventy
and eighty years of age, and
he showed no trace of ever
having been a man of talent
or information . . . he spoke
the English language {though
he had never wvisited the
shores of Erm) with  the
strongest  brogue [ ever
heard . . . Ac che councils of
war . . . he used to bring his
nightcap in his pocket, put it
on, and go to sleep while
others discussed the busi-
ness . . . his Emperor had
attached to Lacy, as his chief
of staff, a certain General
Oppermann . . . an  intri-
guer, and he lefr an impres-
sion on one’s mind of his not
being too honest'™,

THE REGIMENTS

Under Paul I, Russian regi-
ments were named after their
colonel. Alexander returned
to naming them after a town
or province, giving a sense of
continuity and local identity;
and until the expansions of
1812 1t was usual for a colonel
to spend many years in com-

mand, so that his men
regarded him as a father-
figure. Until 1806 the regi-
ments were grouped in ‘In-
spections’ or inspectorates,
cach having its distinctive fac-
ing colour; there were no per-
manent organisations larger
than the regiment, which
created  appalling  problems
when they were ordered on
aActive service,

Upon Alexander’s acces-
sion there existed both Line
infantry (or ‘Musketeer’) and
Grenadier regiments, from
April 1802 with three battal-
ions each. Each Musketeer
regiment had one Grenadier
and two Musketeer battal-
ions; each Grenadier regi-
ment had one Grenadier and
two Fusilier bartalions. Each
battalion had four companies,
onc of which in Musketeer
and Fusilier battalions was of
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Grenadiers. In 1805 there
were 77 Musketeer regiments
(plus two battalions) and 13
Grenadier regiments, cach
with 2,256 men.

THE UNIFORMS

Among Alexander’s reforms
was & rtotal overhaul of the
infantry uniform, replacing
the earlier 18th-century-style
apen coat with a dark green
jacket, closed ro the waisr,
with a high collar and cutfs of
the Inspection colour and
with shoulder straps coloured
according  to  regimental
seniority; turnbacks were red
fer all. The number of regi-
ments under each Inspection
varied between three — e.g.
Finland, Orenburg, Siberia
Inspections — and 11 —
Dmniester  Inspection.  Most
had six to ten. The seniority
sequence of shoulder strap

colours varied, but the first
five in each Inspection nor-
mally, though not invarnably,

wore red, white, vyellow,
raspberry  and  turquoise
respectively. There were two
roows of six buttons on the
breast, three to ecach green
cuff-flap, one to each shoul-
der strap and one on each pair
of trnbacks, the buttons
usually a copper shade. In
winter white breeches were
worn with black knee-boots,
and in summer with white or
black gaiters.

Musketeers wore bicorn
hats until 1805, when they
adopted a black fele shako,
widening slightly towards
the top. The introduction of
the new headdress was proba-
bly somewhat delayed; the
Pavlov Grenadiers, for exam-
ple, still had not received the
shako by the Battle of Fried-



land (1807), and in comem-
moration of their bravery in
that action were ever after
permitted to retain their old
caps. The shako bore a black
cockade with orange edge
and brass butten; and a wool-
len pompon which was white
fora regiment's 15t Battalion,
yellow for the 2nd and red for
the 3rd, with a regimentall V=
coloured centre. The black
leather chinstrap buckled at
the right ear. Grenadicrs
wore  metal-fronted  mitre
caps until 1805, the back in
the Inspection colour and the
headband in the shoulder
strap celour; their new shakos
bore a brass grenade below

the cockade and a very bushy
20, black plume. Queues
were retained until 1806, but
powdered only on special
occasions.

Equipment consisted of a
black leather cartridge box at
the right hip, on a wide white
leather shoulder belt; the box
bore a brass circular plate
embossed with the Tmperial
cagle, with small grenade
badges in the corners for Gre-
nadiers. The white leather
waist belt had a rectangular
brass buckle and supported a
short sabre with slightly-
curved blade, brass hil, black
or dark brown leather scab-
bard, and white woollen knot
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with the ‘bell” in the Inspec
tion colour and the fringe in
company colour {(white, red,
sky blue or orange). The
knapsack was a cvlindrical
black leather valise on a white
belt over the left or righe
shoulder, with a white metal
mess tin attached.

The undress cap resem-
bled the French bonmer de
police, in dark green with the
headband in the Inspection
colour, piped in the shoulder
strap colour, with a tassel of

Ruisian {nfan
ey of ardere of |

v afficers i @ eari-
sy Hiese exdm-

ples  all ¢ o e St
Petersburg Tnspection, whese col-
I

{10 Plain, we=ornemmente ”,'i"l"

II.'I'V'IJ?'fI'le Faifil s I!_r-i("f R 0N G-
paign, feve withe dhonlder At
restaseed; plain ficon; viding o
alls of personal acquisition. AN
fribegks nreve red; e
ard coffs are the Tnspen
(2} The same coar, bur liea
fig ancndo
altiiongl afficially green
were the distingtion af
ments, The caped
sismally green, Int smmciimes grey;
they were often lined whie, and
sometitdes piped i colmer, The
nndress cap as ihe furashka, a non-
regeilaion item,
(3) The surcuk, o fivck-cum-prear-
coal, with whitelined lapels dronr-
ing.
() Fudl dress uniform, with deco-
vated hae, poreer, and liced doodder
straps (here o the light greem of the
Litiwania Repamen). Whige-
HEey gaiter-trousens ' aere
another alternative o

thee ordinary e
breeches and knee boats,

]




Corenadiers ¢ T804-05, showing the
rear af e dnfapiry eqeipment —
the cartridge-tox awith eddinional
grenade badpes, and e wess tin
atop the valise — and the greateoat,
(Engraving after Viskavatar ).

