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It is a matter of record that in 1813, at the height of

the Napoleonic Wars, a unit of French-speaking
infantry wearing King George’s red coat captured
two United States Navy warships. Thanks to the
surviving records and a few precious portraits and
artefacts, we may attempt a reconseruction of the
appearance of these unlikely troops, whose battle-

ficld achievements may

have had strategic con-

sequences far beyond the woods of North Ameriea.

EM!Y in the year 181z,
relations between Great
Britain and the United Srates
had deteriorated to the point
that the Canadian authorities
were contemplating various
meastires to bolster the small
garrison of British regulars.
Besides issuing the usual call
for volunteers the Province of
Lower  Canada  (today,
Québec) opred for a limited
draft of 2,000 bachelors aged
between 18 and 3o years,
serve for up to two years in
wartime, The provincial leg-
isliture voted the sum of
Yoo,o00, and authorised Gov-
ernor-General — Sir - George
Prévost to have militiamen
selected and embodied inte
four battalions during April-
May 1812, Actual dratting
from the militia would nor
occur unless  there was a
shortage of volunteers. The
embodied militiamen  were
allowed the same pay and
allowances  as  the regular
troops.!
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War with the United States
was declared in June 1812;
and a ffth bactalion was
authorised to be embodied on
21 Scptember that year. This
battalion was rearganised as a
light mfantry unit styled “the
Canadian Chasseurs” on 12
March 1814.% Finally, a sixth
battalion was authorised on
18 Febrouary 1813, formed

from the three battalions of
Québec city militia, ro do
garrison duty ar Québec from

31 March. There it served
until disbanded on 4 Seprem-
ber 1814.°

The establishment of cach
battalion was as follows:

1 licutenant-colonel
2 majors

10 capraing

8 ensigns

I paymaster
adjutant
quartcrmaster
SUrgEeon
AsSISLANt surgeon
42 sergeants

1o drummers

Boo rank and file,

(The 6ith Bn. had only ane
major, ne assistant surgeon,
12 sergeants and boo rank and
file. )

Each bartalion had 10 com-
panies: eight ‘battalion’, one
grenadier and one light infan-
try. On 24 March 1814 the
Geh B, was  reduced  in
strength to eight companies

]

{including  the flank con
panics) and the reduced estal
lishment included 26 sen
geants, seven drummers ane
424 rank and fle.*

We should also menries
the temporary formation c
two “Miliia Light Infano-
Battalions’ ordered on 1
April 1813, These wer
formed from the Aank com
panies of the first five bas
talions, The actual existenc
of these cemporary battalion
scems to date from 3o Jun
1813, when a General Orde
called for the Aank companic
of the 2nd and st Bns., ane
the first” flank company {pre
sumably grenadiers?) of th
3rd to form the st Bn, o
Militia  Light Infantry «
Kingston. The same orde
called for the Aank companic
of the 1st and 4th and the ‘sec-
ond’ fank company of the 3rc
to form the 2nd B, of Mili:
Light Infantry at Chambly
This emporary formation
sometinmes confused wich ar
additional militia COrps, was
dissolved on 25 MNovembes
1813 and the companics were
returned to their respective
battalions.®

THE MILITIA ON
ACTIVE SERVICE

Except for the 6ith Bn. ar
Québee, the bartalions were
posted  mostly o various
locations between Monereal
and  the American  border.
Their role was essentially 1o
help stop enemy incursions
towards Montreal: bur some
clements  were alse o be
found taking pare in offensive
operations.

A detachment of the st
Bn. was posted with six com-
panies of the 1ooth Foot and a
few Royal Arcillery at Isle-
aux-MNoix, a fort built on an
island i che middle of the
narrows of the Richelicn
River just north of the Amer-
ican border (today, Forr Len-
nox National Historic Park).




The Richelicu Aowed into the
St. Lawrence, and was the
traditional ‘invasion route' up
from the south.

