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Two Hussars

(1) Charles Wood,Germany, 1813

JOHN MOLLO

This article and its sequel in our next issue repre-

sent a remarkable coincidence. Within weeks of

one another two respected researchers, working
independently and quite unknown to one another,
submitted to ‘MI" articles describing original detec-
tive work to which each had been led by chance

encounters with two unrelated surviving relics of

British hussar officers of the Napoleonic period.
The subjects proved to have been two young subal
terns of the 18th Hussars who, alone and far from
their regiment, had actually served stirrup to stirrup
on detached service with a German army in 1813. In
this first article John Mollo describes his findings in
the matter of a previously unrecorded British Staff

uniform.

DIME years ago a portrait

miniature of a British
hussar officer wearing  the
Waterloo  Medal and  the
Prussian Order of Military
Merit — the so-called Pour le
Merite — appeared in a
London saleroom. The image
of a young British officer
wearing  a  much-coveted
Prussian  decoration  was
meriguing, to say the least;
and some research seemed o
be called for.

The sitter's uniform was
that of the 10th Hussars; and
sure enough a captain in that
regiment, Charles Wood, had
indeed been  permitted by
Royal Licence of 1 March
1815 to accept and wear the
Prussian Order of Military
Mert ‘in testimony of the
approbation of the King of
Prussia, of the distinguished
Military services rendered by
him to the common eause,
during the last campaign’.
That the same officer served
with the 10th Hussars during
the Warterloo campaign, and
was therefore eligible to
receive the Waterloo Medal,
seemed to clinch the identity
of the miniature.

In the same sale, however,
butnot in the same lot and naot
acknowledged as being asso-
ciated with it in any way, was
a papiermdché snuff box with a

circular lid painted with the
portrait of a young hussar
officer in a rather curious uni-
form. | acquired this box; and
on apening my new purchase
found inside rwo black wax
mourning seals (one bearing
the arms of the Marguis of
Londonderry, the aother
apparently belonging to the
Marquis of Worcester); and a
small piece of paper with
the following handwritten
inscription, apparently taken
from a journal:

‘Berlin 21 August 1813

I set for three hours for my | 8

pictire on one of those painted
snuff bozees before I left Berlin as
ADC to a General of Hussars
which I intend to send to my
Father. I do not know what sort
of thing it will be —

Charles Wood'

Here was  further con-
firmation that the miniature
and the snuff box, split up in
the saleroom, were indeed
from the same source.

The snuff hox itself is made
of black lacquered papier-
miché, and measures Y2 mm
in diameter. The sitter is
wearing a brown cylindrical
fur busby with a light blue
cloth bag falling to the right
side; a small white-over-red
plume in a gilt metal socket;
gile metal chinscales with
lion's head bosses; and plaited
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Berlin snuff box (actual size), August
1813, bearing on the lid a portrait of
Capt. Charles Wood, 18th Hiwsars,
(Author's collection)

Abde-de-camp to Sir Charles Stewan
ceemal Lawdeck, 22 August 1813; alwrost
certainly  Thomas Noel Hareis, 18:h
Hussars. (Painted by the author afier a
skeetch by Richand Knirel)

gold cap lines ending in Aloun-
ders and rassels. His dark blue
hussar jacket has a scarlet col-
lar edged with two rows
of gold Russia braid and with
a gold-embroidered  ‘Staff
loop® on each side; the front of
the jacket 1s trimmed with
gold buttons and braid in the
usual hussar fashion, His
scarlet pelisse, trimmed with
light grey fur and gold hussar
braiding, has two unusual
fcatures: the use of gold tog-
gles instead of buttons, and
the two vertical lines of what
looks like gold embroidery.
The pouch belt is gold lace on
blue cloth. A black stock,
white collar points, a white
waistcoat and shirt frill com-
plete this elegant and doubt-
less expensive outfit.

The interesting thing is that
we have only Charles Wood's
word for it that this was the
uniform of an ‘ADC to a
General Officer of Hussars’,
as apart from the busby,
which has the lighe blue bag
of the 18th Hussars, the rest
of the uniform dees not seem
to have been recorded any-
where else.




Handurrittesnr  figpte _||.l'|ll.'l‘£|l inside e
Clharles Woad suuff” hox, briug appar-
ently cut or copied from @ page of a
Jonmal.

MISSION TO
GERMANY

One is therefore led o ask,
who was Charles Wood?
Why was he in Berlin in
August 1813, dressed in an
apparently  unofficial  uni-
form? And what were the
‘distinguished Military  ser-
vices' which he rendered to
the King of Prussia, which
carned him that monarch's
‘approbation’ and the award
af the Pour le Merite?

