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French Infantry at Austerlitz, 1805
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he battle of Austerlitz on 2 December 1805 —
‘The Battle of the Three Emperors’ — was one
of the tactical masterpicces of history, and estab-
lished Napoleon’s reputation as the foremost com-
mander of his age. It was probably the high point of

decerved them into believing
was his weakest part. As the
Allied troops were deplov-
ing, MNapoleon launched a
counter-attack  which  spli
their centre and drove them
from the field, a wvictory

which shattered the Allicsand
ended the war at a stroke, His
first victory after the assamp-
tion of the imperial mantle, it
confirmed Napolean’s repu-
tation as a military genius,
but was firmly built upon the

his entire military career.

Tnking advantage  of
Napoleon's apparent

weakness in having the bulk
of his forces concentrated on
the Channel coast, the Third
Coalition  (Austria, Russia,
Britain and Sweden) planned
an  Austro-Russian advance
towards the Rhine. To
counter this threat, Napoleon
breke up his Channel camps
and  marched casc on 31
Auvgust 1805 at the head of the
finest army he ever com-
manded — experienced and
well trained, it was not yet
diluted by the influx of con-
scripts which in later vears
replaced the casualties of suc-
cessive campaigns. Follow-
mg a series of almost unbro-
ken successes, the morale of
the army was exceptionally
high, and Napoleon used it to
devastating cffect in the oper-
ations leading to Austerlitz.
Advancing on a wide fromt,
and  undiscovered by his
opponents, Mapoleon's
forces crossed the Rhine on 26
Scptember, swinging norch
and west in a wide arc to sever
the communications of the
Austrian army of the inept
Gen.  Karl Mack  wvon
Leiberich (1752-1828). Iso-
lated  from his  supports,

Above:

French imfanery  on compaipn,
Though during from e 18N, ehis
print by Barsch after . ven
Kobell shoaes the typical nen-regu-
lation campaign appearance of Hie
Frencit infantry.

Centre:

Fusilier, &t Line: print after 17,
Huen from the Bwecqeooy  serfes,
slrieing (Trser) the distingive regi-
mieietal frmbacke orament,

Right:

Fusilier sergeant (left ) and fusilier
it campagm dress, 5T Line,
SJ]elil"l-HJe Heeir  wnigue  plumes,
{Print rl_”l'r H. Boisselier ),

Mack surrendered at Ulm on
20 October: a  stunning
strategic victory by Napo-
leon, achieved without che
necessity of a major battle,
and costing Austria some
50,000 troops.

Mapoleon pushed on o
occupy Vienna and engage
the second enemy army, that
of the Russian Gen. Mikhail
Kumzowv (1745-1813), which
was accompanied by the
Austrian Emperor Francis |
and Czar Alexander I (hence
‘the battle af  three
Emperors”). On 2 December,
a few miles east of Brunn in
Moldavia, the two forces met
at Austerlitz.

Contident of wvictory, the
larger Russo-Austrian army
planned to ‘pin’ the French
lefr, whilse the main assault
drove towards MNapoleon's
right-centre, which he had
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Below:
Gieeradier drsnmmer i fill dress: @
erther example of wisicians® dis-
tinctions, in the pellow lace clew-
vons on the slerves, § Pring after
Marice Ovanpe ),

Above:
Sapeur (pianeer) and  fusilier
drinmeer, 18tk Line, The sapeurs
e grenadier distinetisns i
it traditional apron, axc agd
teard. Mugicians Sregtiently hagd
adifitional segivrental distinctions.
o8 the skey-blte ficie qand orange
fare in this care. (Prige affer H.
Buoisselier),

foundations of his magnifi-
cent army (which was to g
considerable degree his own
creation); but only ac the cost
of approximately one-eighth
of the French Grande Armée,
who fell at Austerlitz. Never
again was Napoleon to com-
mand so matchless a foree.

THE INFANTRY
REGIMENTS
The backbone of the French
army were the infanery regi-
ments, the successors of the
demi-bripades of the Revol-
utionary Wars (the term ‘re-
giment’, eschewed because of
its élitist connotation, had
been reinstated on 24 Sep-
tember 1803). In August 1805
there were 87 Line Infantry
regiments, usually of three
oattalions (oecasionally four),
with a field establishment of
nominally around 1,100 per
battalion; in practice many of
the units in the 1805 cim-

paign  could muster Jligtle
more than one-third of this
number. Each battalion com-
prised scven fusilier com-
panies and two of ‘élites”, one
each of gremadiers and woflo
tigenrs, the latter being the
battalion’s light infantry,