On 3 June 1813 some men
of the 1st Bn. detachment
were happily contemplating
their discharge, due that day,
when che alarm was given,
Two armed schooners flying
the Stars and Stripes were
sailing up the river. The mili-
tiamen of the 15t Bn. volun-
teered  their  services, and
marched off to do battle with
the USS Growler and Eagle.

Owver-zealous US  Navy
officers aboard the schooners
had ventured too far. Three
gunboats, cach mounting a
-pdr. gun and manned by
regular troops, pulled our to
engage them. They decided
w withdraw: but che river
proved too  narrow, and
when the Americans neared
the shore in the course of their
awkward  manocuvre, the
men of the 15t Bn, posted on
the banks poured musket fire
mto the schooners, which
were cventually obliged to
strike their colours.

Now enjoying ‘naval su-
periority’, the Brirish scon
mounted a raid on Plates-
burgh, MNew York, which
included small detachments
from the 1st and z2nd Bat-
talions. They landed there on
30 July; the American militia
vanished; and  the British
party destroved all naval and
military installations and such
booty as could not be shipped
back to Isle-aux-Noix. (A
small share of prize money
was eventually awarded for
this action.)

THE BATTLE OF
CHATEAUGUAY

A far more serious threat was
the American attempe ro cap=
ture Montreal in Ocrober
i813. The US Gen. Wade
Hampton moved slowly up
the  Chiteauguay  River,
crossing into Canada  with
about 5,000 men. Canadian
pickets, including two com-
panies of the and Bn., skir-
mished  with US  advance
parties near Odelltown. On
26 October the Americans
came within sight of the first
line of abaris field forfi-
tations across the road which
followed the west bank of the
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river, manned by companies
of the Canadian Volugeurs
and the Canadian Fencibles.
Succeeding lines were held by
most of the znd B, SEM and
a company of the gth.

A 1,500-strong  American
column was sent inta the
woods on the east bank to
turn the Canadian position.
But it was in these woods that
the Canadian  commander,
Lt.Col. Charles de Salaberry,
had posted the light com-
panics of the 1stand 3rd Bns.
and a company of hastily-
raised local militia (' Habitaes
Chassenrs I

Capt. Daly’s light com~

pany of the grd Bn. and Capr.
Bruyére’s Habitants  Chas-
seurs engaged the head of the
United States column, which
had become lost in  the
woods, and a series of sharp
squad ecncounters  followed
among the trees,

The  American  soldiers
were taken by surprise, but
Col. Purdy of the gth US
Infantry rallied his men. By
then the main American foree
was deploving in front of the
abatis on the west bank, and
tiring had broken out there as
well,  Sensing  the  eritical

moment, De Salaberry
shouted across the river ta
Daly in French, telling him to
press the flanking American
Lroops.

With considerable courage
Daly and Bruyére rallied their
little force — about go men
only — and formed them into
line under the trees. They
advanced; fired a valley into
the Americans; and then
charged them with fixed bay-
oncts. Daly and Bruyére fell
wounded almost at once, and
Lt. Dezery of the 3rd Bn.
shortly  afterwards. Lt
Schiller assumed command,
and is said to have aceually
beheaded an American officer
during  the hand-to-hand
fighting  which  followed.
More US troops were now
coming up, and the Canadi-
ans  were forced o give
ground  slowly;  but  as
Purdy's men emerged from
the cover of the woods on to
the open river bank, they
were caught by a withering
enfilading fire from De Sal-
aberry's men across the nar-
row rver. They scateered,
and fell back into the woods
in some confusion,

The  American  flanking
movement had failed: the US
forces called it a day, and
recreated  to their border,
Capt. Daly’s company of the
ard Bn, SEM had suffered
two officers wounded, two
rank and file killed, and 1a
wounded or missing our of
about 50 men engaged: half of
the total Canadian casualties.®

By European standards the
battle of Chiteauguay was a
small skirmish: but its srra-
tegic results were important.
Mot only had a powerful
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Canada)
American  column  been
thwarted; but its planned

Junction with another and
even stronger force (under
Maj. Gen. James Wilkinson,
moving towards Montreal
from Sackett’s Harbour) had
been averted, Had Montreal
fallen, Canada would have
been cut in twa; and for Bri-
tain, that might have meant
the end of the main source of

timber used to build the
Boyal Navy's ships.