Charles Wood was  the
sixth son of Thomas Wood of
Littleron, and was commis-
sioned into the 32nd Regi-
ment as cnsign on 31 August
18049, e became a licutenant
in the 52nd on 7 March 18110,
and a captain in the 68th on 17
Seprember 1812, On 249 June
1813 he transferred to the
18th Hussars. On 12 Novem-
ber 1814 he was moved, sill
in the rank of captain, from
the 18¢h to the 10cth Hussars,
when the officers of the for-
mer regiment were dispersed
throughout the cavalry after
the failure of their attempt to
convict their commanding
officer, Col. Quentin, of
cowardice. Promoted major
on 16 March 1815, Charles
Wood fought with the 10th
Hussars at Waterloo; and
retired on half-pay in 1821

Early in 1813 he was
appointed to the staff of Maj.
Gen.  Sir Charles  Stewart,
later 3rd Marquis of London-
derry, as an aide-de-camp. In
April 1813 Stewart  was
appointed British Minister to
the Court of Berlin “specially
charged with the military
superintendance’ of the Prus-
sian, Swedish, and Hano-
verian armies, together with
an auxiliary Russian corps,
which were about to begin
operations from the southern
shores of the Baltic under the
command of the Prince Royal
of Sweden — the former
French Marshal Bernadotre.
‘Jtl’_'\.\, 1[t T]]]H‘\'(JT'I Was csschi-
tially diplomaric, and he took
with him a large personal statt
which included two ADCs:
Charles Wood, and a brather-
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officer of the 18th Fussars,
Thomas Mol Harris.

The general's  mussion
mvolved a good deal of trav-
elling (mostly in a carriage,
with his King's German
Legion Hussar orderly on the
box) between Bernadotte’s
armies in the and
Bliicher's armies in the south,
the borders of modern
Czechoslovakia, Tedious days
of negotiation  were  inter-
spersed with periods of relaxa-
tion at the Headquarters of the
Allied Sovereigns, where there
was a constint round of
reviews, dinners, and enjoya-
ble diversions.

All the same, Stewart and
his staff managed to be well ta
the fore at most of the major
engagements of the cam-
paign. They werc present ac
Liitzen and Baurzen, and took
parcin Bliicher’s brilliant cav-
alry stroke at Haynau on 26
May 1813, During the unsue-
cessful attempr on the walls of
Diresden on 26 August Stew-
art and one of his ADCs
found themselves caught up
in the French sortie, and only
escaped by dashing through
the mélée in the failing light.
At Kulm three days later
Stewart reccived ‘a severe
wound in the thigh by the
cxplosion of a shell shortly
after the commencement of
the action’,

Stewart was nevertheless
sufficiently recovered by the
battle of Leipzig (16-19 Ocrto-
ber) o take command of
Bliicher's  reserve  cavalry,
and ro capture a French bat-
tery at the head of the Bran-
denburg Hussars, Afterwards
he paid tribute to ‘the gallan-
try displaved and the efficient

north,
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assistance’ received from his
two aides. In 1814, during the
closing battles of the Allicd
advance on Paris, Thomas
MNocl Harris was up front
with a Cossack patrol when
he ‘discovered’ a large French
column, on which he was
able o direct  Bliicher's
troops. For these and other
services Sir Charles Stewart
was awarded the Swedish
Order of the Sword, the Rus-
sian Order of St. George (4th
Class), and the Prussian
Orders of the Black Eagle and
the Red Eagle. Charles Wood
received the Pour [e Merite, as
did Thomas MNoel Harris,
who was also awarded che
Russian Orders of 5t Anne
and St. Viadimir.

Sir Charles Stewart, at the
age of 21 the lieurenant-col-
onel of the 18th Light Drag-
oons during the Dutch cam-
paign of 1799, and later a
veteran of the Penmsula who
held both a hussar command
and a staff appointment, was
by nature a beaw sabrewr. Well-
ington, mindful of Stewart's
defective sight and hearing —
the results of 2 wound sus-
tained in a ‘cavalry affair’ near
Donauworth in 1796 — was
obliged to frustrare Sir Char-
les's hunger for an active cav-
a|r} command. But Ilth{}u]:,h
his mission to Germany could
in no way be classed as such a
command, Stewart clearly
considered himself entitled to
wear the elaborate uniform
established for general
officers of hussars. He had
himself painted in this dress
by Lawrence some time after
1 February 1813, when he
was made a KB, and before
his departure for Germany.
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That he had it with him on the
Continent is confirmed by his
rupurl. of a theft from his
rooms in Paris in 1814, which
specifically mentions the loss
of his hussar jacket and his
pelisse e which  were
attached his stars and forcign
orders, some of them set in
diamonds.