The Light Infantry regi-
ments were supposedly mare
adept at skirmish tactics than
the Line, but in reality were
hardly any different except in
uniform  and terminology,
having chasseurs instead of

Susiliers and carabiniers instead

of grenadiers. They were dis-
tributed through the arm v as
if they were in fact different
from the Line, normally each
division having one Light
Infantry regiment. Only in |
Corps was the distinction
actually practiced, in which
neither division had any light
troops, but the 27th Léger
(Light Infantry) was attached
to the Corps as ‘advance

o e

guard”. In Il Corps the 15th
Leéger was divided, the bulk of
the unit serving with the 2nd
Bde. and the voltipenr com-
pany with the 15t Bde,

Units present at Austerlitz
included the Line regiments
numbered 3, 4, 8, 14, 17, 18,
28, 30, 33, 34, 36, 40, 43, 45,
46, 48, 51, 54, 55, 57, 61 . 04,
73, 88, 94, 95, 108 and 111;
and Light regiments 10, 13,
13, 17, 24, 26 and 27, In addi-
tion, Gen, Oudinot's division
of Grenadiers de la réserve was
formed hy detaching com-
panies from their parent units
to create an élite reserve of
five regiments. These took
men  from  the following
corps: Ist Regt., 13th and
58th Line; 2nd Regt., 9th and
Blst Line: 3rd Regr., 2nd and
drd Leger; 4th Regt., 28th and
31st Léger; 5th Regr., 12th
and 15th Léger. An example
of this organisation is pro-
vided by the 4th Regt., com-
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Captions to colour plates:
A, B, C) Gremdiers, winter cam-
pign dress, 1303 (A) Grenadier,
wdreling onfer,  carping  the
bearskin i @ Tiwen bag dtap the
ktapsaci. {B) Crenadior affiver.
(Cy Grevadier, hatele order, unith
Iiis bicors strapped to his brapaack,
Prior 1o fssue af the strap pusifng
right vound tiee pack i 1206 ol
dices had sa improsice stouage
straps or cords. The canteen {5 one
of many varieties. Nave, bengath
averalls,  captured  Hungarian
breeclios, and marching Hutiparian
anile haois,

) Bicarn of 41kt Line, it e
s

&) Grenadier’s hivonr jwith old-stple
draoping plrme.

£} Fusilier's Dicorie, front and side.
&) Grenadier epauletie vasiations.
h) Vilsigesr epaulerte variations.
i) Fariations on the grenadicr
bearskin, awith repulation bue and
red rear patches; the smore comm
redd aeith @ edite crozs; ved ar ol e
covdsy atd ar vight, a cap of the 57t
Line witl dasbie wirie raquetes
fafier Boersch Colln. )

Y Unifrass homnet de police with
‘stocking” extended; and, belosw, a5
warte, withise this caze Light Trifoari
try badpe and tasse!,

K, L, M) Infautrymen, i ign
dress, TR05-06: (K) Fiesilier, &t
Lie, slewwing revimental tumbeack:
Padge wed - enfi wariarion, (L)
Fusilier, showing another cuff vari-
aion, and pasition of bayonet soal-
fard an patich belt. (M) Classenr,
Light Infantry. Note sabre and
baryonct in donble fioge; aaterproof
misket fack cover; and [806-pat-
dern lazenge shako plate — it jeas
been sigrgested thar some vegiments
atuticipated the general insrodection
aof tiese, bur details are nnclear.,

n) Infantry oat of segulation pag-
ferie, apart fron the old-fishioned
Mapless cuff.

o) Cufl pariavions: {leff to right)
private, segulation pattem apar:
o whtive-piped red flap insread af
red-piped bive flap: covporel, regu-
lation pattern, with dable orange
rank hars; sevgeant, fapless siyle,
single gold ok bar,

P) Varieties of nomback inziin.
b Fariations an the Light fnfaniry
shaka, with green ormamens Sar
chassenrs and scarlet for carabiniers:
fofe exanple withe 1806 fozenge
paie.

£) Chasteur’s shart-skirted Lighs
Infantry coat, with variations of
cuff design noted ansong reginments,

posed as follows:

st Bu.: carabinier and one
chasseur company from each
of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Bns,,
28th Léger.