In order — among other
objectives — to secure that

supply, some 13,000 men
from Wellingron's Peninsula
army were shipped to Canada
in 1814. An attack on Placts-
burg was decided upon; but
Sir George Prévost, while an
able administrator, was no
Wellington, and this atrempt
was defeated in September
1814 by the brilliant young
American  Brig.Gen.  Alex-
ander  Macomb  (later  to
become C-in-C of the US
Army). The zrd Bn. SEM
formed  part of Prévost's
1o,000-man force, but had no
chance to distinguish them-
sclves, With the rest of the
army they marched back to
Canada, from what turned
out to be the last campaign of
the *American War'.?

UNIFORMS

A few inspection repores have
survived, and give us a
glimpse of the condirions pre-
vailing in the batalions. In
August 1812 the 15t Bn. was
found with weapons in bad
repair, and its clothing and
accoutrements  were  also
described as ‘very bad’. In
December chings had not
improved markedly: Gen. de
Rottenburg  “found the 1se
Bate. Incorporated Militia in
so filthy a state, and so very
deficient in necessaries . . ",
The 2nd Bn. was in fairly
good order in August 1812,
but with weapons in bad
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repair. In July 1813 Gen. Pierre-René Bowsher de la (i
5 of the 2nd Bu., sohe was listed as
Sheaffe reported “that pro- captain ast 25 May 1812 and mafor
BTeSS has been made both in on 25 Mareh 181 7. Here hie swears
s discipline and its interiar the scarlet cont faced witks white
econanm },'_ rrmrrl'_r.:‘ & wart by fy{,ﬁrru_ af thar
The 3rd Bn. had dirty battalion i ".,;'3_1\?'."3."””-" jira
40 P period there o5 same eviderce thai
weapons in bad repair and thee rank aud file wore alive yreen
very bad clothing  and Saced it red. Tn Mareiy 1874 the
dccoutrements  in - August battalion was rJr:'.l'.i're'd'n'r.rril.Jd_r__lr!rtm'
1812, and no real improve- }‘%:{‘rf:;fi‘r:”r”{f"}ﬂ:'::,’:'hr s
ment was noted by Decem- afficer’s r81g—r5 coarce, which is
ber. The 4th was reported scartet faced with pale yellaw, with
‘clean and in high order’ in gold tuettons and gold Tace ane the
December 18127 On' o Sy
October 1313 thL_. 5Th B'_'" vias .:N:IIFL'LHJI'J. rP;J'.«rrr'u; By I :fl..‘[muurd.
l:urmrtcni as being “ilthoblllr 1813, i tie Musée du Quchee )
napsacks, arms in tolerable
order, accoutrements show-
ing neglect, the barracks ‘not
in good order’, and ‘those of
the few officers present, did
not seem occupied.” Only
the 6th Bn. scems to have
won  acclaim,  with s
‘appearance . . . very lietle
inferiar to that of Regiments
of the Line', according to the
Quebec Gazete of 23 Seprem-
ber 1813,

A good many of the prob-
lems revealed by these reports
were the resule of insufficient
supplies during che firse vear
of the war, as well as of inex-
perience. In the sth Bn. (nick-
named “The Devil's Own’,
because most of its officers
were lawyers!), progress was
fairly good. Most of the
officers were replaced after
abour a year, however, and
from being one of the best
umts the 5th then deteriorated
ta being the worse during the
lacter pare of 1813, It was B
finally reorganised as the
‘Canadian  Chasseurs®  in
March 1814, and took part in
the Plattsburg expedition of
September 18141