UNIFORM FOR
HUSSAR GENERALS
AND ADCs

The uniform for general
officers of hussars seems to
have evolved unoffically,
probably at the instigation of
the Duke of Cumberland,
colonel of the 15th Hussars
and a great devoree of all
things Prussian. when the
first hussar brigade was
assembled at Ipswich in 1808
Lord Paget, colonel of the 7th
Hussars and commander of
the Hussar Brigade, seems to
have followed suit, as there
are contemporary drawings
of each of them in such
uniforms.

During the Corunna cam-
paign, 1808-09, Paget was in
overall command of the eav-
alry, and the Hussar Brigade
was given to Sir John Slade
whao was not a hussar ac all,
but came from the Royal
Diragoons, {'.!car]}' Slade had
not bothered to cquip himself
hussar finery (though
the story that the Prince of
Wales, watching the hussars
departing from Portsmouth,
pressed his awn hussar jacket
and pelisse on Slade is appar-
ently apocryphal), A painting
by Strihling at York House

l—-—-——



of an officer in the uniform of
a general officer of hussars is
belicved o depict  Slade,
probably  painted on  his
return from Spain in 1809,

The earliest printed dress
regularions  covering gener-
als, dated 23 December 1811,
describe the hussar generals’
uniform unhelpfully as ‘the
uniform which is established
for them . . . . As such, it
consisted of a brown fur
busby with scarler  bag,
whitc-over-red plume, and
gold lines; scarlet jacket with
blue facings and gold braid
and lace; blue pelisse with
grey fur and gold braid and
lace; and  either  white
breeches and black boots or,
for dress occasions, scarlet
pantaloons and vellow boots,
Derails  of  ornamentation
scem to have varied, but seem
generally to have been in line
with that adopted by the
wearer's original regiment,
The sabretache and pouch
were scarlet with gold lace
and  embroidery,  usually
bearing a erown and crossed
sword  and  baton,  the
sabretache having n addition
1 double reversed C‘GR’
cypher.

Bur if generals of hussars
hastened to deck themsclves
out in special finery, whar of
their staffs? Judging by the
groups of officers painted by
Robert Dighton in 1808, the
ADCs of the Hussar Brigade
wore the normal dress of that
appointment:  namely, a
cocked hat with white-over-
red plume; a long scarlet coat
with blue collar and cuffs,
decorated with embroidered
‘Staff loops” in gold for dress
wear and with worked holes
in undress: crimson  sash,
white breeches and black hus-
sar boots. The 1811 regu-
lations state that when ADCs
were serving with cavalry
they were to change the single
gold cpaulette on the left
shoulder for an aiguillette on
the right. In 1814 this was
changed, so that ADCs to
general afficers commanding
a force abroad now wore two
gold epaulettes; and other
ADCs one epaulette only, on
the left when serving with
cavilry, on the right when
with infantry. Nowhere is
there any mention of a special

dress for the staffs of general
officers of hussars (apart from
2 vague reference to the seaff
of Sir Srapleton Cotton wear-
ing hussar dress in 1813).
Until, that 15, we come to
Stewart’s  mission o Ger-
many in 1813 . . .

AN UNPUBLISHED

ENOTEL SKETCH

Many vears ago the late C,C.
P. Lawson was sent a small
sketch by Richard Kndtel; 1t
was  obviously  based on
something he had seen in
Germany, but unfortunately
any notes which may have
accompanied it have not, to
my  knowledge, survived.
However, it shows a British
stafl’ officer wearing a red
undress coat of the patcern
established for ATDCs, with a
single gold aiguillette on the
right shoulder. This is what
one would expect; but there are
two  unusual  features,  He
wears o dark blue ‘pork pic’
forage cap with a silver lace
band, as worn by cavalry
officers; and a crimson and
gold hussar barrel sash. The
drawing is dated ‘Landeck, 22
August 1813,

Clearly, this officer must
be one of Stewart's two aides

wearing his 18th Hussars for-
age cap and barrel sash in con-
junction with nermal ADC's
dress. Omn 16 August 1813 Sir
Charles is known to have
moved  from  the Prossian
headguarters at Landeck to
Prague; so Landeck, which |
confess to being unable to dis-
cover on a modern map, can-
not be more than a day’s ride