Ztd Bn.: the same from the
Ist, 2nd and 3rd Bns., 3ist

Léger,

continued on page 18




Carabinier, 17th Léger. Distine-
tioms slewn by the Boesweillwald
Colln. incude orauge epanleite
straps witle searles “ereseent” and

fringe, searlet cuff flaps, white cap
cords, @ green fobacee posich sns-
pended from tee sabre hilr, and blue
overalls wam aver white and sley
Mue striped stackings with low
shoes,

Righe:

Frencly infanry entering Leipzig,
1806; an epewitness print after
.G, H. Gaeissler, In tite centre is o
carabinier with white overalls and
gaiters; extreme left is a fusilier af
e 57eh Ling, who has red nusmer-
als 5" and *7* on the tupbacks, and
a welvite fabric cartridge box cever
bearing  the regimental  identity
writient in Black.

UNIFORMS

The French infantry uniform
had evelved from the mtro-
duction of a universal
uniform in 1793, officially
devoid of regimental distinc-
tions save for the number on
the buttons. Countless var-
ieties  existed,  howewer,
partly through difficulties of
supply, partly through the
adoption of non-regulation
items on campaign; and
equally, through the indi-
vidualism of many regi-
ments, which took advantage
of the less than comprehen-
sive dress regulations to
introduce untold minor dis-
tincticns, none of which were
codified and which probably
changed with successive re-
clothing of the unit. Minor
varieties were noted espe-
cially in the uniforms of élite
companies , whose more

elaborate uniform empha-
sized their ostensibly supenior
status.

Line infantry

The infantry coat (habit @ la
frangaise] was dark blue with
white lining, turnbacks and
lapels piped red; red collar
and cuffs piped white; blue
cuff flaps and shoulder straps
and horizontal pockets piped
red; and brass buttons. Varia-
tions included red cuff faps,
or white faps piped red; or
even the retention of the ear-
lier flapless cuff, with a line of
white piping running up the
cuff instead, as worn by the
&th Line perhaps as late as
1812, An order of 13 July
1805 noted that ‘Many col-
onels have abaolished the red
piping on the lapels, others
have made vertical pockets
instead of the horizontal
ones'.

Great variety was found in
the design of rturnback
badges, including hearts,
diamonds and stars in red or
blue cloth, red grenades for
grenadiers, and regimental
devices including the Sth
Line's red diamond bearing a
white ‘8" and inner diamond,
and the 48th’s blue number *4°
on one turnback and '8’ on the
ather.
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MNetherwear consisted  of
a  white, single-breasted,
slecved waistcoat, with red
collar and cuffs for some regi-
ments (yellow for veltigenrs);
and white breeches with
black kmnee-length  gaiters.
Many regiments used unoffi-
cial white gaiters for sumimer
or parade, and off-white or
grey linen for everyday use.
On campaign it was common
to wear loose overalls, beige,
white ar grey being the com-
moenest colours, worn over or
sometimes in place of the
gaiters. A white stock was
worn for ordinary dress, or
black for parade and acrive
service, bur this was often
replaced by a more comforta-
ble cravar.

The headdress was a low
bicorn hat, uvsually orna-
mented only with a tricolour
cockade with yellow lace
loop; the lace ‘ties” which held
the sides erect were usually
black, but sometimes col-
oured red, popular with gre-

madiers. The 4th Line had
orange ties  (rraditionally
awarded for bravery at

Arcola), and the 18th Line
red, or yellow for voltigeurs.
Short plumes were some-
times added to distinguish
grenadiers, or to identify the
battalion; on 21 June 1805

ordered
‘only round pompons and
forbid the use of thosc as
worn by the 57th, which
place an undue strain on the
hats and give generally a bad
effect” — that regiment using

Gen.  Vandamme

carrot-shaped  plumes to
idenrify its battalions, in sky-
blue, orange and lie-de-vin
{the lateer a violet shade, liter-
ally *wine dregs’).
Grenadiers wore scarlet
epaulettes and were permit-
ted to use fur caps, usually
donned only for parade or
combat. Made of bearskin
(hence its name ourson) or
goatskin, the cap had a brass
front plare embossed with a
grenade, and sometimes with
regimental distinctions. (For
example, the 45th hada "4 on
one side of the grenade and '3
on the other; the 108th had a
triangular plate with a gre-
nade occupying the upper
point, with ‘108" cur out
below.) The cap’s cloth rear
patch {nicknamed cul de singe
or ‘monkey’s backside™) offi-
cially was quartercd in red
and blue, but was more usu-
ally red with a white lace
cross. The cap had a scarlet
plume at the left, above the
cockade, and  parrially
braided cords hanging in a
‘raguette’ ar the right, aften

urs
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red, bur white cords were not
uncommon {worn by the 3rd,
18th, 215t and 57th, for exam-
ple). The 8th Line wore peaks
on their grenadier caps. For
ordinary dress, the grenadiers
wore the bicorn with a red
pompon or plume, the old
drooping plume still being
retained i some cases.