Below

Corenadier  dreponer (e t) and
MO presician. Mugicians wore
thee orddinary wniform widh the addi-
tigst of white dace and Taced shoul-
dev-uivigs;  plimes were ved or
wehite aver red for the regimental
band; NCO pampons were quar-
tered red and wehite. Equipment ivas
whiite leatier, but the drem-apron
wzwally brozen hide; the drums were
brage wnth awhile cords and Toops
painted i green and whire triaeg-
les. { Engraving after Viskovator).,

company colour with fringe
of mixed Inspection colour
and dark green. The great-
coat (shinel), looser and more
comfortable than the jacket
and often worn in its stead,
was made of brownish-grey
cloth (in differing shades),
single=breasted, and usually
with collar and shoulder
straps coloured like those of
the jacket.

NCOs® rank distinctions
consisted of a quartered shako
pempon, the sides white and
the upper and lower sections
mixed black and orange; and
gold lace on the upper edge of
the shako, on the front and
lower edges of the collar,
around the top of the cuff and
down the forward-facing
edge of the fap. For Gre-
nadiers, the top of the plume
was white with a vertical
orange stripe over the top. A
cane (often suspended from a
button on the breast) acted as
a sign of office, and most
NCOs carried a partizan-like
weapon  with  the shaft
painted in the regimental cal-
our,

Officers’ uniforms res-
embled those of the rank-
and-file, bur with longer
skirts, They retained the
bicorn until 1807, though itis
possible that those of the
Caucasus  Inspection  aban-
doned it as early as 1805, The
black bicorn had a black and
gold cockade, gold loop and
gilt button, silver and orange
corner tassels and a black
cock-feather plume. Further
marks of rank were lace-
edged shoulder  straps
(epaulertes were adopted only
in 1807); a large silver gorget
{gilt for field ranks) bearing a

gilt crowned trophy of arms
with  a  white-cnamelled
centre bearing a black and
gold double eagle; and a silver
sash, often wrapped twice
around the waist, with three
interwoven lines of black and
orange and two large silver
tassels. Their arms were a
straight-bladed pée with gilt
hile with shell-guards, urn
pommel and single knuckle-
bow, a grip bound with silver
wire, with a gil-mounted
black leather scabbard, and a
silver knot with black and
orange intermixed. Officers
carried a cane and junior
ranks a spontoon, with shafis
coloured like the NCOs par-
tizans, until 1807. 1

Notes

(1} Memairs of Asna Marta Willrelming
Prickerimg. .. Exracts fron the Joursals
of  her  Faher ol Spencer
Stanfiope., . . (London, 1903, p.520).
(2) Bricf Renvarks on the Character and
Caniposition of the Russian Avory, and a
Sketcl of the Campaigns in Poland in the
Years 1806 and 1807 (London, 1510);
and Namarive of Events during the Tuea-
sien of Russia by Nepaleon Houaparte,
and the Reweat of the French Anny
(London, 1861).

(3) Recallections of the British Anny, in
Colburn's Military  Mapazine, Feb-
ruary 1836; Sir John Fortescoe (His-
fory of the British Army, 1V [London,
1906] p.677) believed that the author
belonged to the 35th Foor,

(%) Narrative of sone Passages in the
Grear War with  France 1799-1810
(1834 1927 edn. pp. 145-46),

(5) 1bid. p.127,

Sources

The major source of infarmaticn is
Historical Deseviption of the Utiforns
and Armaments of the Russian Arny
(AW, Wiskaovatov, St Petersburg,
1544-56) which has splendid plares;
others nclude L'Arméde Ruse (W,
Zweguintzow, Paris, 1973) and
L'Armee Ruisse sous le Tsar Alexandre
Ter (A, Krijitsky & M, Gayda, Paris,
1953). Modern works in English
include Liiforms of the fmperial Bus-
sian Army (B, & J. Mollo, Poole,
1979); The lmperial Russian Anny
1805-13 (W.H. Murray, New York,
19651, The Russion Army of e
Napaleanic Wars (T): Infanry 1785,
1814 (F.). Haythornthwaire, Oaprey
Men=at-Arms serics, London, 1987);
and especially useful for establish-
ments and manoewvees is The Russian
Arny  T800-1815 ((G.F, MNafziger,
Cambridge, Omnrario, 1983). C.W.
Hansen™s The Russian Army 1805 was
published in the Danish periodical
Chakoten in 1985; edged weapans are
described in Russian Military Swonds
IS0-1517 {E. Maollo, London, 1969)
L'Esercite Russe 1805-15: Fanteria (1
Falzone & G, Rava, Parma, n.d.)
reproduces Viskovatov engravings,
Aunsterlitz (C. Duffy, London, 1977
remains the best modern study of the
Campaign.