— 20 to 30 miles — from
Prague. Rewurning to  the
snufl’ box, we recall that

Charles Wood was in Berlin
on 21 August; it is thus
impossible for him to have
been sketched  ar Landeck
only 2 day later, and the
Knétel drawing must there-
fore show Thomas Harris.
We now have evidence that
one or both of these twao
young ofhcers had both che
normal uniform for ADCs as
laid down in the 1811 regu-
lations, though wom with
hussar regimental forage cap
and sash; and also a dress uni-
form of a totally unrecorded
pattern, depicted in the snuff
box portrait of Charles Wood
as worn with the regimental
fur cap of the 18th Hussars.
The only remaining question
is whether the dress uniform
had been established by
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custom for some vears; or
whether it was a temuc de fan-
taisie, provided at the instiga-
ton  and perhaps ar  the
cxpense of Sir Charles Stew-
art 5o that his seafi should not
let him down i the glittering
surroundings of the Allicd
headquareers?

That this uniform was at
least commeon to both ADCs
is confirmed by an article in
the Spring 1987 number of
JSAHR by D. H. Tomback,
on  a  presentation  sword
given to Harris by the so-far
unidenrified Edward Solly,
‘In commemoration of their
fellowship at the memor-
able battle of Leipzig of the
18th and 19th Qcraber 1813°,
Mr. Tomback includes two
black-and-white portraits of
Harris apparently taken from
his memoirs, published pri-
vately in 1890, In one of these
the pose and uniform are so
similar to the portrait of
Charles Wood that one is led
to the tantalising conclusion
that both Wood and Harris
patronised the same Berlin
snuff box manufacturer; and
that somewhere a sccond box
may still exise. M1
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- Two Hussars

(2)Thomas Noel Harris, Brigade Major, 1815

PHILIP J. HAYTHORNTHWAITE

Rarc uniforms abound in public and private
the

collections;  yet

majority  have no

discernible history, But very rarcly there appears an
item which, because of historical association, can
truly be described as a national treasure; one such is
illustrated here, never before published. A number
of garments exist which purport to have been worn
at the Battle of Waterloo, but few are so undeniably
authentic as the coat of Captain Thomas Nocl
Harris, which remans exactly as it was removed
from the wearer on 19 June 1815 in a makeshift
surgery in the ruins of the chateau of Hougoumont.

he survival of what is

now one of the most
important  relics  of  the
Mapoleonic Wars, consider-
ing  the circumstances in
which it was last womn, is
remarkable. For its preserva-
tion posterity is indebred to
the Harris  family, who
originally  conserved  the
bloodstained relic; and to its
successive owners, including
the renowned authority John
B, Hayward, whao passed on
the garment to its present
custodian,  Alan  Harrison.
Without the care of all these,
a priceless relic would have
been lost; and the present
author is especially grateful
to  Alan  Harrison, who
allowed the coat to be
examined and published.

LA

Thomas Noel Harris was
born on 9 October 1783, son
ol the Rev. Hamlyn Harris,
vicar of Exton, near
Oakbam, and later rector of
Whirwell (Rutland) and vicar
of  Campden  (Gloucester-

Porirait of Hasvas wearing uluar
dgtpears te be the  mrecorded
waeiform af an A 1o a general of
= #ate “Stafi Joop” me
collar, and compare with sy ffhose
portrait of Capr. Charles Wood
published G the firse part of Heis
serial grticle, *MI'Mo.B p.41.
Tie colouring af this engraving
appears te by idemtical v thay in the
Wovod porsrair, This [ikeness is
daved by i Samily o Calans
T8O, buie i i alweost gentainly
conteniporaey et his posting ga
Cemmany in 1813

harsars

shire). Thomas was educated
at Lppingham, and in Febru-
ary 1801 was commissioned
ensign in the 57th Foor. He
became a licutenant in the
32nd in 1802, in the 25th
Foar in 1804, and in the 15th
Light Diragoons in 1805, in
which regiment he became a
captain.  In 1808 he ex-
changed to the 7th Fusiliers,
and later in the same vear o
the 15t Dragoons; but, after a
few days on the roll of that
regiment, he sold his com-
mission at his father's wish
fellowing the death of Tho-
mas's only brother, Henry,
An ofticer in the service of
the East India Company,
Henry had been caprured and
murdered by hostiles  in
Burma, ‘in drcumstances of
peculiar  atrocity’,  being
flayed alive.