Voltigeurs usually wore a
chantois or vellow collar, often
piped red, and green or
green-and-yellow  epanlettes
and pompons, with yellow
horns on the turnbacks. The
6dth's woltigenrs had red hat
ties, green pompon with red
tuft, red collar piped whire,
green  epaulettes  with  red
crescents, and ‘64’ on the
turnbacks. The 95th's in 1806
had green pompons with yel-
low tufis.

Equipment included a
tanned calfskin knapsack car-
ried on the back by bufl-
leather shoulder straps affixed
by wooden toggles, and
closed with twe or three

straps. Filled with spare clo-
thing, cleaning equipment,
two packs of cartridges, four
days’ biscuit and personal

impedimenta, it weighed
around 15 to 20kg, not
including mess-tin, cooking
pot and spare headdress in a
cover, fastened on the outside
of the knapsack. The car-
tridge box was hlack leather,
suspended at che right hip by
a  whitened  buft-leather
shoulder belr; the flap of the
box carried a brass grenade or
hom badge for élites, and
occasionally the regimental
number. Fusiliers carried the
brown leather bayoner scab-
bard on the front of the car-
tridge box belt, but those
armed with the sabre carried
an additional belt owver the
right shoulder, with a com-
bined frog for both sabre and
bayonet,

The sabre (sabwe-briquer)
had a singe-bar cast brass hile
and slightly curved blade,
with black leather scabbard
with brass chape; it was car-
ried by NCOs, grenadiers, vol-
tigerers and musicians, with a
scarlec knot for grenadiers,
green and/or yellow for vol-
tigesrs and white for fusiliers,
though regimental distine-
tions existed. The musket

L]

was based on the 1777 pat-
tern, with iron  fittings,
slightly remodelled in Years
X and XIIT of the republican
calendar, hence its pattern-
nmame An J[X/XIII. A
smoothbore  flindock  of
17.5mm calibre, its length
was 1531.5cm and it weighed
4.375kg. Voltigeurs often car-
ried the shorter dragoon
musket, 141.7cm long and
weighing 4.275kg, more ap-
propriate for skirmishing.

There was no official issue
of a canteen, so each man pro-
vided his own (metal flask,
glass bottle in wicker frame,
gourd or wooden barrel).
Other  unofficial  items
included  canvas  satchels
slung over the shoulder, and
even cloth ‘sausages” contain-
ing flour,

Not until 1805 were great-
coats issued, and even then
they were provided from
regimental funds and only for
campaign; thus many pat-
terns existed — single- and
double-breasted, beige, grey
and brownish. The epaulctees
of élite companics were usu-
ally worn on the greatcoat.
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The coat was usually carried
rolled atop the knapsack, but
not until 1806 was official
provision made by the addi-
tion of leather loops on the
knapsack; before then, the
coat was secured by string or
leather straps provided by the
individual.

The undress cap {bouner de
police) was blue cloth, with a
tasselled stocking-end folded
behind the headband, with
red lace edging; tassel and
piping, with red grenade or
yellow horn badge for élites;
it was usually carried beneath
the cartridge box. Hairstyles
wvaried, the queue declining in
use  from around 1803,
though regimental practice
varied: as late as 1804 cutting
the hair short was an impris-
onment offence in the Adth
Line, which also prohibited
the sideburns which became
popular from the early 1800s.
Moustaches were obligatory
for élites.

Rank markings were in the
form of diagonal lace bars on
the lower sleeve: two orange
bars for corporals, a gold bar
on red for sergeants, and two
gold for sergeant-majors;
gold epaulette-edging  and
mixed-gold fringe and sword
knots were often worn by
sergeants and above. Service
chevrons were worn point
uppermost on the upper arm,
in gold for senior NCOs and
red for the remainder.

Officers’ uvniforms re-
sembled those of the rank and
file, in finer quality, with
gold lace hat-loops and
epaulectes, distnguished as
follows: colonel, epaulettes
with bullion fringes; major,
the same but silver straps; chef
de bataillon, as colonel but
fringe on left only; caprain,
thin fringe on left only;
capitaine-adjutant-major, as
captain but fringe on right;
lieutenant, as captain but red
stripe on straps; sows-liewten-
ant, with two red stripes;
adjutant-sous-officier, red

Ll;gfl'f frjﬁmh]r IARRTHG 4 cuslons
post at the entry fo Leipig, 1806
O07: print after C.G.H. Geigsler.
The chasseur (centre) has the
180G-pattern Tozenge shako plarte;
at right is a chasseur wearing o
browm  greatcoar awith  epanlerres
affixed. The soldier at left is o
member of tee towen milivia in sky
Dlee aeith 3{arf¢‘!_f‘grfm:5,




Light infantry embarking an cam-
paign: @ German print of ¢ 1506
shawwing shakas weith the plume e
the apposite side to the qockade.

straps with two gold stripes
and mixed red and gold fringe
on left.