The first uniforms worn bw
these barralions are obscure,

Left:

We know that in spire of the / Officer, Light Company, 3rd Bat-
habitant’s dislike of the red f rntllnm.. Lower  Canada Seleet

! : li i he Ewbodied  Militia: the conpany
coat,” the supplies tor Ll‘ e : rr/.. which distinguished itself in the
first 2,000 levies included red r skeirmrish in the woods on the ast

Pl r.l_l"l‘l’:lt' (;.l'!rih'umlqn.g}l River on
i 26 Chatober r8r 3. Officers of these
tnits bought their unifarms fron
tailors i Mostveal and (iadber
who snally nnported pold fare,
baertwits, wings, epalestes, sashes,
etc. from England. From same por-
traits aned sureiving wniforms it gap
te seem thar @ popular and iexpess
sae way do et officers” snifonms,
especially for wear in the field, wa

cloth . . . brown linen for lin-
ing . . . trousers . . . buttons
.. -hatsorcaps . . . cockades
-« . private’s loopings', and
haversacks, as well as fifes
and drums and sergeants’
pikes.'? There is no definite
information on the facings of
the batealions in 1812, except L
the instructions for the tu ecde tite collar and cufls with gold
officers’ unifi s of the z2nd Lace, as itustated here. Laced bu
e : alnn . o fotkoles were, of cosrse, also popu-
Bn., which called for a red lar. (G. A. Embicton, courtesy
coatee with white collar, cuffs Parks Canada)




Above:
Private, Light Compaey, 7rd Bar-
fafion, Lower Canads  Select

Embodied  Militie, iy, Ar g
glance, the wnifarms wors by these
men folloved standard British Line
practice. Some detadls are worth
noring, fowever. There is io epi-
dence that colovred lines were ineor-
porated nka e weaye of the lace”,
whicl appears to have been plain

white throughout. Blee trousers
were isswed in 7853, instead of the
grey omes e nomwally assocdate
with  Britich infantry.  Muskess
sewn te hade bren old wlven isseeed
i r&rz, and we hae shawn here
the ga-in. Short Land Pattern
instead af éhe vewer India Patteen .
(G A, Ewbleton, courtesy Paries
Clattada )
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and lapels; thin gold lace edg-
ing collar and cuffs; hat
according to British regula-
tions; but no epauletees or
sashes for captains and sub-
alterns ‘for this year’. " Por-
traits of officers of the 2nd
Bn. show that epauleres and
sashes were in wear by 18131

Red cloth soon “became
scaree, and in 1813 we find
evidence that green was used
for the enlisted men's coatees
in some battalions. Deserters
from the 2nd Bn.  were
deseribed in May and June
1813 as wearing round hats:
olive-coloured jackets faced
red and trimmed with lace:
and blue pantaloans, s The
3rd Bn. recerved in May 1813
green  jackets;  blue  pan-
taloons; caps [shakos| with-
out “feathers rosctres & cufis':
and moceasing,' The com-
pany of the sth present at
Chiteanguay  was  also
dressed in green.'” The st
Bn. managed to find red
cloth, purchased old coats of
the 1o3rd Foor, and was even
hoping for surplus coats from
the 8th Foot in March 1813,
and thus probably did not
wear preen.'™ The g4th Bn.
was clothed inan unspecified
colour during June 1813, but
later embellished its uniform
with ‘wings’ for the whole
bactalicm. ™

During  the summer of
1813 a considerable quanticy
of militia clothing arrived it
Quebee from England. On 30
June the fank companies of
the first five bartalions and the
complete fith  Bn.  were
ordered an issue of these
stotes, comprising: ‘Caps &
plumes, Red Coats, Waist-
coats  with slecves, Blue
Trowsers, Forage Caps, Gai-
ters, Linen Shirts, Stocking,
Shoes,  Knapsacks’,  and
‘Stocks and Clasps”, The fac-
ings were directed to be as
follows:

15t Bn, . . . Blue

2nd Bn. . . . Light green

grd Bn. . | Yellow

4th Bn. . . Dark green

sth Bn. . . . Black

6th Bn. . . . Black

We have scen that the first
five  batrtalions  had  been

clothed earlier in the year,
some in green, but they were
probably missing accessories,
since ‘boots, trowscrs, gai-

Lawts [ Dy Hoaufen,

‘ 2ud M.
Lower Canade SFEM. wearing
sarlel faced withe white, pald b
tous anil lace — ety collar i, D
Beanjow war mamed capraine on 25
My 1812 and mrajer on 17 Chitober
that  year.  {Paising by
Cairaecard, r&r 3. i the Musée gy
Chivétwe )

ters, Caps Compleat and For-
age  Claps’  were  ordered
issued to their battalion come
panies on 1 August 1813,
The last issue to the bac-
talions appears to have heen
made in March 1814, consist-
ing of ‘Regimental Coars,
Trowsers, gaiters & Bucket
Caps'. The facings were then
directed to be as follows:

15t B, L. Blue

z2nd Bn. . ., . Yellow

ard Bn. . . . Green

4th Bn. . . | Green
The coats were red, as in che
previous  issue;  and  the
‘trowsers’ may  have been

blue and/or grey,

The general style of the
uniforms was obviously very
close to British Line in Fantry;
however, it scems thar they
never wore the ‘Belgic’ or
"Waterloo® shako. Canadian
officers, too, tried to emulate
their British counterparts in
their uniforms, the details no
doubt being dictated by the
length of one's purse as much
as by the breadth of one's
fancy, It scems that the
officers of all battalions wore
gold buttons and lace, >

The bartalions did nor
carry colours., Prévost wrore
o England on 30 October
1813 asking for five pairs of
colours as a reward for che
good conduct of the Selece
Embodied Militia at
Chiteauguay: but England
had maore urgent worries, and
the colours arrived only in
Qcrober 181812




o
Front and rear views af @ remarks
abie  redie  af  fhe e :_-."
Chiteauguay. Lo {larer Capt. )

Frapeois Eezery of the 3rd Bi, wras
fed i1 the action on the east
o the river an 26 Oictober
1807, probably in the lefi anm or
shonlder — blosdsgains can sl e
SEeR ont the g in this ares, and it
seems alivious that the lefi sdevve
was (ork met af the seam in onder 1o
treat the wound. The coat is of the
older patiers with loug tails, aed
thues predates Britich 1812 roqula-
figwis — ifongh to sefar exient trese
swontld aee e obeyed in Canada
I5 guiestioable. If i scarler weith
yellose cuffs, fapels and collar and
wliive lining. The lace is silver swith
a Black cessteal line, stead of dhe
mere uenal gald bace . Note the crady
‘danble heart” tirhack dvaices; and
the fact that only the top four bur-
teholes on the lapels are laced, con-
Sioring dhar the  lapels  were
habitaally worn hustased closed
exeept for twa gmall exposed tri-
angles af facing at the top. In all
hkelibood wliis is a second-band
Ay afficer’s coar purchased fry
Dezery, possibly for feld uge. Cf,
The British Infantey Officer of
the Peninsular War, "M/ Nag. 2
& 3 (Canadian War Musenm,
Natimral  Museum of  Cunda
7o—479u i zg-gfor )

h

The remaining four bat-
talions of Sclect Embodied
Militia, cogether with  all
other Provincial corps, were
ordered disbanded by Gen-
eral Order on 1 March 1815 as
a result of the signing of the
Treary of Ghent which ended
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the war with the United
States.™  Much  less  well
known than the Canadian
Voltgeurs, yet also com-
posed largely of French Cana-
dians, these batealions
represent  an important  if
sumewhat forgotten chaprer
in the military heritage of
carly Canada. M1
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