ADC IN GERMANY
In 1811 the lure of a military
carcer proved o strong,
and Rev. Harris procured for
his son a cornetey in the 13th
Light Dragoons, from which
he  returned to his  ald
regiment, the 18th  Light
Dragoons {(Hussars). In the
Peninsular War he served ar
Fucnres de Oioro, Ciudad
Rodrigo  and  Badajos  as
Deputy Assistant Adjutant-
Gieneral, being twice wound-
ed: once by a sabre-cut on the
forehead, and at  Badajos,
where his knee was hit by a
stone splincer.

In 1813, as ADC wo Sir

Charles Stewart (British rep-
resentative with the Allied
armies i Germany) he was
attached o Bernadote’s
HQ, and was present at
Grossheeren, Dennewitz and
Lewpaig; and frem the entry
o France he served with
Bliicher’s headquarters. (His
fellow ADC Charles Woad
was  the subject of John
Meollo™s preceding article in
M No &) "Most active and
intrepid in all his  duties’
(according o Stewart), he
served with St Priest at
Rheims (where he charged
with the Prussian cavalry);
and  was  the first Allied
officer to report the presence
of the French ar La Fére-
Champenoise, discovered
whilst scouting with a Cos-

sack  patrol.  Harris  was
selected for the honour of
bearing to England  the

despatch announcing the fall
of Paris — an honour which
almost cost his lite. After
evading the French, he was
attacked by Cossacks who

___

French

for a
officer; his “military collad
turned a slash  against his
neck, and his hat was cut w

mustock him

pieces  before  his  Russian
cscort intervened  (resulting
in his arrival in Londom
wearing ‘a common D
goon's foraging cap'),

As  the bearer of the
despatch Harris  became 2
celebrity, meeting the Princ
Regent and dining with Lond
Liverpool, and being -
ported wadely in the press
but he soon afterwards
rejoined  Stewart.  For  his
services  he  received  the
Prussian  Pour e Merite [a
singular  distinction  for an
Englishman), and the Orders
of St. Viladimir and St Anne
of Russia. He was promoted
to a company n the York
Chasseurs; and then to che
Joth Foot, serving as ADC
Ireland until the rencwal of
hostilities, when on 1 April
815 he was appointed
Brigade Major to Sir Hussey
Vivian's  Hussar  Brigade
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(10, 15th and lst King's
German Legion Hussars).

WITH VIVIAN AT
WATERLOO

A Brigade Major (or *Major
of Brigade’) was the only
full-time staff officer serving
at brigade level, the liaison
berween brigade commander
and general headquarters —
an indispensible  function
filled by a caprain or major:

“The detail of the Duty of
the Brigade reses entirely on
th:e Brigade Major. He is
considered an Ofhcer
attached to the Brigade, not
personally  to  the Officer
commanding it. His Station
on a March 1s in front of the
leading  Regiment  of  the
Brigade; he s to encamp in
the rear of the centre of the
Brigade. The Brigade Ma-
Jor,..is to be constantly in the
Lines of the Camp of the
Brigade. Majors of DBri-
gade...are, as soon as puossi-
ble, to notfy their General’s
Quarters at Head Quarters.
It is the business of the
bBrigade Major ro call in the
Guards  belonging o the
Brigade previous to March,
No Officer under the Rank
of a General Officer, unless
he commands the Brigade
(the Adjutant General ex-
cepted), has any right to give
Directions to the Major of
Brigade on  the general
Parade, or to mterfere with
any Party he is parading, till
the Major of Brigade delivers
it over to the Officer who is
to command 16",

These  duties
dangerous  as  they  were
mportant,  as  proved at
Waterloo. Out of 14 Brigade
Majors present ac the baule,
only  six  came  through
unscathed™, a  casuwalty-rate
of 57%, far higher than for
regimental duty in all but
extreme cases (at Waterloo,
for example, the 1/27th Foot
had only three unseathed
officers out of 19, a casualty-
rate of over 84%).

Thomas MNoel Harris was
one who attended the Duch-
ess of Richmonds ball in
Brussels on the eve of Quatre
Bras, wearing the uniform
shown here; handsome and

Wore a5

i) Sepezine smmiemals refee te the notes st g ol
al this ariick:,

distngumshed, he apparently
cut a dashing figure, e was
in high spirits before Water-
loo, emptying part of his
canteen over his cousin, L,
Joehn Clement Wallingron,
I0th Hussars, to ‘baptise’
him as a soldier!

During the bactle Harris

was under fire for much of

the day, having two horses
shot from under him; but
was unhurt until the final
advance. Sgr. Marthew Col-
gan,  ‘coverer’ of Capt
George Luard, who com-
manded the centre squadron
of the 18th Hussars, recalled
how the regiment sat chafing
with inaction under a galling
fire, until Harris rode up and
exclaimed: *18th! You are
about ta charge: the General
trusts to past experience thar
vou will ace as soldiers, and 1
know vou will, 18th!” (Harris
knew, and was known by the
regiment from his service in
ir).