Officers carried straight-
bladed épées with gilt fittings
and gold knot, suspended
from white shoulder- or
waist belts, though black or
coloured waist belts, often
with lace or metallic embroi-
dered decoration, were popu-
lar. Elite company officers
often carried curved sabres.
On campaign, single-
breasted undress  surfonts
without lapels were popular
in place of the coat, dark blue
throughout, save often for a
red collar and (as worn by the
8th) red cuff-piping.

Light Infantry

Light Infantry wore similar
uniform, but with a shorter-
tailed coatee with blue lin-
ing, turnbacks and lapels, all
piped white, the lapels cut
with a distinctive pointed
lower end, and turnbacks
bearing white horn badges.
Officers” lace was silver, and
buttons white meral, though
at least the 2nd, 3rd, 12th and
28th Léger had brass buttons.
The cuffs were officially dark
blue with scarlet Haps and
white piping, but variations
included blue flaps, or scarlet
or blue pointed cuffs; collars
were scarlet with white pip-
ing. Chasseurs had blue shoul-
der straps piped white, but
green epaulettes, sometimes
with red ‘crescents’, were
popular.

Waistcoats and breeches
were dark blue, though white
waistcoars were papular in
summer. The short light
infantry  gaiters, cut to
resemble hussar boots (with
tassels and lace trim, red for
carabiniers and white, red and/
or green for chasseurs) were
sometimes replaced by white
linen gaiters in summer; loose
overalls were popular on
campaign, often dark blue.

The headdress was a squat
shako (17.8cm high, though
taller  versions  probably
existed unofficially), of black
felc with leather upper and
lower bands and detachable
peak. Ornaments vared: a

brass hunting horn was often
worn on the front, and a
tricolour cockade at the left,
with a vellow or orange lace
loop secured by one or two
buttons; with a plume above,
upright or drooping, scarlet
for carabiniers and green for
chasseirs. As the peak was
detachable and the badge not
universal, some regiments
repositioned the peak so thar
the plume and cockade were
displayed at the front. Cords
suspended around the cap
were green for chasseurs and
white or scarlet for carabiniers;
and the lacter could also wear
a fur cap, like that of Line gre-
nadiers, but without a plate,
Fur caps were not universal
but granted to regiments
requesting them; of those at
Austerlitz, for example, the
2nd Léper received theirs
under the Consulate, but the
27th not undl December
1804,

Valtigeurs had chamois col-
lars {piped red or white) and
occasionally  chamois  cuff
Haps, with epaulettes, plumes
and sword=knots in combina-
tions of yellow, green andjor
red. Carabiniers and veltipenrs
sometimes had red or yellow
shako bands respectively.
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Equipment was like that
of the Line, though all carried
the sabre, generally with red
knot for carabiniers and green
or green with red trim for
chasseurs. The cartridge box
frequently bore a brass horn
badge, and greater use was
made of the dragoon musker,

Officers” distinctions were
like those of the Line, with
silver epaulettes and buttons
and long-tailed coats, and the
bicorn was more popular
than the shako. (As late as
1814 some members of the
9th Léger apparently wore the
bicorn).

The French infantry of
Austerlitz were redoubrable
men. When at the battle Gen.
Sainte-Hilaire was consider-
ing withdrawal in the face of
huge adds, Col. Pouset of the
10th Léger cried, ‘General,
don’t pull us back... There's
only one honourable way out
— go bald-headed at whoever
is in front of us, and above all
don't give the enemy time to
see just how few we arel” —
an audacious tactic, which
worked”  An  ordinary
carabinier of the 17th Léger
revived MNapoleon's Hagging
spirits before the battle, as the

Emperor stumped past the
sentry muttering “Those Rus-
sian b——s think they can
make us swallow anything’.
‘Mot on your life’, inter-
rupted the sentry, ‘Not if we
hawe anything to do with it!"™

And  their  resourcefulness
was legendary: after heavy
fighting before Austerlitz, the
26th Léger were concerned
that their colonel, Pouget
should pass a comfortable
night, so built him a soft
bivouac:  ‘they  dragged
together a number of Russian
corpses. and spread a layer of

hay on the top™,
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