He then led a squadron in
the charge of Vivian's bri-
gade from the Mont St. Jean
ridge through the centre of
the French position. As he
charged a body of infantry,
Harris  was  struck by a

musker ball which picreed
his right side, and by a
grapeshat

which  shartered

his eight arm. It is reasonable
to suppose that the units he
attacked were part of the
Imperial Guard and covering
artillery which were retiring:
the 2/1st and 2/2nd Chassers
d Pied and 2/2nd Grepadiers g
Pied. The ball which struck
Harns probably came from
the 2fst Chassenrs, the
nearest unit.

AMPUTATION AT
_ HOUGOUMONT
The injuries were severe, as
15 obvious from the amount
of blood which stains the
coat today. However, Harris
somehow  survived  the
ardeal of lying our all night
on the field, and was found
carly next morning by his
cousin Clement Wallingron
and Sir Hussey Vivian, who
had set out to look for him.
Unable to  speak, Harris
attracted their atention by a
low whistle. They carried
him to the nearest dressing
station  at Hougoumont,
where his coat was cut off,
the sleeve bemg  slic up
through the shoulder and the
collar. His right arm was
amputated mmmediately: an
operation  he  bore  with
fortitude, cven remarking o
the surgeon as the limb was
carried away that, as he had
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been acquainted with it so
long, he wished to shake
hands with the severed arm
‘once more before parting!
From Hougoumont  he
was taken to Brussels in a
cart (Wallington supporting
Harris's head on his knees to
alleviate the worst of the
Joling); and was billeted in
the house of a Belgian lady,
‘It is, indeed, a blessing ro
have such a nurse as | have;
she has scarcely cver left my
room’, he wrote ten days
later. Though he mistakenly
reported that ‘the ball is out
of my bedy, it was
apparently  thought  too
dangerous to extract, and
was the cause of considerable
suffering in later years. As
soon as he was able, Harris
rejoined his brigade in Paris,
where Bliicher (his friend
from 1813-14) was shocked
by his appearance. Embrac
ing him, the old Prussian
remarked, ‘Ach, mein lieher
Hareis, I do complain you
much’, in characteristically
bad English. So highly did he
regard Harris that Blicher
gave him a portrait, a lock of
hair, three feathers from his
hat, and even the gold ring
which he often wore.

HARRIS IN LATER LIFE

Diespite his injuries. Harris
remained remarkably active:
a superh earriage driver, he
continued to hunt regularly,
and  to  shoot  left-handed
with light guns; and even
saved himselt from drown-
ing by swimming two miles
te Portsmouth after his yacht
sank. e was a renowned
raconteur  with a fund of
anecdotes; and continued

Pawtrait of Harvis painied in abot
1838, apparestly o Jris old 180
Huwssars  uniform,  with  a
sranrelike-hilted sabre, Among liis
decarations can be made our (lon,
ceniral} the blie-enainelled Pour
le Merite, which he wore in later
life wwhen ravelling  on  the
Clontinent, artracting salutes froim
every Pmssian soldier he paseed?
The wery plain forage cap i
sl for a formal portrair; and
e recall wleat e weas deseribed in
e Morning Chronicle of &
April 1814 ag wearing ‘a white
foraging cap’ wher delivering his
Smmons despatch annanncing the
Jall of Paris. Wha kreiws: pevdaps
he agquired a gaste for ouch
headgear, a5 a Lind of personal
affectation?




The collar of Harris's Waterfoo
cout, rolit s
the il miedele weleen e paranesr g
rentored  at Howgowomonr;  the
coflar ewelroidery, “tassel’ 1 the
rear; and the srisching for the
aipillette on the ripht showlder,
tehich ais s duili removed before
the coar was cut.

e redr, shoneing

friends to  celebrate  the
anniversary of Waterloo. On
23 March 1860, after a period
of ill-health, Sir Thomas
MNoel Harris, i, died, and
WWaAs 1‘."—[]'1‘[.’[' ;l[fli[l E—[,:IHT :,'L:‘A.'
trees in the churchyard of
Ham. A stained glass win-
dow in St Lawrence’s
Church, lsle of Thanet,
commemorated  this gallant
officer, who ‘served and bled
for his country in the
glorious campaigns. "

THE UNIFORM

All staff officers wore uni-
form of a similar seyle: a
scarlet long=tailed coat with
white turnbacks and lining,
dark blue facings and (usual-
ly) gold lace. There existed a
wide wariety of rank and
departmental variations,
quite  apart  from
regulation  garments which
resulted from personal idio-
syneracy, There were
types of each uniform: *laced’
{with embroidered  decora-
tions) or ‘plain’, with thread
loops  mstead of merallic
embroidery, the larter the
preferred wear on campaign.
There existed a tradition in
the Harris family that Tho-
1 was called away from
the Duchess of Richmond’s
ball in such haste that ‘no
time was atforded o change
the  red,  swallow-railed
Court dress coat_for his
usual regimental uniform'™.
Such  statements  are  often
encountered inorelation o the
ball; bur in Harris's case it is
certmnly false, for the uni-
form he wore at Waterloo
(and doubtless at the ball) was
his ardinary, “plain’ coat.

Majors of Brigade and
Addes-de-Camp were order-
ed o wear single-breasted
coats with nine buttons on
the breast, and three (two
over one) on each coff and
skirt — though eight buttons
on the breast, in pairs, scems
to have been ar least as
commaon. Two patterns of
cuft seem o have existed: the

non-
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Recently re-nnited with the Harris
et ix Hers Waterloo Medal, with
'{'l[JII Feerenl _-.zr_s]'lq'liﬂ'{l” I||1F. |IJ 1S
ararded do g, Matten Colgan,
T80t Hissars, wha presented it ro
fiis ol cagitaii before iz deatly — a
toutcliing token of respect, simce this
s Colgan's  most
walieed PR T

donili

type worn by Harris with
V-shaped  upper  edge,
perhaps for cavalry appoint-
ments;  and  anocther  with
square-cut upper edge. fol-
lowing infantry style.

The  cembroidered  loops
were of foliate design with a
‘tassel” at the outer end,
described in a tailor’s pattern
as ‘saw edges and ruff purl
loops through the centre, and
gold tassels at the end™. A
later  pattern  mentions  an
ADC's coar with ten loops,
in pairs. For the ‘plain’ coat,
enly the loops upon the
collar and  cuffs were of
metallic embroidery; the re-
mainder  were  of  thread
‘Twist’,

The epaulettes worn with
these  coats  wvaried  with
branch and date, and even for
officers of ficld rank (usually
signified by two epauleties),
Majors of Brigade and ADCs
wore only one. In 1799
Majors of Brigade and ADCs
of infantry were ordered to
WEIr one :‘,']:I;m]-:l:tc, on the
right shoulder, and cavalry
on the left shoulder. In 1811
cavalry appointments were
ordered  to remove  the
epaulette and wear instead an
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aiguillette on the right shoul-

der; but on 16 December
1814 the aiguillette  was
removed  and  the single

epaulette on the left shoulder
was restored. (According to
contemporary  pictures, the
aiguillette was simpler than
that of general officers,
having a  plaited shoulder
strap but unplaited hanging
cords.) For M;l‘jnr:; of Bri-
gade and ADCs the buttons
were  plain and  polished
(those on Harris™s coat were
made by Bushey of St
Martin’s  Lane);  the only
difference between the two
appolntments was  that
ADCs wore gold embroid-
ery, and Majors of Brigade
silver.

Typical of the unofficial
variations  which existed s
the fact that Harris’s coat,
though of the preseribed
Brigade Major’s style with
gilt  buttons and  silver
cmbroidery, was some six
months out of date at the
time of Waterloo. There are
marks on the right shoulder
which indicate clearly that an
aiguillette was worn, not the
epaulette on the left which
had replaced the aiguillecte

officially in December 1514,
This can hardly be explained
by Harris rushing to join the
army in the MNetherlands
with his ald ADC uniform,
tor in thar case the embroid-
cry would have heen gold,
His  Brigade Major's coat
must have been new for the
1815 campaign, vet retained
the ourdated aiguillette of
cavalry appointment. As the
aguillette was sticched to the
shoulder (nor affixed by laces
like an epaulette), with cords
looping  around the
breast, it wonld obviously
impair the removal of the
coat by the surgeon; so it is
almaost certain that the aiguil-
lette was cut off ar the
dressing=station at Hougou-
mant, and never seen again.

With  this
worn  the ordinary  bicom
hat, and cither breeches and
Hessian boots or  overalls,
with the universal crimson
waist-sash  of rank and 3
waist-belt  supporting 3
sword, which in Harris's case
may well have been the
‘mameluke’  sabre  carried
during his service in the 18th
FHussars. (1]

onto

uniform  was

(.

MNotes

(1) Cremeral Regulations apd Orders for
the Army, 1811, p. 27

(2} Major Michael Childers, 11th
Light Dragoons; Capt.  Walter
Crofton, 34th Foor, killed; Capt.
Charles Eeles, 95th Foot, killed
Capt. Gorefried von Einem, King’s
German  Legion;  Capt.  james
Gunthorpe, 1st Foor Guards: Capt,
Thomas  MNoel Harris, s,
Capr, Stephen Holmes, THth Foot;
Major Thomas Hunter-Blair, s
Foot, wonmded; Capr. Charles Jones,
15th Hussars; Major Thomas Reig-
nolds, 2nd Dragoons, kilfed; s
George Richter, 1st Ceylon Repr;
Major Harry G.W. Smith, Y5th
Foot, teroninded I:i-n'vvt-M.\Jur
Charles Smyth, 95th Foor, kilfad,
Cape. William Stothert, 3rd Foo
Ciuards, Lilled

(3 Harris (sec source lisg) p 3l
(4) Pattern-book  of Mesars, Her-
bert, quoted SAHR (see source |t
P 105,

Sources
Harris’s career is detailed in Brigf
Meneoir af the date Le. Col. Sir Thomss
Moel Harns, K.H. (Clemene B
Harris, London, 1893); this armce
has been wrtten with the use

of 3

presentation copy with additional
the

M5 annotasions EJE,' authar.
Uniform details a
fully in The
Lritish Arwy 176
Dawnay, foural of the Sveiery v
Ay Historical Research, Vol XXX,
1953, esp. pp.98-105).
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Below:
The wenean
J o alioeing
embroidery and

2 oty
g

of the ‘hwdst' loops

an die detil; silver
¥ oon elue paich. The
@ al the bostonr af the skeive is

doubtless i
uritating  trick @
unhorsing peaple by puing
his hand under their foor g
tipping them out of i
saddle,

He may best be judged
however, by the affection he
inspired among his acquain:
ances. Marthew Colran o
the 18th Hussars was de
voted to his old captain, whe
apparently  gave  the
sergeant financial |'||;[J_1 at 3
critical time; in return, before
his death, Colgan sent Hars
his Waterloo Medal.

practice  his

tensely

Ch=

Harris  was  granted 2
pension  of £200 pa i
respect  of  his  incapacity
through injury; and received
from  Hussey  Vivian, o
behalf of the brigade, 2

two-handled gold loving cup
2% Ib. in weight, engraved
Presented,  6th October,
1815, To Caprain Thoma
Moel Harris, Brigade Major
to the Hussars, By a Few
Friends, As a Mark of the
Respect and Admiration they
entertain. for his Gallaniry
during the most  gloriow
Campaigns m which Gregt
Britain ever was engaged.
In October 1815 he wa
appointed to a troop in the
King’s Dragoon Guards, but
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filled the remainder of his
carcer in staff ducies boch in
Beitain  and  abroad. He
served i Canada in che
1H20s; and finally retired in
I838 after a spell as Chief
Magistrate in Gibraltar, A
Deputy Licutenant for the
county of Kent, he lived in
mtirement  near  Sandwich;
and was knighted in 1841,

Thrice married, he hved to
see a son killed inoa nawval
accident:  a stepson killed
with the 17¢h Lancers in the

Lefi:
Hawis's Wirrerloo coar: rear. The
aithole of the grapeshat uedvicle
amashed fis righte arr is visible ar
the rear of the ripht seeve.
m scartel ook, the o
s ont by
fFred. Nore the

ies af ‘twisi” embroid-
thee upper skivt lpops in
the rear of e waist.

Waterloo coat: front. The
sill sfeones g s
is might Tytwg our an the
oand @ large degree of

witl the fifeh |
a5 distoated dhee w0
igh on the right si
leting the ot up e s
and theowgl the shonlder ro alin
fhe cond to be removed in the
dreising stition at Hongonmeo,

Charge of the Light Brigade;
a stepson serving  with  the
King's Dragoon Guards in
the Indian Mutiny; two
grandsons fighting in che
Crimea (one of whom was to
reach the rank of major-

general); a third become a
commander, RN: and —
with the greatest satisfaction
— his  grandson Hamlyn
commissioned into the 18ch
Hussars,

The bullet lodged near his

spine caused distress in later
years, though his humour
and capacity for the enjoy-
ment of life remained unim-
pared. Even in old age, ‘he
was upright, and well built...
and was as handsome an old
man as 1 ever saw, and
certainly the best-tempered,
under sulferings he found it
impossible to conceal”. Om
18 June every ye he
gathered his relatives  and




